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Princeſs-Dowager of Wales, 
5 v 


Their moſt dutiful Servants, 
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Screniſſimuin Wallie Principem. 


CCIPE tu Bo Princeys dilate, Camenam, 
Accipe Davidice carmina ſancta lyræ. 
Non humilis muſa, aſt olim quæ lapſa ſupernè 
Incedit coram te, venerande Puer. 
Offerimus, Princeps, divina ora' cla pudenter, 


Vel te 821 ſatis, digna N tua. 


Rex idem & vates, famã ſuper æthera notus, 
Auguſta hæc ſeripſit dulcia verba manu. | 
Nec tamen hec,—Britones tenui que fundimus ore; 


Heu! longe Hebraicis debiliora ſonis. 


Nos Deus interea fic adjuvet, ut minus altum 
Ingenii culpa detereremus opus, 
Hoc opus e cœlo deſcendit, & evehit lluc, 


Nempe Dei ubertim ſpiritus intus alit. 


Perlege, & bine ccelo diſcas te ferre minorem, 
Imperiique geras lenia ſceptra pius. 

Te Regem populi gaudent ſpectare futurum, 

Rex vigeas,—ſerus ſis modo, — ſiſque diu. 


wy 


x x I; * ee 5 

, . r * && > Rt OE 7 

n N rc . 

vi ne” n ” 3 1 . IJ 8 „ ky [1 4 * $4y 4 7 

. A537 8 8 os * N q dog + 4 g ORs, * * * V 
L* „ A 2 C »" SI > e 4 
: oi NIITER 
— ũ . w — . — —— ——— a N 72 
* 


a: * 
0 . : Cha ; "AO 
Cas ws ne On RI 
gy S Er DAT: nds os e ex. 
20 3 4 ˙—— —=2 — —ͤ—ũ 


(vi) 
Hze ſi dicta memor corde inſpirata recondas, 
Hinc ccœli, terræ quem modo regna manent : 
Zterna, at ſerò incanum, te gloria cingat, 
Purpureo & vibres ſemper ab ore jubar : 
Aure bibas numeros, queis cedat Davidis hymnus, 
Sola ſacrum hoc ſuperant talia plectra melos. 


STEPH, WHEATLAND, 


TO HER | 
ROYAL HIGHNESS 
THE | 


Princeſs-Dowager of Wales. 
CCEPT, great Princeſs, what Feſſides ſings, 

; The belt of poets, and the firſt of kings : 

What raptur'd David wrote, with pleaſure hear, 

His royal hand invites the royal ear, | 

Not Heliconian ſtrains, or Pindus dreams, 

But dread JEHov An hills his aweful themes. 

Now he laments his falls in humble lays, 

His voice now riſes with triumphant praiſe. 

Here glows his page with pure devotion's flame, 

There thoſe are curs'd, who light JEHovan's name. 

What various turns his ſacred thought employ 

In pious grief, or ardent love and joy ? 

When from the ark, he drops the mournful tear, 

Or when, return'd, he ſees the beauty there. 

Sometimes the meaneſt of the vulgar throng 


He deigns to call with his inſtructive ſong. 
| 24 Then 


4 * 


4 20 


vill | 
Then * God. lile princes, ſons of the moſt high, 
Are taught ro live, fince they lite men ſhall die: 
To live like You, not as for ſelf deſign'd, 
But to diſtribute good, and bleſs mankind : 
Their gracious influence greatly to beſtow, S 
To raiſe the meek, and lay the tyrant low. 
For theſe he points out ample bliſs in ſtore, - 
Pleaſures at God's right-band for evermore 
Where the great juſt their glories ſtill renew, 
Thoꝰ ſnatch'd from earthly diadems in view : 
Where, when your ſoul 's to heavenly regions flown, 
' You'll wear a brighter far than England's crown. 


- Pſalm Ixxxii. 6. 
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PREFACE. 


27s a Remark of an eminent Wit and Poet of 
long flanding, and almoſt in the Mouth of every 
Criticb, great and ſmall, that whilſt our Tranſla- 
tors 4 the Pſalms of David, have not ſought to ſupply the 
loft Beauties 75 his Diction by new ones in their own 
nguage, they have been ſo far from doing Fuſtice to 
that Divine Poet, that they ſeem to revile him wore than 
Shimei.* But ſince this Remark, others, by aiming to 
avoid this, have fallen into an Error worſe than the 
fir/t, and thro a Miſapplication of this Strifture, have 
been ſo diffuſrve in their Phraſe, and ſo injurioufly 
kind in lending their own T houghts to the Sacred Poet, 
that the Scriptural, and Royal Stamp, ſeems to be 
| effatd in them, and inſtead of David's Pſalms, they 
rather appear like Hymns of ſuch Maſters own making. 
And indeed if we conſider the Turn of Thought and 
Language, peculiar to the Eaſtern Mriters, ſuch a 
Liberty of mtermixing foreign Sentiments in the modern 
Taſte and Manner, muſi probably produce a Performance, 
which will appear like a piece of Patch-work, wherem 


Strips of new Cloth ſball be here and there interſpers'd 


4 
7. 


BW 
a 
"L338 


* And no Doubt this is as juſt, as it is ſevere, 
SN moſt of the Tranſlations extant in Mr. 
vY Comvley's ime. * 
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8 an old Garment. However, there are two - 
7 


anſlations of the diſfuſtue Kind, which are mention d 
V Paetical Criticks with ſome Honour and Regard ; 
ene of them in French by Biſhop Godeau, and the 
ether in Engliſh by Dr. Woodford. But whatſcever 
way be due to their Ingenuity, they have fallen under 
Cenſure for the too great Liberty, which they have 
taken with the holy Penman ; the former having re- 
eeiv'd a ſoft Sentence from that Goad- natur d and 
Ingenious Critict, and well-qualified Fudge upon accaunt - 
his Knowledge of the French Tongue, Dr. Bafil 
ennet, and the latter from Sir John Denham, in 
the "ns to their own Verſions. Theſe are Names 
ef fuch conſiderable Note in the learned Morld, that 
thetr Authority may have ſome Weight with any one in 
ferming his Opinion upon this Point. But yet there is 
an Extreme on the other Side, which the latter of theſe 
bas nat entirely avvided. For being flrongly poſſeſs d 
in Favour of his Sentence upon the Liberty, which he 
condemns, be hath run into the N ence, and 
bas in ſome Places curtail d his Author, whoſe ſacred 
Character will not permit ſuch a Diminution. But, 
it dath not follow, that if Sir John Denham did not 
perfectly ſucceed in the Execution of his Deſign, that 
therefore his Deſign was not commendable and judicious. 
Thich may be vn ener e the following Reflections, 
in Favour of a literal Tranſlation. 


In the firſt Place, it is now the Language {4 
l riters of no fmall Rank, as an Inſtance of 
internal Excellence of the Holy Scripture, ** That 
«© whilft moſt other Writings are improv'd by a free 
« and embelliſh'd Tranſlation, the ſacred Writmgs, 
« when literally tranſlated with a due Regard to the 
« Tdioms of the different Languages, are in their full 
PHPerfection; ſince they preſerve their Beauty and 
„Strength 


* Sce Brown's Eſſay on the Characteriſticks, and 
Felton on the Claſſicks. | 7 | 


cc Strength in whatſoever Language, by the ſole Energy 
6 of ke Phraſe, natural — of 
Sentiment, and great Simplicity.“ 


Aud then, if this Remark be juſt, it will mare 

icularly hold as an Argument for ſuch an Attempt, 

as this, in the 1 at this Time, when our 
$ 


Poetry has receiv d ſuch om ſome late 
modern Hands, particularly Mr. Pope's, as well as 
its Language ; the Nature and Genius of which are 
extremely well ſuited to ſuch a Deſign. For tis an 
Obſervation of the Celebrated Mr. Addiſon, . That 
cc the Hebrew Idioms run into the Engliſh Tongue 
cc with a particular Grace and Beauty. Our Lan- 
„ ouage, ſays he, has recetv'd innumerable Elegancies 
« and Improvements from that Infuſion of Hebraiims, 
* which are deri d to it out of the Paſſages in Holy 


* Mrit. They give a Force and Energy to our © 


4 Expreſſuns, warm and animate our Language, and 
& convey our Thoughts in more ardent and intenſe 
4 Phraſes, than any that are to be met with in our 
native Tongue.” : | 


But above all, the ſacred Character of the Book of 
Pſalms ſhould keep it free from Foreign Incroachments. 
For tho + Biſhop Grodeau acknowledges a have 
mix d his own Thoughts with the Holy Scripture, 
without any ſeeming Conſctouſneſs of Offence, *tis no 
daubt an high Treſpaſs, and an unwarrantable Free- 
dom; and ſhould ſuch an intermix d Piece come out 
under the Title of David's Pſalms, it would have a 
Merit in proportion to the Value of a Piece of Coin, 
which ſhould bear the King's Image and e 
but be depreciated by the Mixture of a Metal of an 
inferior Kind, and of debaſing Alloy. | | 


But 


* SpeQator, Vol. vi. No. 98: 
+ See the Preface to Kennet's Verſion. 
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But tho' this may be juft concerning Foreign Mix- 
nes with the divinely infpir'd Matter of the Sacred 
Books, yet ſince Divines attribute the Language to the 
Authors themſelves, ſuppoſing them to have us'd their 
own Words and Phraſes in the Delivery of the holy 
Oracles, may not a different Liberty be allowable with 
7 N to the manner ff Expreſſion in a 3 or 
erfim, of Sacred Canonical Poem? To'which we 
reply, that upon Suppoſitron the Poetic Turn andi Style, 
und the external Beauty can be ſo preſerv d, that Verſion 


FF == toill ee. be moſt acceptable to the general Taſte, 
= | + 5 which ſhall give us as near, as poſſibly, the Matter 
1 in the Pſalmiſt's own Manner of Hapreſſian. For 
iy: David is in the Sacred Hiſtory celebrated by the Title 
51 | 2 ef the ſweet Singer of Iſrael; and is confiderid as the 
1 beſt of Poets by both ancient and modern Writers. Who 
1 . then would not deſire to ſee him, as he is in himſelf? 
82 But if that cannot be in @ Tranſlation ; the next 
"F Thing to be defir'd is to have him in a Tranſlation, as 
11 lite himſelf, as the Nature of the Thing will permit. 
1 From whence we conclude it to be an high Error to 
1 mate uſe of any Expreſſion in a Tranſlatian of him 4 | 
1 | an idolatrous Stamp, ſince one grand Reaſon, why he 
1 is Ayled the beſt of Poets, is becauſe his Hymns are all 
1 facred to the True God; in which Particular the 
1  beft of the Latin Tranſlators have kar" A to offend. 
"Þ | Another Error in ſtyle upon this View would be an 
I Affeclation of one continued Strain of bfty and exalted 
7 Diction, ſuch as is ſuited properly and peculiarly to 
1 Ffablime Matter alme. When David in his Numbers 
Ig delivers moral Rules and Precepts for the Inſtruttion 
$ of All, his Style is ſuited to the didactic Matter, being 
4 plain and ſimple, and leſs adern'd with Tropes and 
; Figures. hen he groans in the Pſalns under the 
| F Senſe of Guilt, he. groans indeed aloud, but for the 
1 moſt part in the humbler Strains of Penitence and 
E Dontrition. When be petitions for future Favours, 
| | | | hrs Expreſſuns are ardent and fervint, but , equable 
1 and more continued Tenor. When he burſts farth into 1 
- 5! = Raptures 3 
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tures of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, tis in more 
pan re and ol at Meaſures. 
And when © he deſcribes "the" | Almighty's going out 
70. exerciſe his ee en bis " Enemies, we may 
ay, as Biſhop Patrick doth on the Thirty-erghth,” and 
ſame following Chapters of Job, that the Pſalmiſt's 
Poetry is as much ſuperior to that of others, ar 
Thunder is louder than a Whiſper. From hence it 
will follow, that an Expectation of lofty and fublime 
Diction in all and every Part of an Engliſh Yerfron 
of the Pſalms, is mjudicious, and Fade on a falſe 
Taſte. | 21 PR 


Having thus vindicated our Attempt of a cloſe 
Tranſlation, meaning one with as little Paraphraſe, as. 
Rhyme and Metre will allow ; we will now give ſome 
Account of the Menage of it. The firſt Thing 
remarkable, and which will be obvious to every Reader, 
is the Ven Uſe of the dread and aweful Name 
of the Supreme Being, JEHOVAH. Ti well known, 
that the later Jews forbore the Pronunciation of it; 
but Biſhop. Hare deems it 'a Supenſtition of more 
modern Date; . which probably. prevail'd after the 
Knowledge of the Hebrew Metre was loft ; becauſe, 
as he reads the Divine Name, (Javon) the ſupply 
of thoſe other Names in the room of it, viz. Adonai, 
or Elohim, in reading the Verſe, where this occurs in 
the Text, would mar the Meaſure, and ſpoil the 
Harmony of the Numbers. Beſides, it bearing the 
Import of that Name, by which God himſelf commanded 
Moſes to call him to the Jews, no doubt the ancient 
Jews gave him that Name on Solemn Occaſions, 4 
which he Wer choſe to be called. To which"add, 
that the Holy Pſalmiſt ſeems to delight in the Repetition 
Mit, to take the higheſt Pleaſure in, and to dwell upon 
the Sound. And tis for theſe Reaſons, that aue have 
for the moſt Part in this reſpect follow'd the Text in 
' | tis 
dee his Prolegomena. | 
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this Tranſlation ; and more eſpecially in thoſe P 
which _— d to the Nations, and N a 
2 them w — 15 True 7 the God F 
rael, by Name, in ſtion to the ſtrange and falſe 
Gads, or Idols of the Heathen. * 


Again, as we have above made a Determination in 
Favour of a cloſe Tranſlation, it may be proper to 
remark thereupon, that we do not therein mean to 
exclude a ſparing Uſe 4 the Periphraſis, or Circum- 
lacution. For tho Sir * John Denham cenſures 
Ar. Barton upon this Account, yet we may venture to 
affirm, that if it is a Fault, *tis the moſt excuſable 
of any, which one, engag d in ſuch a Wort, can be 
guilty of. For it relates only to the Diction, and may 
be us*'d without any Addition to, or Diminution of the 
divinely inſpir d Matter. And ſince neither of theſe 
will be allow'd by the judicious Taſte, it remains, as 
ame Alteration muſt be made in the Transfuſion from one 

Language to another, that this Indulgence ſhould be 
granted in the Diction, fo that it be madeſily taken to 
ſerve the end of Perſpicuity, and ſo far, as to gain a 
Scope for the Rhyme to turn in, or the framing 
of the Meaſures. | 


But then as to the kind of Meaſure, what may 
vindicate ſuch an Attempt in Heroic Numbers? Now 
of all thoſe, who have endeavour'd to reſcue the 

ebrew Metre from Oblivion, ſuch as Gomarus, 
Meibomius, Le Clerc, and Biſhop Hare, each is 
difſentient from his Predeceſſor in this Work ; and the 
laſt-mention'd Biſhop is far from having made tbe 
Skillful in the Hebrew Tongue perfect Converts to his 
Opinion. So that there can be no Rule of Imitation 
from their Performances to determine a Tranſlator to 
any certain Meaſures in ſuch an Attempt, Nay, I 
believe, whoever ſhall conſult their Specimens, will 
ſome Lings, (if they regard not the Quantity of Syllables, 

; | according 


See the Preface to his Verſion. 
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the Po Biſhop H aha 
_"_ 5 . n iſh — 


erſe. But whether that be — or not, there 
have been Greek Exemplars, both Ancient and Modern, 
as well as Latin, to countenance ſuch a Verſion in aur 
Tongue. And tho the Engliſh Yerfions have bitherts 
rus into the Variety of the ſhorter Verſe, as ſuiting 
by i Be ict, and the Publick Service; yet 
Sir John Denham acknowledges, that he could have 
ſucceeded better in various Inſtances, had he indulg'd 
e in the Verſe of Ten Syllables, er the Englith 
Heroic; which may vindicate the Uſe of it in this 
Mort, that is intended for the Pocket, or the Cloſet, 
and not to be ſet to Church-Mufick, or for the 
Publick Worſhip. And indeed, it would not have been 
conſiſtent with Modeſty, nay it would haue been bold 
Preſumption, to have engag d in ſuch a Work with 
the latter View, unleſs under the Direction and Appro- 


bation Us the Biſhops and Governors id the Church. 


1 only remains, that we ſhould point ont the FART 3 
Uſe, that this Work may tend to, when there are fo 
many Venſions already extant, Now, the its one. 
_— Meaſure is not ſo well adapted, as above 

>, to be ſet to various Tunes, yet all Poetry is 

Ae in itſelf; and as the Heroic Verſe is the 
Favourite of ſome Ears, it oy wrth ſuch Perſons have. 
an Advantage over a ranſlation, or one in 
other Meaſures, for private Uk, and in their devotional 
Retirements. For which End the Book of Pſalms is 
ſweetly ſuited ; as well as for publick Worſhip. And 
the Arguments to each Pſalm in this Verſion may be of 
ſervice for this Purpoſe, to point out thoſe, proper for 
the various Occaſions 9 Confeſſion of Sin, Petition for 
2 and Pardon, Faith and Reliance upon God, and 
| Pe re Bleſſmgs for ourſelves and all Mankind ; 
Sa hanf giving for 2 already receiv d, for our 
Creation, Preſervation by God the Father, and our 

Redemption thro the. Meſliah, therein promis'd ; and 
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of Praiſe for the Excellence of the Divine Nature, and 
all the Wonders of his Providence. Beſides which, the 
Notes, together with the Arguments, which are not 
common to other Poetical Editions, may aſſiſt the 


"Apprehenſion of the Reader, who is not converſant 
with 0208; has and ee, and tend * 


better underſtanding of the Pſalms ; which is a v 


conſiderable End, and may itſelf alone be an Apology 


or the Publication of this Wort; as this good Intention, 
and the known Difficulty of the Performance, may 
apologize for the many Defetts in the Execution of it. 


Page 50, in the note, for P:th-hhe read Pith-he. P. 
116, I. c, for ad read led. P. 186, I. 12, for aam read 
name. P. 193, I. 10, add a period at the end of the line. 
P. 227, I. 1, for his read itt. P. 265, I. 10, read 
As thro" the wild, he led them thro" the deep. P. 288, 1. 
10, in the Argument, for deſparation read deſperation. 
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DA VID, 


In HEA 160 Ma 8 uR E. 


PS ALM I. 


ARGUMENT. 


The End of Man is Bleſednefs and the Way to it 
the Obſervance of God's Law; which the Author, 
whether the Collector of theſe five Books of Palas, 
or David, as ä and N think, lays 

— 2 down 

2 Thou op hs whole book of Pſalms is 8 
entitled, The Pſalms of David, yet tis apparent, as 
well from the matter, as the Hebrew inſeriptions, that 
ſeveral of them had different authors. But then there 


are fifty, which have no author, or occaſion, inſerib d: 
and of theſe twenty-five have no inſcription at all ; 


one of which i is this noted hymn, which is . 
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2 The PSALMS of DAVID, 
down here as the Foundation (ſo St. Baſil conceives 
"of it) of the whole enſuing Work. So that out of 
Athanaſius's piſile to Marcellinus, and Theo- 
doret's Preface to this Pſalm, we may beſtow 
upon it the Title of | (NE 66 e or Bleſſed- 
Þ. nels. PATRICK. 


LESSINGS b await that man, who never ſtrays 
Thro' wicked counſel from religion's ways; 

From ſinners paths who keeps his cautious feet, 

And fits not vaunting in the ſcorner's ſeat : 

Nought from its joy his raptur'd ſoul can draw, 

But day and night he ſcans Jenovan's law. 

This bleſſed man ſhall future ſeaſons fee 

His honours ſpreading, as a verdant tree ; 


Which 


to the whole work. Yet the Seventy, and other ancient 
interpreters, have either from tradition, or written au- 
thority, aſcrib'd moſt of them to their ſeveral Authors, 
and in particular Apollinarius in his Greek, heroic, 
verſion has inſcrib'd this, An hymn of David, the king 
and prophet. 

b BLESSINxOGS. Heb. AsnH-RE. Tis noted by the 
learned biſhop HRE in his metrical Hebrew edition of 
the Pſalms, (complaining thereupon of the preſent 
ſlender knowledge -of the Hebrew tongue,) that the 

atical acceptation of this word is doubtful, viz. 
whether it is to be taken adverbially, adjectiveiy, or 
—_— but he is inclined to t : latter, and ac- 


cordin £4 y.we have render'd it ſubſtantively, different 


_ common run of tranſlations in proſe and 


| 
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1 TF PSALMS ff L AVID. 3 
| Which © riv'lets, that divide the winding mead, 
With fertile ſtores from plenteous currents feed: 

He ſhall with timely fruit unfading ſta-t, 

And all ſhall proſper which he takes in hand. 

 \Notſo th' unjuſt: far different is his lot, 

Whoſe leaf ſhall wither, and whoſe branches rot: 
Soon ſhall he paſs, with no remains behind, 
Like empty chaff before the driving wind- 

He ſhall not ſtand, when judgment's ſummons call; 
Before th' aſſembled juſt ſhall ſinners fall :_ 
Jexovan knows th' upright, and notes his way, 
But ways of fin lead to a ſwift decay, 


G 
e 11 BIG, 
2 — 8 — 


© RivuLeTs, in Heb, called PL AIM, diviſions or 
partitions, In hot countries they uſed to plant gardens 
near ſprings of water, from whence the huſbandman 
deriv'd many little becks, or riverets, to run on the 
roots of trees, ſet in a row, whereby they were moiſt. 
ened and made fruitful. AinsworTH. e 
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PSALM I. 
AG UMENT. 


This Pſalm (under the Hiſtory of David, whom 
from a low and afflifted Condition, through much 
Oppoſition from Saul and others, God raiſed to a 
Throne,) contains an illuſtrious Prophecy. of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt ; whom God raiſed even from 
the Dead, made the King of Glory, and notwith- 
landing all that the Scribes, and Phariſees, Herod, 
and vther Princes, could do to hinder it, enlarged 
his Kingdom to the uttermaſt Parts of the Earth. 
FATRICE | 


HY do the heathens in fierce tumults rage ? 

Why do the lands in vain with heav'n engage ? 
The worldly kings againſt the Loxp combine, 
Againſt his 4 Cuz1sT the furious princes join: 


Let 


d CurrsT, AxoinTeD. Heb. Masnracn, or Mzs- 
stas Which word, though it be general for the ancient 
Kings, Prieſts, Prophets, who were anointed with 
oil, yet it is principally the name of the Sox of Goo, 
our Saviour, who was known in Iſrael by the name of 


the Messias, and among the Greeks by the name of 


Cnr1sT. Accordingly it here points more eminently 
at him, who was the king immortal, an9inted auith 
the oil of gladneſs above his fellows, as well as at Da- 
vid, who was a type of him, and ſuffered the hke op- 

| | | poſition, 
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Let us, they raſhly fay, exert our hands 
To caſt away their cords, and break their bands. 
But he, who fills the regal ſeat on high, 
Shall laugh with ſcorn, and all their rage defy ; 
Jeuovan ſhall deride the rebel crew, 
And ſpeak his wrath in the ſwift judgments due. 
1% J have anointed, through my ſov'reign will, 
„ My king, enthron'd on * Sion's ſacred hill: 
* T'll publiſh the decree, no power ſhall break. 
This is the purpoſe, which Jzxovan ſpake : 
% Thou art my Son, begotten to the throne, 
| « "This is the birth-day of my Choſen One: 

« Aſk me the heathen kingdoms ſhall be thine, : 
Thy "Rabliſh'd rule ſhall diſtant realms confine : 
© Thane iron rod ſhall bear reſiſtleſs ſway, 

* Daſh kings in pieces, as the patter's clay." 
Learn now, ye kings, ye earthly judges, hear; | 
With joyful homage the dread Lord revere. 

: B 3 | O! 


oſition, as he did, from his own people, and the ru- 
ers and governors of the nations. Acts iv. 27, 28. 
AINSWORTH. 5 | | 
© Ston. The name of an high mountain and fort 
in Jeruſalem, taken from the Febu/ites by Dawid, to 
which he brought the ark, and near which was built 
the temple, It was therefore called the mountain of 
holineſs, and was a figure of Chriſt's church. 


— 


6 Th PSALMS ef DAVID. 
O!] kiſs the Son f; his kindling fury ftay, 

Leſt ye ſhould periſh from the righteous way, 
If it blaze forth but little. O! ye juſt, 
Bleſſings are yours, who fix on him your truſt. 


7 


P ˙ » KN 


PSALM I.. 
AR GU ME Nx. 
The HEBREW Inſcription. 


# Phin of Dawid, makes be fad from the Fic of 


OW thick, Jznovan, my diſtreſſes riſe ! 
What numerous troops my threat'ned fall deviſe ! 
His ſaul ſhall die, the faithleſs Many ſay, 
His Saviour God has caſt him quite away. 
| c Selah. 
"To. 


f O! kiss Tug Sox. Kiſſing was uſed in fign of 
love and obedience, Gen. xli. 40. As alſo in reli- 
gion and divine worſhip; and therefore due to Chriſti. 
AINSWORTH. 

s SELAH, from SALAL, exaltavit, or SALAH, remiſit. 
The learned biſhop Hart remarks, that this word en- 
tirely reſpects the muſic, to which the pſalm is ſet: 
but that whether it ſignifies an elevation, or remiſſion 
of the voice, or a pauſe, was not to be diſcover'd. 
Yet if we conſider, that the firſt time it occurs, as in 
this place, it follows an expreſſion, in which a a” 

| P 
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To thee, IE HOVAR, all mine hope is fled, _ 
My ſhield, my glory, which exalts mine head: 
Yet with my voice I moy'd Jenovan ſtill, 


Who kindly anſwer'd from his holy hill. 


Selah. 


T laid me down, and ſlept, and wak'd again, 


For twas Jenovan did my life ſuſtain : 
Tho' round about me foes in myriads roſe, 
My fearleſs ſoul ſhall reſt in ſweet repoſe. 


| Jenovan, riſe; forbear, my God, no more, 


To ſave me from the rebels treach'rous pow] r. 
'Thou in their cheeks the crackling bones haſt broke, 


And craſh'd their teeth with thine avenging ſtroke. 


"Tis thine, O Lord, ſalvation to beſtow, 
From thee alone thy people's bleſſings low. - 
. Selah. 


al word js heightened by an additional, emphatical, 
etter, to encreaſe the ſenſe ; and that in two places be- 


low, it anſwers to an exultation of the Pſalmiſt' in the 


love and favour of God, we may conjeQure it denotes, 
that the muſic there dwells and reſts upon the thought. 
So that in matter of more intenſe joy, or forrow, or 
raging wickedneſs, or pride, or the aggravated vani 

of human nature, or acts of devotion, and eagernef: 
of deſire, it indicates, that by an elevation of the notes, 
or other modulation, and alſo by a proper pane, the 
found is there deſigned to be an Echo to the ſenſe, and 
that thereby the attention be more ſtrongly excited. 
See BuxToRF upon the word, and AinsworTH, 


_ ByTHNER, &c. on the place. 
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4 xo. 


PSALM W. 


To the Maſter of Muſic on Neginoth (firinged 
Inſtruments.) A Pſalm of David. 
A R GU ME N T. 

When, or upon what Occaſion, this Pſalm was 
penn d, is not certainly known : though the Matter 
of it makes it probable, it was the ſame, - or the 
like Diſtreſs, wherein he made the foregoing, Pa- 
TRICK. 


H! righteous God, receive my juſt addreſs, 
Thou haſt enlarg'd me, when in ftrait diſtreſs ; 
J fly for mercy, and relief to thee, 


Hear thou mine humble pray'r, and ſet me free ; 
How long, b ye ſons of men, will ye defame 
My life ; and turn my glory into ſhame ? 
How long will ye my ſov'reign pow'r defy 
With vain pretexts, and forge th' infidious lye ? 
Selah. 
Know, thro' Jetovan's wond'rous choice I reign, | 
I ne'er ſhall aſk Jenovan's'ear in vain, 
His 


b Sons OF MEN, Hereby is meant 2 men, the 
Hebrew being Is n, which is the name of man ar 50 
wy his power and dignity, as appeareth from P 

. 3» | ; 
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His favour'd ſervant, Stand in holy awe, 


Nor by your fins tranſgreſs his righteous law. 
When on your beds you lie reclin'd at eaſe, 
Conſult your hearts, and your commotions ceaſe, - 


Selah, 


Bring ye the i offering of a ſoul that's juſt, 


And in Jzxovan put your certain truſt. 

Who will promote our good? the Many ſay ; 

Beam forth, O Lord, thy face's chearful ray: 

Thy gracious looks more cordial joys afford, 

Than corn, and wine, and oil, upon their board. 
TI lay me down in peace, and ſweetly ſleep, 
Since thou, O Lord, alone my tent doſt ſafely keep 


i The Chaldee giveth this "WY Subdue your hy, 
and it foall be counted unto you as a ſacrifice of juli. 


So that the paſſage of the Roman Satyriſt to this pur- 


poſe ſeems to be a ray me the divine wiſdom. 


P fas, juſque animi, ſanctoſſue recg ws 
Mentis, & incoctum generoſo pettus honefto ; 
Hæc cedo, ut admoveam templis, & farre litabo. 


Pzns. Sat. 14. 
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PSALM V. 


To the chief Muſician upon Nehilth, (the Organ.) 
A Pſalm of David. 
ARGUMEN T. 
E is preſumed to have been compos d, when the Au- 
thor was under the Perſecution of Saul, or Ab- 
falom, in Commemoration of that ſad Condition, 


and of the devout Confidence he placd in God for 
Deliverance out of it. PATRICK. 


T TEAR me, O Lord, when by my words addreſt, 
| And weigh the muſings of my penſive breaſt; 
Vield to my crying with thy gracious nod, 

To thee I make my pray'r, my king, and God. 

In early morn ſhalt thou, Jenovan, hear, 

When with my vows I court thy fav'ring ear: 

When early morn ſhall gild the ruddy ſkies, 

Tow'rds heav'n I'll ſend my voice, and * fix mine eyes: 
Thou, God, no evil can't with pleaſure ſee, 

No wicked perſon ſhall abide with thee : 


Vain- 
* Heb. Va-aTsay-Pe, and I will intently bend mine 


eyes. The word here and conjugation denote vigilant 
and diligent expectation of what God will anſwer. 


M 3 
1 


3 
* 
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Vain-glorious folly dreads thy ſearching fight, _ 
Thou hateſt all, who! do not truth and right, 

Liars ſhall periſh, by thine arm withſtood ; 
The Lord abhors the = guileful man of blood. 
Thro' mercies great PIl in thine houſe appear, 


And tow'rds thy temple bow in holy fear. 


In thy ſtrait paths of right thy ſervant guide, 
O Lord, leſt thro* my foes my footſteps flide. 


Forth from their mouth no certain truths proceed, 
Wwilſt in their hearts the woeful evils breed. 


Their throat's an open ſepulchre; their tongue 
Smooths with deceitful ſpeech the purpos'd wrong. 
Their crimes for thy judicial vengeance call; 


Let them, O God, by their own counſels fall: 
Reject them, thro? their num'rous ſins thy foes, 


For againſt thee their rebel bands aroſe. 
Let thoſe who lean on thy protecting care, 


Sing hymns, and with loud tranſports rend the air : 


Since 


| CHaLDEE tranſlateth it, Them, that di falſbood. 
The Heb. Aven, or according to biſhop Haze, On ſig- 
nifies Mendacium, a lie: but then 'tis a lie in things, 
not in words, as when one omitteth the good, which 
he ought to do, or commits evil, eſpecially. idolatry, 


from whence comes ſorrow, and judicial miſery. 


m Orig. Man of bloods; which. expreſhon, in the 
plural number, ſignifies, not the heroic blood-ſpiller, 
but the treacherous man-ſlayer. AinSWORTH, 
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Since thou from danger doſt preſerve them free, 
Let thoſe, who love thy name, rejoice in thee : 
Thy grace ſhall crown them, Lord, thy bleffing guide, 
And ſcreen them, as a fhield, on every fide. © 


PSALM VI. 


To the chief Muſician on Neginoth, upon n Sheminith, 
i. e. on the Harp of eight Strings. 


AR GUM EN x. 


IV ben David labour d under fome grievous Diſaſs 
he made his Complaints to God, and deprecated his 
Diſpleaſure, according to the Senſe of this Pſalm. 
By way of Accommodation, the Wards have been ap- 
Plied' to the Sickneſs of the Mind; but upon the 
former Account alſo it may be cal d wy the Peni- 
tential Pſalms. PATRICK. 


HECK thy rebukes, O Lord; thy wrath aſlwage, | 
Do not chaſtiſe me in thy boiling rage. 
Have mercy on me, Lord, diſtreſs'd and weak, 
To heal my vexed bones thee, Lord, I ſeek. 
My ſore- vex'd ſoul's reſentment quick, and ſtrong, 
Anſwers each pang ; but thou, O Lord, how long ?--- 
Turn, for thy mercy's ſake, O Lord, and ſave 


A dying wretch, and ſnatch him from the grave. 


There | 


in the church amongſt men) celebrate and 
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= There he no longer can adore thy name, 


' Sound forth his thanks, or blaze thy glorious fame. 


Weary, and with my groaning faint and low, 
All night my ſorrows make my bed o'erftow : 
Whene'er I court the ſoft reeruits of ſleep, 


My water'd couch in ſtreaming tears I ſteep: 


Mine eye is gnawn with grief, decay'd its grace, 


And thro' my foes ſtiff in my furrow'd face: 
Avaunt, ye wicked crew, - Jznovan hears, 
And melts with pity at my mournful tears : 


I am no outcaſt, no; the Lord will grant 


My full petition, and relieve my want. 
Letall my foes with ſhame and horror burn, 
Let them, confus'd, with fudden ſhame return. 


n This argument is often uſed in the Pſalms to ob- 
tain the favour of God, that not the Dead, but thoſe, 
who remain in the land of the living, can openly, Ice. 

w forth 
the name and praiſes of God. See Pſalm xxx. g. lxxx. 


10. exv. 17. Alſo Ifaiab. xxxviii ui. 18. —_— Alns- 
WORTH, 


PSALM 


"IgE 
— ů — — —— 
* 


If, well receiv'd on favour's gracious call, 
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PSALM VI. 


Shiggaion (Solace) of David, which he ſang unto 
the Lord, concerning the Words (or Ty 
of Cuſb the Benjamite. | 


AR GUMEN T. 

An excellent Pſalm, composd by David, to comme- 
morate the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord, upon Occa- 
fron of fome Calumnies and falſe Accuſations; where- 
in Cuſh, one of the ſame Tribe with Saul, and 
probably one of his Courtiers, or Captains, if not © 
his Kinſman, had charg'd David with ſome very 
great Crime, of Treaſon it is likely, and Conſpiracy 
againſt Saul. PATRICK. 


0 Lord, my God, my truſt i is fix'd on aw, 
From the purſuing tyrant ſet me free : 
Leſt, if thou ſhouldſt with-hold thy ſaving pow'r, 
He, like a lion, ſhould my ſoul devour. 
O Lord, my God, if this againſt me ſtand, 
If there's diſloyal treach'ry in mine hand; 


I Cer devis d my peaceful Sov'reign's fall; 3 


| (Nay, when provok'd, and urg'd by hoſtile ſtrife, ® 


Hi: I preſerv'd, who cauſeleſs ſought my life) _ 
May x 
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Let my pale corſe be trampled in the mire, 


At length, Jznovan, rouſe thy fleeping rage, 


Ariſe up for me, in my cauſe declare, 


The PSALMS of DAVID: ug 
May I the object of his wrath remain, n 
And let my blood his vengeful ſword diſtain: 


And let mine honour in the duſt expire. 


Exert thy terrors, and my foes engage: 


And in thy juſtice prove my dealings fair 

Then all the people ſhall to thee reſort, 

Attend thy ſentence, and revere thy court. 

Lord, for their ſakes, fit thou, enthron'd on high, 


Judge them, and me; mine upright conſcience try. 
| Stop, ſtop, the wicked's wild career, but give 


The good to proſper, and the juſt to live. 

The righteous God doth try the ſecret reins, 

And ſearches out the heart' 8 moſt hidden tains : _ 

God is my ſhield, who takes the glorious part | 

To ſave the penitent and pure of heart. 

The judge ſupreme abets the righteous canſe, 

God daily frowns on thoſe, who break his laws : 

If ſtill they turn not, and their fins forego, 

He whets his ſword, and bends his ready bow: 
Prepares Death's arms, which may their ſouls annoy, ; 
His ſhafts the * tyrants will deſtroy. 5 
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16 The PSALMS ff DAVID. 
The ſland' rer travels big with fruitful guile, 
And, when matur'd, brings forth the treach'rous wile: 


He digs a pit, and ſets a deadly gin, 


But mark, O ſtrange reverſe ! He falls therein, 
Caught in his own premeditated toil ; 

On his own head his miſchiefs all recoil. | 
To fing Jszovan's truth my voice I'll raiſe, 
And blazon forth, O Lord moſt High, thy praiſe. 


PS ALM VIL 


To the chief Muſician upon Gittith (Harps of 
Gath.) A Pſalm of David. 


ARG UM E N x. 
*Trs preſum d to have been compos d upon his Victory 


over the haughty and inſolem Giant, Goliath of 


Gath; which is very agreeable to the Matter of the 
Pſalm, and a lively Emblem of Chrift's Conqueſt 
over our great * the Devil, PATRICK, 


O Lord, our 3 "hand glorious i is thy name? 
Proclaim'd o er all the earth's extended frame, 

Not bounded there, the lower orbs out-gone, 

Thy glory ſhines arqund the heavenly throne. 

| That 


The PSALMS ff DAVID. ry 
That o ſtrength is thine, thy foes indignant ſee, | 
From babes and ſucklings mouths aſcrib'd to thee : 
They ſtand confounded, who oppos'd thy will, | 
The v Enemy is quell'd, th' Avenger ſtill. | 
When o'er the heav'ns I caſt my ſearching eye; 
And the bright wonders of thine hands deſcry, 
The moon and ſtars, with every ſpangled ſphere, 
Which, by thy mandate, blaze ſuſpended there: 
what! what is 4 man! to merit thus thy care? 
Why doth the ſon of man ſuch favours ſhare? 


8 -6- Him; 


1 


„ Heb. Gunoz, ffrength, or : Atrong praiſe, i. e. 
praiſe for ſtrength. Pſalm xxix. 1. Give the Lord 
glory and firength.” AinsworTH, BYTHNER. 


This probably refers to Goliath, vanquiſh'd by Da- 
did in his minority. See the argument, and Bp. HARE's 
note upon the place. | 

4 Heb. Exosn. Here man is ſo called after the 
name of Adam's nephew, Gen. iv. 26. which ſignifies 
doleful, ſorrowful, wretched, and fick incurably. And 
this name \s given to all men, to put them in mind of 
their miſery and mortality. AinsWoORTH. 


. = Heb. Apam. As before men are in the original 
called Enoſb, for their doleful eftate by ſin, ſo are they 
Adam, or ſons of Adam, that is earthly, to put them 
in mind of their origin and end, who were made of 
Adamah, the earth, even of the duſt, to which they 
ſhall return. AinsworTn. | 
But Bp. PaTRick is of opinion, that Ben-Adam is 
here, and in other places of the Pſalms, equivalent to 
Ben-1h, a denomination of dignity, ſignifying a prince, 
or mighty man. See the preface to his paraphraſe, 


| 18 T% PSALMS F DAVID, 3 
1 ; Him, when the breath of life thou didſt inſpire, 7 
„ Thou mad'ſt but lower than th' angelic choir ; 4 
With grace and honour crown'd, creation's king; 
Her ſtores beneath his feet doth nature bring: 
To him all ſheep and oxen homage yield, 
| To him the ſavage beaſts, which range the field ; 
Th' aerial fowl, and fiſh their tribute pay, 
Wh Which cleave the ſea, and walk thro” th' ocean's way. . | 
Wl O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is thy name, 4 
Proclaim'd o'er all the earth's extended frame ? E 
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1 To the chief Muſician upon Muth-labben, (the Death 
of a great Champion.) A Pſalm of David. 


ARGUMEN-T. 


It was compoſed and delivered to the Maſter of Muſic 
in the Tabernacle, when he was in ſome great Diſ- | 
treſs, v. 13. wherein he commemorates God's former 
Deliverances of him, both when he kilPd Goliath, 
and got frequent Viftories afterwards over the Phi- 1 
liſtines, and other Enemies of Iſrael. PATRICK, + E 


N great Jeyovan my whole heart ſhall dwell, Y 
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| And all his wond'rous works my tongue ſhall tell: 1 
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Thy name with joy ſhall fill the gladſome lay, 
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My ſongs, O Lord, moſt high, their tribute pay. 9 3 
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My foes confounded fly, or tamely yield, 


When thy dread preſence awes the hoſtile field, 


My cauſe is reſcu'd from o'erpow'ring might; 


He fills the throne, who always judges right. 
Rebuk'd the Heathen, and ungodly ſtand, 
Their very name is periſh'd from the land. 
Each city's raz'd , and its memorial's o'er, 
Thou foe, deſtruction's work is now no more. 


The great Jen ovan always muſt endure, 


| Fix'd is his ſeat of judgment, ever ſure. 
To his dread ſentence all the world muſt ſtand, 


Who deals forth right with an impartial hand. 


| Jzxovan's an high fort, when tyrants preſs, 


He's an high fort in ſeaſons of diſtreſs : 
Sure is their friend, who to Je novan flee, 


And they, that know thy name, will truſt in thee. 


Sing to the Lord, who doth in Sion dwell, 


His mighty deeds amongſt the people tell. | 
C4 | He 

* 'This is a difficult paſſage in the original. Some 
underſtand it as an ironical inſult upon the enemy, who 
had meditated the utter extirpation of Iſrael, but in 
vain. SIMEON DE Mois holds it as ſuch an irony, |, 
with an immediate retort upon the enemy, that on the 
contrary the event of deſtruction happened on them. 
But LE CLERC underſtands it of the villas of the ene- 
my, built in ſolitary or retir'd places; which the He- 
brews had burnt, and their cities, which they had razed. 
"Tis manifeſt it refers to ſome notable devaſtation, but 
what particular one is not certain, Bp. Hare. 
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He counts the number of the righteous ſlain, 
Nor marks the meek afflited's blood in vain. 
Look, gracious, on my ſufrings, Lord; my breath 
Prolong ; and fave me from the gates of death. 
Then in thy courts my tuneful voice I'll raiſe, 
In Sion's beauteous ports reſound thy praiſe : 
Sunk are the Heathen in the pits they made, 
Their foot is caught in nets themſelves have laid: 
Known is the Lord, known are his judgments done; 
By his own hands is ſnar'd the wicked one. 

| * Hig-ga-jon Selah, 
Hell's gaping mouth will the tranſgreſſors take, 
And all the Heathen, who ſhall God forſake: 
Not always ſhall the poor forgotten lye, 
Nor hopeleſs ever ſhall the needy cry: | 8 
Ariſe, JEnovan, quell the human arm, ; 
Before thy face ſound forth the dire alarm ; 
Judge, Lord, the Heathen ; make them fear thy name, 
And know they're men, and but of weakly frame. 

- Selah. 


* Hic-ca-Jox denotes, that the preceding matter 


bs worthy of the higheſt attention; and the ſubſequent 


Selah imports, that the muſick ſhould conſiſt of riſing 
and ſwelling notes, followed with a fit pauſe, corre- 
ſpondent to it, | 


PSALM 
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PSALM X. 


ARGUME N T. 


This Pſalm is a lively Deſeription of wicked, atheiftical, 
Men in Power and Authority, which they abuſe to 


the Oppreſſion of the meaner Sort ; againſt whom 
the Pſalmiſt beſeeches the divine Vengeance, and re efts 
* they ſhall be ſuppreſs a. F. TRICK. 


HY art thou not, Jznovan, kindly near? 
Why doſt thou hide in times of troublous fear ? 

The haughty proud with heat the poor purſues ; 

Let ſuch be caught in the ſhrewd arts they uſe: 


He boaſts, he plumes himſelf, in wickedneſs, 
And tyrants, whom Jz ova a hates, will bleſs. | 
No thoughts of heaven his lofty looks controul, 
No fear of God awes his preſumptuous + | BE 
Clouds veil thy judgments from his diſtant eye, 
Still doth he thrive, and all his foes defy : 

His heart ſuggeſts, his foot ſhall ſtand ſecure, 
And his ſucceſs from age to age endure : | 


His mouth 1s full of fraud, deceit, and wrong, 
| And painful evil dwells beneath his tongue: 


"> ENG Cloſs 
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Cloſe couch'd in wily ambuſcade he lies, 
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Way-lays the innocent, the poor deſcrys, 
Then on his prey with murth' ring fury flies. 
As the fierce lion * lurketh in his den, 
| | | | 4 He lieth ſecretly, and lurks for men: 


To ſnatch the poor diſtreſs'd his toils are ſet, 
The poor diſtreſs'd he ſnatches in his net: 


He crouching bows, their ruin to enſure, 


Then ruſh his forces on a troop of poor. 

b N | God, ſays his heart, will not ſuch actions trace, 
| 'f | He will not always ſee, he hides his face. 

Nl | | Jenovan, riſe, lift up, O God, thine hand, 
| Think on the meek ; regard their lowly band : 
if | Why do th' unjuſt the heavenly king deſpite, 
Why think, that God will not their ill requite? 
| Surely thou ſeeſt, thou doſt behold the wrongs, 


To cruſh ſuch miſchiefs to thine hand belongs: 
To thee for refuge naked orphans flee, 


And all the poor commend their cauſe to thee : 


ö I! Difarm 
1 | t The repetitions of the words and expreſſions in this 
bs paſſage, are deſigned to correſpond therein to the origi- 
"4 nal; and fo thro' the whole tranſlation, 

110 8 | 
l 
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Diſarm the wicked, quell the evil one, : 
Seek oat his evil, *till thou findeſt none u: | 
Jexovan's king, endleſs is his command, 
Swept are the Heathen from his choſen land : 
JE HO vA R, thou our humble cry doſt hear, 


Prepare our heart, and lend thy fav'ring ear: 


Jo judge th' oppreſs'd, and orphan, and aſſwage 
1 O'er abject man the duſt-ſprung tyrant's rage. 


1 | : PSAL M XL | 
1 To the Maſter of Muſick. A Pſalm of David. 


A R GU M E N I. 


It was probably compose d, when Saul perſecuted him, 
and ſome adviſed him to feek his Safety by Flight : 
or rather when Saul began to have evil Deſigns againſt 
him, and he was invited by ſome, who pretended 
Friendſhip to him, to a Place of Safety in the moun- 
tainous Country of Judea, PATRICK. 


1 ä N good Jeyovan doth mine hope rely, 


E > To rocks and mountains I diſdain to fly; 
3 wy Wat, 


u In Jer. I. 20. The ſins of God's people are not 
found, becauſe of his mercy in pardoning them: as 
the fins of the wicked are not found, becauſe of his 
judgments in utterly conſuming them. Ezek. xxiti. 48, 
Which is the ſenſe here, AinsworTnu, Hars. 
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„ What, bid my ſoul to deſart hills repair, 

0 , « And ſeek, like lonely birds, a refuge there? 

10 4% The ungodly bend their bow, the twanging ſtring 
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Mill « Is fix'd, and death is juſt upon the wing: 

f OW | | | From covert darkneſs aims the pointed dart, 

| [i | « To ſtrike the pious and upright in heart: 

| il | «© The x founded laws are raz'd all o'er the land, 
« How then ſhall innocence unguarded ftand ?” 
F | | Yet in his ſacred houſe the Lord abides, 


Jenovan on his heav'nly throne preſides : 


10 | O'er all the world he darts his piercing eye, 

| And Adam's earthly ſons his eye-lids try : 

10 He proves th' upright; the men of violence 

| The Lord abhors, and ſoon will {weep them hence. 
Forth ruſh his ſtorms, thro' burning blaſts they quake, 
| | And o'er their heads ſulphureous tempeſts break: ; 


We N | | | Live 


0 * Heb. Ha- ha- thuth Je-ha- re- ſun, the foundations = 
e are caft doaun: That the former of theſe words is right- 1 
1 bl ly render'd in the bible verſion, foundations, is evi- > 

dent from the latter, but then the ſenſe is not ſo cer- 
tain. The beſt interpreters, following Symmachus and 
Ferom, underſtand it of the laws, in which the ſafety 
of the members of ſociety conſiſts. Hare. | 


The meaning is, What ſhall the innocent man do 
for ſecurity, but betake himſelf to flight ? Thus far are = 
the words of David's friends, perſuading him to fly *# 
far ſafety, Hare, = „ . 
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The PSALMS of DAVID. 23 
Live coals, fire, brimſtone, in their cup are thrown, 
And doom'd are they to drink the potion down, 
The juſt JEHOVAH loves the juſt and true, 
His face with pleaſure doth the righteous view.. 


PSALM XII. 


eight Strings.) A Palm of David. 


ARGUMEN T. 


The Occaſion of it is not expreſs d; but it ſeems a ſad 


Complaint of the Manners of that Age, eſpecially of 
the Court of Saul : ſome think it aim d at Doeg, or | 


partly at the Ziphites, or ſuch like, who promiſing 


him their Friendſhip, would oave betray'd bim to 
Saul. PATRICK, 


N thee, Jexovan, muſt mine help depend, 
Ceas'd is the godly man, and faithful friend. 

Who truſts his neighbour ſoon ſhall find the ſmart, 
From flattering lips, and from a double heart ; 
Th' upright Jen ovan never will abide 
The lips deceitful, or the tongue of pride: 
Which ſay, we will prevail, we own no lords, 
Then who fhall ſcal our mouths „or bar our words? 
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26 The PSALMS of DAVID. 


Whilſt the ſpoil'd needy their ſad groans prolong, 

I, ſays the Lord, will riſe, and eaſe the wrong: 
Jznovan's words ſhall ſtand for ever ſure, 

Like ſilver, ſeven-times try'd, his words are pure: 
Always ſecure beneath Jen ovan's care, 

His Pow'r ſhall keep them from the tyrant's ſnare. 

z Amaz'd the wicked wander to and fro, 


When thou doſt raiſe from earth th' obſcure and low. 


—_—_—. 


* * 


— n.. 


P SAL M XIII. 
To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David. 


A R G U M E N I. 


It is not known to what Time it relates; but by the 
Matter of it we may underſtand he was in ſome 
great Diſtreſs, when he indited it; either by the 
Perſecution of Saul, or of Abſalom. PATRICK. 

IL I thou for ever a ſhroud thy beaming grace? 

Forget me ſtill, O Lord, and hide thy face ? 


How 


z This is reckon'd a very obſcure place in the ori- 
ginal, which is variouſly render'd by expoſitors. 'The 
learned biſhop Hare declares himſelf at a loſs for the 


ſenſe. We have tranſlated it under the authority of 


biſhop PATRICE in his paraphraſe, which ſeems to ſuit 
the connection. | 

* That is by withdrawing thy favourable countenance 
and comfort; which the Chaldee expoundeth, the bright- 
neſs of thy face. AiNSWORTH, 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 25 
How long ſhall ſad ſuſpence my peace controul? 
How long th' exalted Foe o'er-awe my ſoul ? 
Behold, O Lord; hear, and preſerve my breath; 
Lighten mine eyes, leſt they ſhould ſleep in death. 
Let not my foes for joyful trophies call, 


Say, we've prevail'd, and triumph in my fall. 


'Thy tender mercies ſolid hope impart, 
Whilſt thy ſalvation glads my grateful heart : 
To thee my voice will I, IE HO vA R, raiſe, 


And give, for thy rewarding bounty, praiſe. 


PSALM XV. 
To the chief Muſician. A Plalm of David. 
A * GUN RN T. 


It may probably refer to. the univerſal Apoſtacy of the 
People in the Rebellion of Abſalom from the Duty 
they aw'd to God, and the Allegiance they ow'd to 

him. PATRICK. | 


| HE b graceleſs fool doth in his heart ſurmiſe, 
There is no God, no Sovereign of the ſkies: 
All 


b Heb. NaBaL, which ſignifies a thing in a corrupt 
ſtate, faded, fallen, and ſo denotes a man of no 
eſtimation, ungrateful, inhuman, vicious, graceleſs, 
which are qualities of the practical atheiſt: accordingly 
AB1GAI1L ſays of her huſband, As his name is, ſo is 
be; NABAL 7s his name, and folly is avith him. 


23 The PSALMS of DAVID. 

All are corrupt, all have preverſely done, 

None are upright, who practiſe goodneſs, none. 
The Lord look'd down from heav'n on Adam's race, 

If any might be wiſe, or ſeek his face: | 

They all are fruitleſs, all have backward gone, 

There's none doth practiſe goodneſs, no not one. 


Have they no knowledge? that they eat, like bread, 
My people up; by ravenous fury led: : 
They call not upon God: © then dread the more, 
What guards the juſt, the great avenging pow'r : | 
Th' afflited poor ye would confound with ſhame, 
Who fix their hope in good Jenovan's name. 

Oh! who from Sion ſhall ſalvation ſhow 

To rael? d when the Lord ſhall reſt beſtow, 

When to his own he ſhall redemption bring, 

Then Jacob ſhall rejoice, and Mrael ſing. 


There is ſuch a difference in the original between 
this paſſage here, and that of Pfalm liii. which other- 
wiſe correſponds to it, that Le CLERC is of opinion, 
the latter is tranſcrib'd from a better copy: but tis 
probable the difference in the text is owing to the dif- 
ferent occaſion to which it was purpoſely ſuited. Hare. 


4 This is meant, not only of David and his peoples 
deliverance from their then diftreſsful condition, but of 
Cbriſt, the ſalvation of God to Iſrael, who was expected 
out of Sion: as it is written, The Redeemer ſhall come 
out of Sion, and ſhall turn away impieties from Jacob. 
AINSWORTH, 


PSALM 


- 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 29 


PSALM XV. 
A Pſalm of David. 
ARGUM EN T. 


I was compoſed either when he brought the Ark from 
Mount Sion (2 Sam. vi.) er when he was reſtor'd 
thither again, as he defir'd in the Concluſion of the 


2 Sam. xix. PATRICK, 


T7 HO ſhall within thy glorious tent be bleſt? 
Who, Lord, within thine holy mountain reſt ? 
That man, who walks in wiſdom's perfe& way, 
Whole deeds the rules of heavenly juſtice way: 
Whilſt candid truth flows from his open heart, 

To grace his language, and his mind impart: 

Who is not © ſwift to utter guileful wrong, | 

And tales of ſlander ne'er debas'd his tongue: 

Who injures not, nor dares his friend defame, 

Or blaſt with falſe report his neighbour's name. 


Holds 


* 


e The principal word of this verſe, Racar, from 
whence REGEL, a foot, is deriv'd, properly noteth in 
the original, a going to and fro, prying and ſpying, and 
carrying tales and rumours, and ſo is us'd for defaming 


aud calumniating by craft and guile. AINSWORTH. 


a ET Fe. * 
enn 


—— — — ————— gee — 
- W « 


— 
GS ind 
or Sie mas ws 


— — 


— Ag — 
—ſ— 


| 
x 
$ 
; x 
z 
*& 
7 : 
% : 
IM 
3 "4 
i $a # 
c "v4 
3 
(] 
« 


30 The PSALMS ef DAVID. 
Holds wicked abjects in his eyes abhorr'd, 

But greatly honours thoſe who fear the Lord : 
Who, if he ſwears, perſiſts for ever true, 


Tho' his own certain damage ſhould enſue : 


Who ne'er for wealth inhuman profit made, 

By following the curs'd f uſurer's biting trade: 
With bribes againſt the juſt ne'er ſtain'd his hand: 
That man with feet unmov'd ſhall ever ſtand. 


f Heb. Bexs-s4ecn, to biting uſury, or with biting, 
1. e. v/ury, fitly ſo call'd, becauſe it biteth and con- 


ſumeth the borrower, and his ſubſtance. AinsworRTH, 
ByrHNER. 


PSALM 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 3 


— 9 oO 


PSALM XVI 
Mam. A Golden Hymn of David. 
ARQOUMENT::. 
This Title may denote ſome remarkable Tune, or Way of 
Playing, then in uſe. The Chaldee interprets it, A 
curious Piece of Engraving, and the Septuagint 
tranſlates it, An s Inſcription on a Pillar. Tas 
probably wrote under Saul's Perſecution, but withaj 
contains a Prophecy of the Reſurrection of our Lord 


Chriſt from the Dead. PATRICK, NicnoLs, 
Moupox. e FR 


AV E me, O God, who h place mine hope in thee, 
And to thy ſhadowing wings for refuge flee : 

My ſoul to thee addreſs'd this aweful word, 

Thou, O Jexovan, art my Sovereign Lord: 

What is the good by me, thy ſervant, done ? 

What, what to thee, thou all-ſufficient One? 


"Tis 


s It may ſignify a P/alm to be wrote in gold letters, and 
ſet up, like our commandments, in ſome publick place 
to teach, (for ſo it is expreſs'd, Pſalm 1x.) that the 

people might learn it, and be able to join. Mopo. 


n Heb. Ha-sI-TH from Hasa, He betakes himſelf 
for refuge to any one, under <whoſe protection he may be ſafe, 
as chickens under the wings of the hen, BUXTORFF, 
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32 The PSALMS ff DAVID. 
"Tis to thy ſaints, who here in grace excel, 
With them 'tis my fincere delight to dwell. 


Their preſſing ſorrows ſtill and {till ſhall grow, 


Who in their 7do/s temples vainly bow; | 
Whilſt | blood-libations round their altars ſmoke, | 
Their rites I'll ſhun, their names I'll ne'er invoke. 
Thou art my portion in a fruitful place, 

My cup is crown'd, JeHovan, with thy grace: 
My lot is meted with thy bounteous hand, | 
The lines are fall'n in a delightful land; 

Fair is mine heritage i my voice I'll raiſe, 

And give to thee, IE HO vARH, bounden praiſe ; 
For thine inſpired counſel makes me wiſe, 

And points the way, when night invades mine eyes. 
Go thou before *, O Lord, I'll fearleſs tread, 


With fteady ſteps, where'er thy path ſhall lead; 


By thy right hand ſuſtain'd : my heart ſhall beat 


Exulting thanks, and joy, to meaſures meet: 


My glory ſhall rejoice ; tho' now it lies 
Downcaft; my fleſh ſhall reſt in hope to riſe, 


: Thro 


i The blood of mer, offer'd in ſacrifice. 


* This paſſage is quoted by St. Peter, Acts ii. 25. &c, 
and applied to our Lord's paſſion, death, and reſurrection: 
and therefore the tranſlators, thought proper to retain, as 


near as might be, the expreſſions of the original, 


Tie PSALMS of DAVID. 33 
Thro' thee from death and hell's embraces frac,” 
Thine holy one ſhall no corruption ſee : 

'The path of life thou wilt benignly ſhow, .v 

Thy preſence gives us full delight to know, 5 

Pleaſures at thy right hand ſhall never ceaſe to flow. 


10 | UE im — 8 
PSALM XVII. 
A Prayer of David. 


A R GU ME N T. 


In this Pſalm the Author earneſtly prays for Deliverance 
from his Enemies (Saul and his Prompters) whom 
he deſcribes, as juſt ready to ſwallow him up. In 
the faurth and fifth Verſes he juſtifies his Innocences 
and pictures his Enemies in the fourteenth, as Perſons 
intoxicated with Proſperity. By the third and 
fifteenth it ſeems to be a Night-Piece, MuDGE, &c, 


EAR, Lord; my juſt addreſs, and cry attend, 
' Which to thine ear my lips unſeigned ſend ; 
Give from thy throne the ſentence of thy laws, 
With equal eyes behold my righteous cauſe ; 
For thou haſt viſited mine heart by night, 
Haſt try'd mine inward man, and proy'd it right? | 


9 This 


3 See the bible tranſlation; 
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4 De PSALMS T DAVID. 
This ſteady purpoſe ſhall my mouth fulfill, 
'That not an accent ſhall tranſgreſs thy will ; 
Since by thy word his evil works I ſcan, 

I've ſhunn'd the bloody ways of n lawleſs man, 


My goings in thy v beaten track ſuſtain, 


May in thy paths my feet unmov'd remain. 

Thee I invoke ; for thou, O God, wilt hear; 
Receive my pray'r, and bow thy gracions ear. 
Our ſaving hope, thy wond'rous mercy ſhow, 

Who doſt with thy right hand confound the foe. 
O! keep me, as the apple of thine eye, | 


| Let me beneath thy wings o'erſhadowing lye: 


Thus ſcreen me from the ſpoiling wicked's face, 
Who cloſe befet me in mine hiding place: 

Inclos'd in their own fat, and ſwoln with pride, 
Me they with triumph immature deride ; 

Now they're at hand, -I hear their hoſtile ſound ; 
They bow to mark my ſteps, and hem me round: 


As a fierce lion, ramping in the way, 


Or the young lions, which erſt couchant lay 
In coverts falſe, ruſh greedy on the prey. 
| Ariſe, 


m Heb. Parts, the breaker through, i. e. the robber, 
or thief, one that breaketh bounds, or limits, houſes, 


| hedges, laws. So Exel. xviii. 10. 


n Heb. BnuzMAGHN-GELO-THECA, in thy beaten 
paths, or round paths: properly the word ſignifies paths 
beaten with aggon wheels, here us'd for ſtrait, direct, 


and beaten ways, AINSWORTH. 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 33 

Ariſe, and blaſt their ſanguine hopes, O Lord; | 

Cruſh them, and ſave me from th' unjuſt, thy o ſword : 

From men, O Lord, the cteatures of thy pow'r, 

From earthly men, whoſe portion's worldly ftore ; 

To whom thine hand its choiceſt goods affords, 

Whilſt flowing plenty crowns their various boards : 

And when the vital air they ceaſe to breathe, 

The reſt they to their numerous race bequeath. 

At length illumin'd with thy ſaving grace, 

In righteouſneſs I ſhall behold thy » face; 

Be ſatisfy'd beneath the bright diſplay, | | 
When waking to a flood of joyful day. | | 


o All means of deſtruction are the Lord's ſword. Iſa. 

Ixvi. 16. 27. 1. AinSWORTH. 

He means that he ſhould be irradiated with the 
glory of the tabernacle here, or awake from the ſleep of 

death, to the glory of the —_— OY AiNs» 

worTH, Hake, Mupce. 
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36 The PSALMS of DAVID. 


PSALM XVIII. 
ARGUMENT. 


To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David, the Servant 


of the Lord, who ſpoke unto the Lord the Words of 
this Song, in the Day that the Lord deliver d him 


from all bis Enemies, ( Philiſtines, Syrians, and 
other Nations,) and from the Hand of Saul: and he 
ſaid ; (Heb. Inſcription) | 
O 0 d, IE HO VAE, | tends mine ardent love, 
My ſtrength of ſure protection from above; 
Jenova 1 „ my firm rock, and guardian fort, 
My God, my caſtle, and ſecure ſupport; 
My faithful buckler, and my reſcuing pow'r, 
The horn of my ſalvation, mine high tow'r. 
With praiſe before JI HO VAR bending low, 
I call'd,---and was deliver'd from my foe : 
Compaſſing round me, deadly ſorrows roſe, 


Whilſt floods of impious men my ſoul encloſe : 
Oppreſs'd 


4 This Pſalm, as it here ſtands, differs in ſeveral 
places from the ſame, as in 2 Sam. xxii. 1. which the 
learned biſhop Hartz, notwithſtanding the various con- 
jectures of interpreters, preſumes to be owing to an 
aiter-reviſe of the author, or the correction of ſome 
euthoriz'd hand; and that ſome places are therein 
alter'd, not through accident, or careleſsneſs of the 
traaicribers, but on purpoſe, and with weigh'd deſign. 
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Oppreſs'd wich pangs, as ſinking to the dead, 
'The ſnares of hell were all about me ſpread ; 

Then to the Lord I cry'd with filial fear, 

He to my crying gave a gracious ear: 

From his high palace, where he holds his reign, 
He humbly deign'd to mark each plaintive ſtrain. 
The quaking mounts * did at his fury rock, 

Down to their baſe they felt the rending ſhock : 
Thick ſmoaky volumns, Wr d with ruddy flame, 
Devouring wide, forth from his noſtrils came, 
Whilſt kindled coals the Lord incens'd proclaim. 
He bow'd the heavens, and from his aweful throne, 
In terrible array deſcended down ; 

A ſpecdy Cherub was his flaming ſeat, 

And *clouds the duſt which roſe beneath his feet: 
Swift o'er his radiant courſe th alarming God, 

On wings of mighty winds came flying all abroad, | 
But then, with-holding his tremendous light, 
Retir'd, envelop'd in a ſhade of night: 


D 3 1 8 8 In 


This victory of David over his enemies was ac- 
companied with a very remarkable ſtorm of thunder 
and lightning, mix'd with an earthquake, deſcrib'd 
from the ſeventh to the fifteenth verſe. And this is the 
ſubject of his thanks to the end of the nineteenth verſe, 
(the bible tranſlation; ) after which, his praiſe becomes 
general for many favours receiv'd from God, Muck 
Nanu i. 3. 
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In ſhrowds of waters ſat pavilion'd deep, 

Whilſt gloomy clouds the troubled region ſweep; 
Nor might they long his uſhering brightneſs hide, 
The gloomy clouds paſs'd in a ſtreaming tide : 
With hail, and coals of fire, their dreadful load : 

; Jenovan, chund'ring, gave his voice abroad; 

5 Hailſtones, and coals of fire, peal'd down th'aerial road. 
He ſent his arrows, and diſpers'd them round, 
Quick flaſh'd his lightning, and they ſtrew d the ground. 
The trembling earth diſcover'd, yawning wide, 

Her ſecret channels ; nor could, Lord, abide 
Thy furious blaſt; but, with thy thunder ſtruck, 
Its rock'd foundations own'd the dire rebuke, * 


Yet 


t The author of the Life of Dawid, remarks thus upon 
this paſſage: I know of but one deſcription in the 
«© whole compaſs of heathen poetry, which may be ſo 
% much as nam'd with this, and that is Virgil's noble 
« deſcription of a tempeſt in the firit of the Georgics, 


Spe etiam immenſum, &C-" 


But the reader will obſerve this eſſential and truly 
poetic difference, that in Virgil every thing but the 
thunder is natural a&tion.---In David the whole uni- 
verſe is animated at the preſence of God, affrighted at 
his wrath, and obedient to his beck. God is angry, and 
the earth trembles, &c. Virgil's Jupiter wields his 
thunders : je HOVAH commands his, and they obey. 
Jupiter deals about his bolts in the attitude of an heated 
hero, or, to ſpeak more properly, a giant of reſiſtleſs 
Arength. EO VA but /ends out his arrows; 3 
1 | | ow 
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vet from theſe deeps a gracious God could fave, 
And raiſe my head above the whelming wave, 
My foe muſt have prevail'd, too ſtrong for me, 
But thou, O God, wert ſtronger far than he. | 
I had been loſt in trouble's cloudy day, 
But that the Lord ſtood forth my glorious ſtay ; 
Thy loving favour eas'd my anxioys pain, 
And chang'd my cave into a ſpacious plain, | 
Mine innocence thus meets thy kind regard, 
And my pure hands enſure their bright reward. 
But, wherefore ? I have always kept thy way, 
And never with the wicked walk'd aſtray : 
Thy ſacred ſtatutes were my conſtant guide, 
Not left for worldly policy, or pride: 
Upright, not like my foes, on evil bent, : 
Although not their's, mine own I could prevent: 
Mine innocence hence meets its bright reward, 
And my pure hands enſure thine eye's regard. 

D 4 Thou 
know what to do: they tear and diſperſe, and his 
lightning confounds. Jupiter is angry, and he beats 
down a mountain, IE HO vA is wroth, and the earth 
feels it; and the foundations of the mountains are toſſed 
to and fro, tremble and ſhake like the joints of an 
affrighted man. At one blaſt of his breath the ocean 
opens to its deepeſt channels; and the foundations of 
the earth are bared before him. In a word, Yirgi/s 


deſcription is truly noble; but David's, beyond all ex- 
Pfuuion, grand. See the Life of David. B. I. p. 71, 
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Thou to the merciful ſhalt mercy ſhew, | | 
The righteous man ſhall find thee righteous too. 
The pure ſhall find thee pure; but thoſe, who deal 
In froward fury, ſhall thy fury feel. 

Tis thy prerogative, thine is the praiſe, 


To ſave the needy, and the lowly raiſe. 
My lamp expiring gave a trembling light, 
But, thro' thy ſuccours, blazes ſtrong and bright. 


By thee I've pierc'd through troops of numerous foes, | 


In vain their fortreſſes, and walls oppoſe : 
_ God's way is pure, and perfect is the Lord, 
As goldrefin'd from drofs, fuch is his word, 
He is the faithful's buckler, and their ſword. 
Who, but IEHO vA, who's a mizhty God, 
To fave his people from th* oppreſſors rod? 
Their rock, and fortreſs ? He begirts my ſide 


With firength ; *tis he, who does my conduct guide, 
He wings my feet, or like the hinds to fly, 


And bounding ſcour the plain, or climb on high 


O'er craggy ſteeps: with warlike ardour warm, 
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A bow of ſteel is broken by mine arm, 

| From him inſtructed: ſafe I take my ſtand, 
[4 Screen'd by his ſhizld, ſuſtain'd by his right-hand, | 
Amidſt th' embattled ranks ; his wonted grace 
Drives the confounded focs before my face, . 
I — | | "3 


P ̃ ̃ V 


— — 2 ele ns 25 
C SC RA. 26 


e pes —— — rr 
n 
2 


—ů — — 


— ͤ—.— —— ps — ND 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 41 

He does enlarge my ſteps, and ſmooth the way, | 
As they o'er rocks, and devious paſſes my 1 
Truſting to flight precipitate in vain, 
Quickly they fall ; purſued, o'ertaken, ſlain. 

Heaps upon heaps, beſmear'd in their own gore, 
| They lie beneath my feet, to riſe no more. 
He arms me with his ſtrength, the hoſtile bands, 
Give me their necks, ſubmit to my commands, 
Or meet thro” ſavage hate my ſmiting hands, 
They call for ſuccours, ev'n to God they cry, 
If he will fave them, but no God is nigh. 
'Then did I cruſh their few remains behind, 
Small as the duſt before the driving wind: 
Abje& they lie, as refuſe of the ſtreet, 
Like ſordid dirt, beneath the trampling feet. 
The people ſtrive, but God maintains my ſway, 
The heathen fhall reluctant tribute Pay, | 
And unknown nations my dread laws obey. 
Theſe ſhall revere me at the voice of fame, 
And thoſe u pretend their homage to my name, 
The lurking aliens, from each cloſer fort, 
Shall fly to me, and trembling make their court. 


f. e. Diſguiſe the real ſentiments of their hearts, 
profeſs a moſt profound reſpe& and ſubmiſſion, tho? 
at the ſame time within they retain their enmity. 
Mouvee. 
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42 The PSALMS T DAVID. 
The Lord for ever lives, exalt his praiſe, 

My bleſſed rock, and guardian of my ways. 
Vengeance is his, "tis he promotes my cauſe, 
"is he ſubjects the people to my laws: 

From fraud or violence defends me ſtill, 

Who now ſupports my throne, and ever will. : 
Therefore his name I always will adore, | 
Among the nations praiſe him more and more. 
Thus aggrandiz'd, beneath his ſhadowing wing, 
Stands his anointed ; from whoſe loins ſhall ſpring 
An ever bleſſed ſeed, and never-failing king. 


» Heb. U-uzzan-ound. and to his ſeed, This 
may be referr'd to our Lord Cbriſt, the great king, 
Whoſe kingdom ſhall have no end. PArRIcxk. 
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PSALM XIX. 
To the chief Muſician. A Pfalm of David. 
ARGUMEN r. 


The Author in this Pſalm, as in many other Placer, 
conſiders the Works of Nature, and the Word of 
Revelation, as both of them Laws in the ſame 
Hand, and, Aanding firm by the ſame Authority; 

both highly perfect in their Kind, and containing great 

Matter of Inſtruction; one for the whole Warld , 
the other for his favor” d People, and himſelf . 
cularly, Mopog - ee 


H E heavens declare their Maker”s glorious praiſe, 

"Ti expanded firmament his works diſplays : ; 
From night ſucceeding day, and day the night, 
Inſtructive darkneſs flows, and reaſoning light: 
Tho' mute and ſpeechleſs is each ſhining ſphere, 
All take their lore without th' imbibing ear: 5 
To earth's extremes their * line and dictates run, 


* 


In chem its gorgeous tent he gave the ſun ; | 


* Heb. Kav-vam. Their line, rule, or delineation ; 
which is a mean to teach the rude and ſimple ; as Jſaiab 
xxviii. 10. He conſiders the ſun, and other luminaries, 
as letters, or characters, placed in the expanded —_ 

0 
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Which comes, as from his * chamber, richly gay, 
The bridegroom, darting forth the golden day: 
His wonted race he rolls with rapid force, 
Exulting, as a champion, in his courſe: 


Where'er from eaſt to weſt his circuit bends, 


His beaming heat enlivening ſuccour ſends. 
Jznovan's laws, with wiſdom's beams refin'd, 
Shine forth like leſſons, and renew the mind : | 
Sure ſtands that faith, which on his word relies, Z 


DO Jzenovan's word, which makes the ſimple wiſe: 


Right are his precepts; with heart-chearing rays 


His pure commandments light their darkſome ways: 


No impious rites, no ſuperſtitions vain, 
Pollute his ſervice with their horrid ſtain, 
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Unmix'd and changeleſs, as its ever due : 


4 


Jexovan's judgments all are juſt and true: 


GN ee ens 
323 


The ſolid gold proves not ſuch precious ſtore ; 
Whole freights of gold, refin'd from Ophir's ore: 


Not the bee's pains, the flow'r's innoxious waſte 
g L 


r 
rern. 


SFS 


So pleaſe with drops from ſweet-cell'd combs the taſte. 
; They 


SEM: 


of the heavens, to be read by all the world. Mupce, 
AinswoRTH, | . 
The marriage ſolemnities in betrothing amongſt the 
Jexus, were perform'd by the man and woman under a 
tent or canopy, made for that purpoſe, call'd in their 
language Chuppa, a tabernacle, or tent: to this the- 
P/almift here alludes. Gopwin's Moſes and Aaron. 
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DD. PSALMS of DAVID. 4g 
They warn my ſoul, and all its motions guard, : 
Whilſt from their practice follows great reward. 

The number of his v errors who can find 


Ol cleanſe thou, from its ſecret faults, my mind. 
Keep me, thy ſervant, from all groſſer ſtains, 
Where luſt abounds, and ſin preſumptuous reigns z 
With ſhameleſs guilt no favour can diſpenſe ; 
Keep me, O keep me, from the great offence. 

Let all my ways be pleaſing in thy ſight, 

And all my thoughts intent on what is right, 
Preſerve me thus from each malicious ill, 


O Lord, my rock, and my redeemer full, 


7 Heb. Sxzcnr-oTu. Errors, Ignorant faults 
unwitting and inconſiderate fins. Alxswonrn. 
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PSALM XX. 
To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David. 
ARGUMEN T. 


Herein the People pray for their King's good Succeſs in 
his Wars, moſt probably thoſe he was engag'd in 
againſt the Ammonites. (2 Sam. vi. 8.) I con- 
ceive it to be a Song, written in Amœbæick verſe, 
wherein David and his People anſwer each other ©, 

Nichols, SCALIGER, BrrRNER. | 


| Pall. 


J EH OVAH hear thee in the troublous day, 
And be the name of Jacob's God thy ſtay. 
Let him ſupport thee from his holy place, 
And ſend, from Sion's mount, his aiding grace: 
| | Note 


Z *Tis otherwiſe conjectur'd, that the three firſt verſes 
of this Pſalm (bible tranſlation) are ſpoken by the prizfs, 
upon the king's coming to offer ſacrifice, before he ſet 
out upon ſome expedition: the five next by the High- 
prieft, upon ſeeing the ſacrifice promiſe well, by being 
happily conſumed to aſhes, join'd perhaps with the 
other ſignals of favour, which makes him break out 
afreſh in the fixth verſe, Now I know, &c. The laſt 
again by the people, or prieſis, as a chorus, MUDGE., 
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Note all thy * gifts, and thy Þ burnt-offerings own, 
In fl ended, ſunk in aſbes down. | 
in GP 5 3 Selah. 
May he with prudent {kill thy thought inſpire, 
Fulfil thy mind, and grant thy heart's defire ; 
If he will ſave, who ſhall our hoſts annoy ? 
We'll raiſe our banners with loud-ſhouting joy: 
May thine oraiſons needful ſuccours bring ; 
Save thou, O Lord, our heaven-aninted king. 
David. 
The Lord will ſave me, now I ſurely know, 
From holy heav'n his gracious ear will bow, 
His ſtrong right hand ſhall lay the tyrants low. 
 Peophe, 


In chariots they, or foaming ſteads, confide, 


But we have on Jenovan's name rely'd; | 
7 Vain 


* Heb. Mix-CHA, tis generally a gif?, or preſent, 
carried to any, Pſalm xlv. ow dh Facial a + gr 
oblation, preſented to God ; moſt ſpecially the oblation 
of corn, or flour, call'd the meat-offering, Lev. ii. ap- 
Pointed under the law to be burnt on the altar unto God, 
with oil and incenſe, for a memorial. AinsworTH. 


b Heb. VECHNO-LA-THECA JEDHASH-SHENE, and 
thy burnt-offering turn to aſhes. The original word 
GHNOLAH, render'd burnt-/acrifice, ſignifies an aſcenſion, 
as It went up to heaven in fire and ſmoke, being as to 
its ſubſtance entirely conſum'd; and it was eſteem'd a 
token of God's acceptance, when it was reduc'd to 
aſbes, by a deſcending fire; which is the meaning of 
Quiz prayer. AINSWORTH, | 
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48 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Vain are their foaming ſteeds, their chariots all, 
Plung'd headlong in the ſordid duſt they fall: 
But, whilſt our foes ſink in each routed band, 
We riſe, and in our ranks erected ſtand, 


All, 


Save us, Jz HOVAH ; hearvenly Sovereign, hear, 
When in thine houſe we aſk thy favouring ear. 


PSALM XXI. 
To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David. 
RS UM 


Ti may be call d an Hymn of Triumph after the Viclories, 


which David got over his Enemies, pray d againſt in 
the foregoing Pſalm ; which were a Type of Chriſt's 
Victory over Death, and the Triumph, which en- 
ſued. Many of the Hebrews themſelves apply it to 
the Mefliah. PATRICK. 


RIUMPHANT in thy firength, O Lord, the king 
With vehement joy ſhall thy ſalvation ſing : 
For thou his heart's deſire haſt kindly heard, 
Nor ſcorn'd the ſuit, his pleading lips preferr'd. 
| Co Selah: 
Nay more, thy goodneſs did prevent his vows, 


And with a crown imperial deck'd his brows : . 
| | EE e 
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He aſked life, thou gaveſt life indeed, 

And to a boundleſs date prolong'd his © ſeed : 

Great is his triumph, by thy conduct led, 

Majeſtic glory beams around his head. 

For why? Thy countenance's rays divine 

Shall glad his heart, and ever bleſs his line : 

His throne, JE HO VAR, ſhall no period ſee, 

For its ſure baſis is his truſt on thee. 

Thy ſearching hand th o'ertaken foe ſhall rout, 

And thy right hand ſhall find thine haters out ; 

For them thy furnace ſhall intenſely glow, 

To them thy face ſhall all its terrors ſhow z 

On them thy hotteſt indignation pour; 

Thy wrath ſhall ſeize them, Lord, thy flames devour 4 

Shall blot their titles, and their names deface, 

And ſtrike their ſeed from Adam's living race. 

With plotted miſchief againſt thee they roſe, | 

Tho' vain thoſe ſchemes, which did thine arm oppoſe: | 

Strain the drawn bows with full collected pow'r, 

Make them the ! butts to face the winged ſhow'r. 

| E Exalt 
e This, according to the argument, muſt be referr'd to 

Chrift, who being raiſed from 55 dead, dieth no more: But 


behold, he is alive for ewermore. Amen. Rev. 1. 18. N 
AINSWORTH. ; 


4 Heb. Snr-cHEu, a butt, viz. to ſhoot at. Alxs- 
woRTH. Others render the word joulder, which 
makes the ſenſe, Thou ſhall urn their Soulder, or back, 
to their purſuers. TARGUM, SeVvENTY, BYTHNÞRe 
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Exalt thyſelf, O Lord, thy proweſs prove, 
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Then will we praiſe thy might in ſongs of love. 
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6 | PSALM XXIͤI. 


To the chief Muſician upon Aijeleth Shahar, (the 
Hind of the Morning.) A Pſalm of David. 
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Under his own Perſon (who was perſecuted as a Hind 
is by the Hunters early in the Morning) he makes 4 
large Deſcription of the Sufferings of Chriſt; and 

Es in Conclufion, of his Exaltation, and the Propagation 

tf F/ his Kingdom to the utmoſt Ends of the Earth. 

Some of which Things are deliver'd in ſuch Expreſ- 

frons, that they are more literally fulfilled in our Sa- 
viour then ever they were in David; to whom they 
belong but in a metaphorical Senſe. PATRICK. 
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Y God, © my God, why doſt thou alien'd fly? 
And why forſake me, as I roaring lye? 
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Why muſt J make this unavailing moan, 
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From thy kind care a very out-caſt grown ? 
Each 
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e Heb. ELI, ELI, Laman GRENAZABTANI, which 
words our Lord utter'd on the croſs, Matth. xxvii. 46. 
ſave for the latter he us'd the Syriac, Sabachtani, of the 
ſame fignification. At which the prophane Jeavs 
mocked, ſaying that he called for Elias, Matth. xxvii. 
47, 49.---My God, my God, wherefure haſt thou forſaken 
"me ? or why leaveſt thou me F | 


ao 
. T 
"Fc 245 La” R 
— - 2 


Is this God's choſen ? This his heart's delight ? 


From the dark chambers there ; enrich'd the breaſt; ; 


And be Tus like my troubles, always near. 


The PSALMS of DAVID. «xr 


Each morn, my God, atteſts a fruitleſs cry, 
Each night my plaints in vain aſſault the ſky ; 
Yet thou art holy, thou art gracious ſtill, 


And Iſrael's f chorus thy juſt praiſes fill. 

Our fathers firmly fix'd their truſt on thee, 

They fix'd their truſt, and thou didſt ſet them free: 
Didſt eaſe their yoke, when they invok'd thy name 
Nor was their hope diſgrac'd with final ſhame, 

But what am I? a meer degenerate worm, 

A refuſe vile, of man's erefted form: 

Reproach'd by all ; inſulted by the great, 

And ſcorn'd by thoſe of an inferior ſlate : 

They pout the lip, and jeer my abje& caſe, 

They ſhake the head, and mock me to my face: 7 


Now let him own th' exalted favourite. 
When in the womb an embrio, wrapp'd I lay, 


He ſpread me into form ; he made the way 


And at the milky fountain bade me feaſt, 

"Twas he ſuſtain d me thro' my infant late, 

My guard, when little ; my ſupport, when great, 
With thy protection ſtill foreſtal my fear, 


E 2 | | My 


b And Nass chorus, viz. in the tabernacle See biſhop 
HaRE upon the place, | 
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My foes in number, as in pow'r, abound, 
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Strong bulls of Baſhan compaſs me around; 
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As famiſh'd lions, ramping in the way, 
With open mouths they roar in queſt of prey. 
My limbs relax'd, like wavy water, quake, 
Luxt is each bone, and all my fibres ake : 
My heart, as melting wax, diſſolves away, 
And my lank bowels feel a dark decay ; 
My juiceleſs trunk is like a potſherd dry'd, 


To its furr'd roof my fault'ring tongue is ty'd : 
By thee reduc'd, I ſcarce can draw my breath, 
And am juſt ſinking to the duſt of death. 
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it h As à preſi d hind, an execrable band 

(hl » Of thirſting blood-hounds all around me ſtand ; 

It: | * . 

11:14 They pierce my feet, and bore each nervous hand. 
wal: The 
„ 

i | 
— Here, bulls, is ſupply'd from the connection: Baſban 
[1:10 was a fertile country, good to feed cattle, and ſuch, as 
i there fed, were fat and ſtrong. With reſpe& to the 
„ Meſſiah, the Jews, viz. the High Prieſis, Scribes, and 
11111008 Phariſees, who ſet themſelves againſt Chriſt, were the 
If Wh d = bulls of Baſpban, as the prophets foretold, Deut. xxxii. 14. 
„ Amos iv. 1. Hoſ. iv. 16. The Chaldee expoundeth the 
I expreſſions here concerning people, like puſhing bulls. 
4 il ArixswoRTH, LOW TI. | 

Il Fl n This expreſſion is here inſerted from the title: the 
i whole paſſage is applied to our Lord's crucifixion in the 
444.8 xixth of St. 7%. But tis obſerv'd, that there is no- 
e thing like this in the hiſtory of David; of whom it can 


4 be only ſpoken poetically by an Hyperbole. See biſſop 
PaTRICK's paraphraſe, verſe 16. 
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The PSALMS of DAVID. 53 
The numb'ring eyes my bones uncover'd meet, 
They ſtaring look on my pierc'd hands and feet: 
My parted garments they their prizes make, 
And caſt their lots, who ſhall my veſture take. 
Yet ſtill, eternal Lord, be thou but near, | 

Thy preſent aid will baniſh every fear: 

From the deſtroying {word my ſoul defend, | 
Quell the i dog's rage, which would my darling rend: 
Let me not feel the lion's graſping claws, | 

But ſave me from the roaring tyrant's jaws : 
Tho' puſh'd with armed fronts of unicorns, 
Yet thou haſt heard me from amidft their horns, 
Thy might amongſt my brethen I'll proclaim, 
And in thy courts will magnify thy name; 
By Jacob's ſeed thro' every age ador'd, 
May all, who truly fear him, praiſe the Lord : 
And let thy ſons „O Iſrael, chaunt his praiſe, 
And with due reverence tune the joyful lays: 
He ſpurn'd not at th' afflicted's piteous caſe, 
Nor heard his cry with an averted face. 

| 3 Therefore 


The dog's rage means the rancorous diſpoſition of 
baſe and vile perſons: the lion's jaws, the violent and 

fierce diſpoſition of tyrannical gowernors; ſuch as were 
the rulers of Hrael: and the horns of the unicorns (crea- 
tures, ſtrong and not to be tamed) principalities, powers, 
princes of the darkneſs of this world: all of which were 
combin'd againſt the Mæſſias, ſo, as that this paſſage was 


more literally fulfill'd in him, than in David. 


$4 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Therefore I'll laud him on the ſolemn day, 


My promis'd offering at his altar pay: 

With grateful hecatombs diſcharge my vows, 
Summon the tribes, and fill his ſacred houſe. 
The meek ſhall feaſt around the chearful board; 
And they, that ſeek him, ſhall confeſs the Lord : 


Shall feed on choice repaſts, which cannot cloy, 


And fill the ſoul with never-dying joy. 
Not * only Jewry, earth's remoteſt bounds 
Shall hear with rapture the converting ſounds : 


His mercies, thro” the juſt reports of fame, 


Shall teach the nations to adore his name. 


Thy ſovereign rule extends o'er land and ſea, 
All earthly pow'rs, O Lord, muſt ſtoop to thee : 
With thee ſha!l feaſt the! fat of every land, 


| The poor in duſt ſhall own thy dread command : 
| In thee both high, and low, all live and move, 
| Dependent objects of thy general love: 
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1 k A propheſy of the calling in of the Gentiles by the 
| | preaching of the goſpel, Rom. xvi. 26. ArtxsworRTH, 


4 That is, all they, that are rich and powerful, ſhall 
1 | partake of his altar, and humbly worſhip him that 
beſtows ſuch benefits upon them. And ſo ſhall the poor 
and miſerable alſo think themſelves happy in his ſervice. 
il If we conſider this paſſage, as prophetical of the goſpel 
diſpenſation, theſe lines may be apprehended to point at 
the chriſtian euchariſt. PaTrICK, Hars, . 
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The PSALMS of DAVID. 55 
Their progeny ſhall learn the wonderous ſong, 
And their's the thankful homage ſhall prolong : 
| Age after age th* important bleſſings own, | 


And hand them to ſucceeding nations down. 


PSALM XXII. 


A Pſalm of David. 
 ARGUMEN I. 


It ſeems to have been campos'd, after God had brought him 
out of that great Diſtreſs, of which he complain'd in 

the foregoing, and ſettled him in a proſperous Con- 
dition, wherein he was confident God would continue 
him. PATRICK. 


EH OVA tends me with a ſhepherd's care, 
What preſſing wants, what evil can I fear ? 
At reſt he in the verdant paſture lays, 
Or guides me, where the quiet current ſtrays : 
Whene'er I'm loſt, his watchſul eyes behold 


My wand'rings, he reſtores me to the fold : 
For his name's ſake (leſt I ſhould tread amiſs) 
He points the path, which leads to virwous bliſs.” 


* If 


56 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
If bound to traverſe o'er ® death's dreary vale, 
Thine aid forbids my dreadleſs heart to fail : 
Thy rod and ſtaff ſupporting comfort yield, 
And prop me onward thro' che diſmal field. 

My foes obſerve me, and repining ſtand, 
Feaſt on the choiceſt bounties of thine hand: 
Thy ſacred n oy] makes glad my chearful face, 
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My cup is crown'd with thine o'exflowing grace. 
Thus, whilf thy love ſhall bleſs my lateſt days, 
In Sion's courts I'll fing Jenovan's praiſe. * 


m Heb. Bexcus TsaL-MA-veTH, in the valley of the 
ſhadowy of death. This ſpeech denoteth imminent danger, 
as in ſickneſs, or the field of battle, Jer. ii. 6. Fear 
and terror, Job. xxiv. 17. and dreadful darkneſs, Job. x. 

21, 22. AINSWORTH, . 


n In thoſe countries they us'd to welcome and chear 
their gueſts by pouring out ſweet oil, or balſam, upon 
their heads, AinSWORTH, | 


PSALM, 
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PSAL M XXIV. 
A Plalm of David. | 


AR GUM E N I. 


tt was compos'd, as tis thaught, when the Ark Was 
brought from the Houſe of Obed Edom, and ſettled 
in the Houſe which he had prepared for it in Mount 
Sion; and as that was a Type of Chriſt's Aſcen- 
ſion into Heaven, ſo is this Pſalm a Prophecy of that 
Exaltation.— In the Celebration of the Fact of this 
Pſalm, the People are ſuppos'd to be aſcending to the 
Tabernacle, as the Romans did to the Capitol, and 
there placing in it the Ark in great Pomp. The 
remaining Verſes from the Seventh demand an 
| Anſwer alternately. Thoſe without demand the 
Gates to be open d, and thoſe within aſk, wha it is, Ec. 
PATRICK, Nichols, HARE, Muck, LowTa. 

ART H's choiceſt produce, every treaſur d mine, 

And all the kingdoms of the world are thine; 

"Tis thou, O Lord, who fix'd its ſolid ground, 


The river's channels, and the ocean's bound. 


Who ſhall aſcend thy mount with proſperous vows of 
Who ſtand, Jenovan, i in thy ſacred houſe ? 
| That man, whoſe hands are clean from guilty ſtains, 
In whoſe pure heart no fin triumphant reigns ; 

| Whoſe 
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$ Th PSALMS of DAVID, © 


| Whoſe ſoul's defires no o warty purſue, 


And, if he ſwears, is obſtinately true: 
He may for bleſſings in JzHovan truſt, 


Whilſt God's /atvation ranks him with the juſt : 


Such is their ſtamp, who court thy heavenly grace ; 
Such their's, O Jacob, who ſhall ſeek thy face. 


Ve everlaſting doors, P each ready gate, | 


Lift up your pompous heads; in royal ſtate 


The king of glory comes; his ſolemn entrance wait, 


Who is this king of glory? Tis the Lord, 
In battle ſtrong, and mighty is his ſword. | 
4 Ye 


* Some underſtand this of irregular worldly defires ; 
ſome of ſwearing falſely by a man's own ſoul ; others 


of taking the name of God in vain; others of idolatry : 
- under that notion it may ſignify the ſhunning of that kind 


of idolatry, which conſiſts in /avearing by an idol, which 


is a diſtin& ſenſe from the following of not deceiving our 


neighbour by a falſe oath. 


IODATE, PATRICK, 
Nichols, Hars, Mupce. | 


P Heb. SE-U SHA-GHNARIM Ra-SHE-CHEM, ft 
up your heads, O ye gates. Some commentators hold this 
to be a phraſe, referring to triumphal arches, or great 
porticoes, ſet up, or beautify'd and adorn'd for the 
coming of great and victorious captains: but others 
apprehend it as an image ſuited to a portcullis, the head 
of which, as it is lifted, riſes conſpicuous above the gate. 


DioparE, Nicuvis, Mupcs. 


i Heb. 
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a Ye everlaſting doors, each ready gate, 
Lift up your pompous heads; in royal ſtate 
The king of glory comes; his ſolemn entrance wait. 
Who's he, this king of glory? Tis the Lord, 
The Lord of hoſts, which all obey his word, 
He is the glorious king, by heaven and earth ador'd. 


4 Heb. Pirn-H uE Grno-Lam. Os rTA Sgcurlt, 
ye everlaſting doors. This above is an elegant apoſtrophe 
to the gates of the caſtle of Sion, that they ſhould throw 
Genz wide open to receive the ark, in which God 
reſided: and there everlaſting ſignifies durable: but 
here, if we ſuppoſe the expreſſion repeated to refer to 
our Lord's entrance into heaven at his aſcenſion, ac- 
cording to the argument, then we are to underſtand. by 
everlaſting doors, the doors of the heavenly ſanctuary, which 
never ſhall decay. And we may be induc'd ſo to 
apprehend it, ſince in the repeated paſſage, at the begin- 
ning of the tenth verſe, the queſtion is put with greater 
emphaſis ; Who is he, this king of glory? And in the latter 
end, the words, Mighty in bk. are omitted, becauſe 
in the days of the Nad, as Aben Eſra himſelf gives 
the account, men are to turn their ſavords into plough- 
ſhares, &c. Biſhops Hare, Parrick, 
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Let none, that honour thee, cer ſuffer ſhame, : 
But thoſe, who break their faith, or light thy name. 
Make me thy bleſſed ways, Jzrovan, know, : 
And in thy ſacred paths unerring go. 

Nor 


Lowrn. 
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PSALM XXV. 
A Pſalm of David. 


AR GUM E N T. 


It ſeems to have been penn'd after the Commiſſion of ſome 
great Sins (v. 11.) and ſome great Diſtreſs, where- 
into he was fallen, (v. 15.16.) probably after the 
Matter of Urijah, and when Abſalom rebelPd 
againſt him *, 


Y ſoul, Jexovan, to thy throne ſhall flee ; 
Thou art my God, I put my truſt in thee : 
May no conſuſion ſtain my bluſhing face, 


No hoſlile triumphs bar thy wonted grace. 


This Pſalm is compos'd for the moſt part after the 
order of the Hebrew letters, or alphabet, which care may 
denote the weight and excellence of its precepts. The 
{ame is to be obſerv'd of ſome other Pſalims, as the xxxiv. 
xxxvii. exi. Cxii. exix. and cxlv. and they might be 
fo laid out to help the memory of children and others, 
who were to learn them. AinsworTn, Mupce, 
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Nor let me from thy truth, my Saviour, ſtray; 
Teach me, O Lord; I wait thee all the day: 
As once our ſires, deign thou their ſons to lead, 
And ſhow'r thine ancient bleſſings on their head. 
Blot out th' offences of my thoughtleſs age, 
In my luſt's empire, and my paſſions rage: 
Under thy kind and gracious notice take, 
O Lord, thy ſervant, for thy goodneſs ſake: 
Tender, and righteous, is our heavenly Lord, 
He guides th' unjuſt with his inſtructive word: 
The humble he ſhall make his laws obey, 
He'll teach the humble his delightful way : 
Them in his paths ſhall truth and mercy crown, 
Who keep his cov'nant, and his ſervice own, 
For thy name's ſake, O Lord, regard my cry, 
And ſpare me, for my ſin's of crimſon dye: 
Who fears the Lord, ſhall follow wiſdom's ways, 
Then welcome peace of ſoul, and plenteous days: 
His ſeed ſhall take the bleſſing from his hand, 
Prolong his merits, and poſſeſs the land. 
A faithful God the juſt ſhall ever find, 
His * ſecret wiſdom will inſtru their mind. 
Mine eyes are ever tow'rds thy mercy ſeat, 
For thou muſt free from toils my tangled feet. 1 
* This probably may refer (according to the argument) 


to his ſpilling the blood of Ur4ah. 
© 4. e. His good ſuggeſtions to their ſouls, 
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62 The PSALMS ff DAVID. 
Be gracious to me; turn thy face at laſt; 
Behold me, penſive thro* my ſorrows paſt. 

My ſtraits of heart more and more preſſing grow, 
Have mercy on me, and enlarge them now. 
Oh ! look upon mine agonizing pain, 
Forgive my ſins, and blot their ſcarlet ſtain. 
With cauſeleſs hate purſu'd by numerous bands, 
Preſerve my ſoul, and ſnatch me from their hands: 
Reach out deliverance, diſconcert their ain, 
And, as my truſt's in thee, prevent my ſhame : 
Be conſcious righteouſneſs my boſom-guard ; 
Longing I wait from thee its hop'd reward. 
From troublous evils, thro? diſtreſsful foes, 
Redeem thine Iſrael, Lord, and end his woes. 
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PS AL M. XXVI, . 
A Pſalm of David. 
ARGUMENT. 
Tt ſeems to relate to former Times, when he was 
perſecuted by Saul, and lookd upon as a publick 
Enemy; (1 Sam. xxiv. 9.) and contains an Appeal 


to God, as the Fudge of his Sincerity, who was privy 
to his moſt ſecret Intentions. PATRICK, 


JUDGE me, O Lord, paſs ſentence on my ſoul, 
& my perfidious ſchemes thy laws controul : 
On thee I truſt, as my ſupport, and guide, 
On thee, O Lord ; let not my footſteps flide : 
Search, Lord, if I projet a faithful part, 
Examine thou my reins, and try my heart ; 
Thy loving kindneſs is before mine eyes, 
T've copied truth from thee, and hated lies : 
Tue never herded with the falſe and vain, 
Nor been retain'd in the diſſembling train: 
Who act in virtue's, and in faith's, deſpight, 
With them mine honour never could unite: 
In innocence I'll waſh each ſpotleſs hand, 
And thus prepar'd will round thine altar ſtand : 
Will 


The Heb. expreſſion from Sa-BMHARNH render'd, / 
will compaſs, or com? round, is probably taken from 


the cuſtom of forming a ring round the altar at the time 
of warſhip. Mupcs. | 
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| 64 The PSALMS V DAVID. 

| Will publiſh there the voice of thanks and praiſe, 
| And celebrate with joy thy wondrous ways : 

I | I've lov'd that beauteous dwelling, which is thine, 

1 | And where thy glorious preſence deigns to ſhine : 


I a R 
— erg _ n 3 


| Oh ! then confound me not, nor mix my ſoul 

tf With theirs, thro? blood, and baſe pollutions, foul : 
| Mine hands let no corrupting purpoſe ſtain, 

Like theirs, defil'd with bribes, and guilty gain: 
Fl walk ſincerely in a perfect way, | 
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Redeem thou me, and be my gracious ſtay: 


r 


— f * 
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My ” foot ſtands on a ſure, and even place ; 


I'll join the facred choir, and ſing thine heavenly grace. 


wa 


rr 


1 

lit w 'This anſwers to the verſe at the beginning, in 
lth which he ſaid, Let me not flide: here he ſays, My 
0 ſeot flands on a ſure and even place, Mupce, 
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PSALM. XXVII. 
A Plalm of David. 

ARGUME N T. 

It is ſuppes'd to be written in his old Age, and therein 
he recounts the many Dangers God had deliver d him 

» from. Some do not improbably think it was compos 
when he had like to have been kilPd in Battle, and 
the People took an Oath he ſhould go no more with 


them into the Field, 2 Sam. xxi. 17. PATRICK, 
Nichols. | 


H E Lord's my ſafeguard, and conducting light, | 
What pow'r ſhall damp me?andwhat dreads affright? 
He is my ſtrength, when hoſtile danger's near, 

Why ſhould I droop, betray'd by treach'rous fear? 
When wicked foes advanc'd my x fleſh to eat, 

They fell, and groveling lay before my feet: 

F III 


2 Fat my fleſh. This expreſſes the utmoſt rancour, or 
envy. There is the ſame phraſe in Ecclgſ. iv. 5. where 
(as it ſhould be tranſlated) the /o. is ſaid to fit lazily with 
folded arms, and out of envy to eat the fleſh of his 

diligent neighbour, whom he ſees to thrive, Mupcs. 
But there is a nearer parallel in that expreſſion, P/a/m 
XiV, 4. O-CHELE GHNAM-MI A-CHELU LE-MHEMs 
eating up my people, as if they would eat bread; which 
denotes the tyrannical, cruel, diſpoſition, and the 
devouring rage and fury of the oppreſlors. 
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| Tl baniſh fear, though hoſts inveſt me round, 


Though war ſhonld riſe, III dauntleſs keep my ground, 


One thing, JEhOvAn, grant my longing will, 
This my repeated pray'r at length fulfill; : 
Within thine houſe to fit, with daily care 

To wait thy voice, and ſee thy beauty there : 

In this aſylum, *midſt war' E dire alarm, C 
Thou'lt hide me, ſerven'd by thine ae arm: 
This is my lov'd pavilion, and my rock, | 


Here I'm ſuperior to each battering ſhock : 


And now the troops ſhall fall, around me ſpread; 


Above my foes thou wilt exalt mine head. 
With ſacrifice triumphant ſhouts I'll raiſe, 
In Sion tune, and fing Jentovan's praiſe, 
Hear me, O God, regard me, when I cry, 


Have mercy on me, and my wants ſupply : 


| "Tis thy command, and word, ---Szek ye my face; 


Thy face I ſeek; and thy command embrace; 
Oh ! turn it not away, but ſmooth thy brow, 
And, as before, my Saviour, keep me now: 
Should ev'n my parents guardian kindneſs end, 
The Lord would take me up, my needs attend: 
Teach me thy ways, O Lord, my paths prepare, 
And guard me from the foe's deceitful ſnare : | 


My life they threaten, and my name blaſpheme, 


Riſe up, and fruſtrate each malicious ſcheme: 


My 


17 
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My fainting ſoul had been reduc'd to duſt, 


But that JeHovan's goodneſs was my truſt: 


Let not thy heart yield to deſponding fear; 
Wait on the Lord; wait, till Je#ovan hear. 


» — 
2 


PSALM XXVII. 
A Pſalm of David. 


AR Gu ME N T. 


It was probably written about the ſame time with the 


former, towards the latter End of his Reign ; when 
his WWars were well nigh finiſhed. But be had ſome 
domeſtic Faction, which ſtill gave him Trouble, 
poſſibly that of Sheba, 2 Sam. xx. which might give 
Occaſion to the writing of this Pſalm. Nichols. 


Lord, my rock, to thee my cries I ſend, 
Then be not filent, but my call attend: 
If thou art filent, who my ſoul ſhall fave, 
When tis juſt hov'ring o'er the gaping grave? 
Hear, when with hands up-rais'd I ſue for graces 
Before thine J oracle, and holy place: 
EE: "PS | „ 


Y When the High Prisſt preſented himſelf with the 
Urim and Thuntnim on exactly over- againſt the mercy-/eat, 
where the divine preſence reſted, God from thence an. 


ſwer' d him with an audible voice. For this reaſon it is, 


that the holy of holies, the place where the art, and the 
mercy-ſeat ſtood, is ſo often in ſcripture, as here, call'd 
the oracle. PRIDRAUx's Connedion. | 
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68 The PSALMS of DAVID, 

Let me not ſhare the wicked 2 workers ſmart, 

Who ſpeak fair peace, when miſchief fills their heart. 
Give them the ſcourges to their malice due, 

Let equal ſtrokes their evil deeds purſue: 

Give them their handy-work's deſerv'd reward, 

To their demerit ſhew its meet regard. 

Becauſe they weigh not, nor will wiſely ſee 

The wonders, which Jexovan wrought for me 8 
Which his hands wrought with an almighty pow'r, 
He'll break them down, nor will rebuild them more. 
For grace I ſu'd; O bleſſed be the Lord, 

Who did with grace his kindly car afford. 

Jexovan is my ftrength, my faithful ſhield, 

He was my truſt, he did his ſuccour yield. 

With joy ful heart I'll ſeek the ſacred quire, 

And his juſt praiſes ſhall my ſongs inſpire. 

The Lord's their ſtrength, who give the king 3 
He's his anointed's ſtrong and ſaving fort. 

O ſave thy people; bleſs thine heritage; | 

Feed, and exalt thy flock from | age to age. 


* Po-GHNALE A-VEN, workers of iniquity, or of; a he, 
which latter is often (as noted on Fſalm v.) underſtood 
of /4olatry; hence ſome have apprehended this, deſigned 
againſt ſome heathen enemy, who had aQted treacherouſly 
and in breach of faith. 


PSALM 
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PSALM XXIX. 


A Pſalm of David. 
AKGUMEN x. 

It ſeems to have been compos'd after ſome extraordinary 
Thunder, Lightning, and Rain; whereby tis proba- 
ble God had ſo diſcomfitted his Enemies, that he eaſily 
got the Victory. Whereupon, he exhorts them in 


this Pſalm to ſubmit to that Glorious Majeſty, 225 
whom the Thunder came. PATRICK, 


0 
* 


IV E ſtrength, give glory, and your tribute bring, 
Ye earthly princes, to th' eternal king: 

O give the glory due, his name implore, 

And in his beauteous courts the Lord adore: 

The God of glory thunder'd from on high, 

| Jexovan's voice alarm'd the ftreaming ſky ; 


At his repeated voice the ocean raves, 


And owns Jenovau with its numerous waves: 
Pow'rful the ſound, majeſtic is the tone, 

By which the dread Jexovan's voice is known: 
Aw'd Lebanon, and its tall cedars, ſhake, 

Riv'd with Jexovan's voice the cedars quake: | 
Sirion and Lebanon with roots up-torn, 


Skip, like a calf, or the young unicorn ; 5 
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76 The PSALMS V DAVID. 
As from the clouds the voice tremendous flies, 
The darting flames cut the divided ſkies: 

The Lord Ienovan ſhakes the deſert waſte, 

The waſte of Kades ſhakes with furious blaſt : 

His voice re-ſoundeth, and the * ſhudd'ring Does 


| Sink in their flight, and heave with labouring throws . 


As o'er the forreſt leafy ſpoils are made, 

The beaſts uncover'd ſcour the dreary glade: 

In his b high palace chaunt the angelic train, 
Glory to God, with one harmonious train. 

He ſate, as judge, when earth was © delug'd o'er, 
The Lord ſhall fit as king for evermore : 
Jenovan will his people's ſtrength encreaſe, 


Jenovan will his people bleſs with peace. 


a Heb. AJj-Ja-LoTH, Hinds, Does. T hey, of all other 
ſelwes, bruiſing their young, and caſting out their ſorrows. 
Fob xxxix. 4, 6. ByYTHNeR, AlxswokR TH. Mr. 
LowT interprets this word, concerning oats ſtruck 
with lightning, as being more agreeable to the context. 


d Heb. BE-HE-CHALo, in his temple, or palace. We 
may underſtand here God's heavenly temple, or ſanctuary, 
and not the temple of Feruſalem, of which opinion are 
Le CIERC, Hars, CHALD EE. The latter explains 
this place thus, And in the temple of the houſe of his ſanc- 
tuary, which is above, all his miniſlers do ſay his glory. 
AINSWORTH. 

Some comments underſtand this of Noah's flood, 


others of the zempe/t above deſcrib'd. AinsworTHs 
Hare, Mupce, Oc. 


_ creatures, bring forth with great trouble, bowing them- 


PSALM 
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PSALM e 


A Pſalm, being a Song at the Dedication of David's 
Houſe. 


ARGUMENT. 
The Occaſion of it was the Dedication of his Houſe (by 


Thankſgiving to God, and Feqſting his Friends, as 
the Manner was at coming to dwell in a new-built 


Houſe, Deut. xx. 5.) when he return d to it again» 
after the Rebellion of Abſalom, who bad defild it. 
PATRICK, NICHOLS. 


D* WN 4 from the deep, I will exalt the 5 

From dread of a triumphant foe reſtar d: 

My God, Jækovan, did my cries implore, 

Soon his all-healing hand reliev'd my fore : 

My ſoul hung o'er the pit, and deadly grave, 

Jenovan's arm was ready ſtill to ſave : 

Ye ſaints, aſſemble, grateful tribute pay, 

Record his goodneſs in the ſacred lay : 

His wrath but for moment will endure, 

Who finds his favour, keeps his ſoul ſecure: _ | 

e 4 Tho 

d Heb. Du1L-L1-THA-N1, thou haſt dracun me 1p, 1. e. 


as out of a pit of waters ; for this word is us'd for drawins 


of waters, Exodus ii. 1 6, 17. water; ſignifying troubles. 
Ains8WwoRTH, | 


n — - 


72 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Tho! diſmal ſorrow ſaddens all the night, 

Yet ſhouting joy comes with the morning light. 

I ſaid, repos'd thro' his almighty hand, 

Strong is my mountain, and unmov'd ſhall ſtand: 
When lo! he did but hide his chearing face, 


My joy was woe, mine honour was diſgrace : 
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9 h "Twas then I ſu'd the Lord with bended knees, 
| | | And to Jeyovan cry'd in ſtrains like theſe: 
i. | What profits with my blood to loſe my breath ? . 


How ſhall I praiſe thee in the duſt of death? 
My mould'ring bones when putrid worms ſhall bare, 
How in the grave ſhall I thy truth declare? 
Have mercy on me, Lord, my wailings hear, 


Help me, Jznovan, to diſpel my fear : 


Twas done; the mournful tears forgot to flow, 


And to a mirthful dance he turn'd my woe : 
- He bade me throw the ſordid © ſackcloth by, 


And f gird me round with glad feſtivity : 


YC 


— — 


Hence - 


* Heb. Sax-x1, my ſack, or ſackcloth, worn in the 
time of /orrov, Efther iv. 1. Jonas iii. 6. "Tis remark- 
able of this word /a, that it is ſo univerſal, as to be 
common to various languages, which argues the unaf- 
feed temper of real ſorrow, naturally inducing men to 
negle& their outward graces, and not to delight in 
their own perſons, in that the ſeveral nations apprehend 
this ee of it by the ſame diſmal garb, and a 

word of the ſame ſound to denote it. 

As ſackcloth was to be taken off, gladneſs, to carry 
on the metaphor, muſt mean the garment of 3 
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| The PSALMS of DAVID. 73 
Henceforth my God, Jzuovan, ſhall employ 
My glorying tongue with endleſs thanks and joy. 
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PSALM XXX. 
To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David. 
ARGODTHELINEC 
Herein he deſeribes his Confidence in God, notwithſtanding 


a grievous Strait wherein he was ; when (as I under- 
Hand it) after his Eſcape from Keilah, Saul with 
three Batallions (as we now ſpeak, ) purſued him ſo 
cloſe in the Wilderneſs of Maon, that without an 
extraordinary Providence of God over him, he had 
certainly fallen into his Hands, PATRICK. 


Truſt, Jenovan, in thy pow'rful name, 

In juſtice ſave me, and prevent my ſhame 
Bow down thine ear, and ſpeedy ſuccour give, 
Let me, my fortreſs, in thy faſtneſs live: 
No fort can keep me, if forſook by thee, 
Thou art my rock, to thy firm firength I flee: 
Then for thine honour lead, and guide my feet, 
Guard them from nets, conceal'd with dark deceit. 
Thou, my firm ſtrength, canſt every foe controul; 
Into thine hand I recommend my ſoul: 1 
O Lord, 


Which was to be girded on, whereas the habit of 
mourning was ſuffer'd to hang rent and looſe, Mupox. 


74 The PSALMS F DAVID. 
o Lord, thou God of truth, be this thy will, 
As in paſt dangers, to redeem me ſtill. 

Ye, who to s lying vanities incline, 

Avaunt, I'll ſeek no oracle but thine, 
Jexovan ; in thy mercy I'll rejoice, 

Since in my trouble thou haſt heard my voice, 
Haſt known my foul in each diſtreſsful ſtate, 
And freed my feet from every hoſtile ſtrait. 
Still in diſtreſs, ſend me, O Lord, relief, 

My ſinking eye is gnawn with preying grief: 
My burden'd ſoul deſponding faints away, 
And my ſtarv'd bowels pine into decay: 

In diſmal ſorrow my fad life is ſpent, 

And all my years, to give my ſighing vent: 
Mine able ſtrength finks under loads of fin, 
The bones conſume beneath my fleſhleſs fin : 
My foes triumphant mock my truſt in thee ; 
The neighbours ſharpen ſcandal's ſting for me; 
And friends my dreaded ſalutation flee. 

As a deceaſed man, I'm no one's care, 

Or Uke a broken veſſel, paſt repair. 


J felt 


e Heb. HaBu-LE, lying vanities, The word Hebel) 
here us'd, beſides vain, worldly things, fignifies in ſpecial 
idolatry ; for idols are often call'd wanities, as being 
light, vile, and things of nought, Deut. xxxii. 21. 
1 Aings xvii, 15. and many other places. AinsworTa. 
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I felt the laſh of many a ſland'rous tongue, 
Fear was all round, whilſt men devis'd my wrong, 
Whilſt they took counſel with inſidious ſtrife, | 
And baſely ſought to take away my life. 
Yet deprecating, Lord, this hoſtile rod, 
Truſting in thee, J ſaid, thou art my God ; 
My *® times are not in theirs, but in thine hand, 
Then ſave me from this perſecuting band : 
Cloud not thy face, forth let its beamings break, 
And fave thy ſervant for thy mercy's ſake. 
On them, not me, bid all the ſhame redound, 
Thee I invoke, the wicked's plots confound : 
May their falſe mouths, which at the pious rave, 
Be ſtopp'd with clay, and filenc'd in the grave: 
Seal up their lying lips, and tie their tongues, 
Fraught with diſdain, deſpight, and i laſting wrongs. 
What numerous bleſſings doſt thou keep in ſtore, 
For thoſe, who fear thee, and thine help implore ? 

Thoſe, 


b Heb. GuNIT-To-THAI, my times, i. e. his many and 
ſundry events, troubles, deliverances, proſperities, adverſities, 
life, and death, ( for all things have their appointed time, 
Eccleſ. iii. 12.) are in the hand and diſpoſition of God. 
AINSWORTH. | 

i Heb. Gana-THaR, durance, hardneſs, and iniquity : 
it reſpects things of long date paſt, or laſting and durable 
or time to come, Prov. viii. 18. Ja. xxiii. 18. In 
ſpeeches tis put for an o/ ſaw, taken up, and applied 
ko one's reproach, and ſo during long, and generally for 

any hard or flout ſpeech, 1 Sam, ii. 3. P/alm xciv. 4. 
AINSWORTH, 7 | 


76 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Thoſe, who before the ſons of men confeſs 
Thy name, ſhall thy diſtinguiſh'd favour bleſs : 
Shall hide them in the ſecret of thy face, 
In ſecret hide them in thine holy place: 
There the * rough pride of man thou ſhalt prevent, 
From wounding tongues ſhalt ſcreen them in thy tent. 
All praiſe to God, who ſent his wond'rous aid, 
When a ſtrong fort would have my force betray'd : 
I was then, when flying, that I ſaid in! haſte, 
I'm loſt, and from before thine eyes am caſt: 
Then was I heard; then, at mine inſtant cries, 
To my quick reſcue did Fx HOYAH riſe. 
Love him, ye gracious ſaints, who will regard 
'The juſt, and gives the proud their full reward : 
Be ſtrong ; Jenovan ſtill ſhall ſtrength impart 
To thoſe, who ſeck him in their faithful heart, 

k Heb. Racas, rough pride. It ſignifies Avitting, or 
Binding with knots, Exod. xxviii. 28. from which a word 
is deriv'd, %. xl. 4. ſignifying knobby, rough places, 
oppos'd to ſmooth, or plain. Hereby Dawid uſes it 
$puratively for rough affettions,' or actions of men, mean- 
ing their pride, as in our bible, verſe 21. or conſpiracies, 
and moleftations, ſo the Seventy read, from the troubles of 
men. AINSWORTH. | 

| Heb. BEHHOPH-zI, in mine haſſle, This word is 
ns'd to expreſs David's ſpeed and conſternation in his 
flight from Keilab, and no where elfe in any other part 
of David's hiſtory : from whence it is probable, that 


this P/a/m, ſince the Word occurrs here, hath reſpec to 
that occaſion, Parkick, n 
| | | PSALM 
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PSALM XXXI. 


A Pſalm of David, = Maſchil, 
ARGUMENT 


The above Title fignifies David's Inſtruction. The 

| Seventy call it, David's Syneſis, or his Return to 
a right Underſtanding of himſelf. Both Titles 
have regard to the deep Repentance, expreſs'd in this 

 Pſaln, for the great complicated Sin committed by 

Dim in the Matter of Urijah; being awaken'd to a 
freſh Senſe of his Crime by the Affliction which befel 
him in his Sen Abſalom's Rebellion againſt him. 
It was adapted to a public Uſe afterwards by the 
Jewiſh Church, and Tas ſolemnly repeated on the 
Day of Expiation. Nichols. | 


LESSINGS for him in heav'n are laid in ſtore, 
Whoſe fault's forgiv'n, whoſe crime is cover'd o'er; 
Bleſſings await that man the Lord ſhall clear 

From fin, whoſe ſoul is guileleſs and fincere. 


Throꝰ 


m MASCHIL is by ſome conjectur'd to denote a fa- 
mous tune, to which a ſong W with this word, 
gave the denomination. 
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18 The PSALMS of DAVID 


Thro' filent guilt, I, moaning with decay, 
Roar'd, like an awounded lion, all the day: 
Then day and night beneath thine heavy hand, 
My juiceleſs trunk was like the thirſty land, 
Scorch'd with the ſummer ſun's continual rage, 
When no cool ſhowers its ſultry heat aſſwage. | 
— | Selah. 
"T'was then at length, I ſought God's o pardoning grace, 
And ſpread my ſecret fins before his face : | 
Open'd each ſore, no darling fault conceal'd ; 
When he beheld, forgave, and J was heal'd. 

: | Selah, 
Tis thus the juſt diſcloſe each ſinful wound, 
In timely prayer, when God is to be found : | 
They ſeek their ſafeguard, e'er that ſearch is vain, 


Before the threat'ned v deluge drowns the plain. 


When 


n Like a wornded lion. This is an inſertion into the 
text, to illuſtrate the word roaring, which from the pro- 
per ſenſe of it in the Hebreav mult include this idea. See 
PaTrIck's paraphraſe. 


o See Pſalm li. correſponding to the argument of 
this, 


P Heb. LEsHe-TEPH, zn the great avater-floods. 
The meaning of the place is, This is the way of pre- 
venting thoſe great calamities, which otherwiſe may 
overtake men, when the Lord ſends a deluge of miſeries 
(as he did in the days of Noah) upon the world of the 
ungodly, PaTRICE. 


' The PSALMS 7 DAVID... a 
When quick mine anguiſh, my diſtreſs is great, | 
Thou art mine hiding-place, my ſure retreat; L N 
Thine aids ſhall furniſh out the ſacred lays, 
And compaſs me about with ſongs of praiſe. 

| Sela: 

Hear, and a faithful monitor attend, | 
Who points the pleaſant way, thy courſe ſhould bend: 
Will watch thy goings with a careful eye, 
And keep thy feet, leſt they ſhould tread awry. 
Submit yourſelf to reaſon's ſovereign rule, 
Not like th' unbitted korſe, th' unbridled mule, 
Which void of knowledge, and the guiding rein, 
Ranye without conduct oer the pathleſs plain. 
Great are their pains, who ſwerve from godly fear, 
But grace ſurrounds them, who the Lord revere. 
| Be glad, ye juſt, and in the Lord rejoice, 
And ſhout, ye righteous, with exalted voice. 
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PSALM XXXII. 
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P 


4A G U 


o' there is no Title to this Pſalm, the Stile and De- 
votion therein aſcribe it to David: campos d it might 
be upon ſome ſpecial Benefit, receiv'd from God, 
which makes him call it, A new Song, ver. iii. 

In the Courſe of it, he argues from God's Wiſdom 
in the Creation, and the various Diſpenſations of his 
Providence, that all Men ought to put their Truſt 
in him. PATRICK, NICHOLS. 
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E ſaints, who in IE HO VA put your truſt, 
Shout forth his praiſe : his praiſe becomes the juſt: 


May the ſoft lutes attend the vocal quire, 

The ten-ſtring'd inſtruments, and feſtive lyre, 

To praiſe the lord: let the loud-ſounding notes 
Swell from your {killful hands, and warbling throats. 
For the grand muſic a new ſong indite ; 

Jenovan's word is true, his works are right. 

His love to juſtice ſhines in each command, 
His goodneſs in each creature of his hand. 
Jzerovan's word form'd heaven above, beneath _ 


Its hoſts were made from his creating breath. 


Twas he amaſs'd the briny ſeas in heaps, - 
And, as in ſtore-houſes, reſerv'd the deeps: 


Fear, 


Tie PSALMS of DAVID. 8r 

F car, all ye lands, Jexovan, and let all | 
e aw'd by him, who tread this earthly ball: 

He ſpake, and it was done: its baſe was laid: 

Twas he commanded, -- and the world was made. 

Jenovan turns to nought the heathen ſchemes, 

They're but vain projects, and deluſive dreams; 

The counſel of the Lord ſtands ever ſure, 

His ſtable thoughts from age to age endure. 

Happy's chat nation where Jenovan's known, 

Thrice happy that, he chuſes for his own. 

The Lord ſupreme looks down from heav'n on highs 

On all the ſons of Adam caſts his eye; 

He from his bright domains this globe ſurveys, 

Diſcerns mens hearts alike, and ſcans their ways. 

No king can ſtand, unlefs he deigns to ſave, 

Nor might, nor numbers, can avail the brave : 

An horſe is vain, ſhould he enrag'd purſue, | 
Nor ftrength, nor ſpeed, can ſeape the vengeance due. 

Who fear the Lord, and on his truth rely, 

He ſhall regard them with a watchful eye : 


Shall keep their ſouls, when plagues infeſt the earth, 
And ſave them from the pinching jaws of dearth. 
Our hearts intently on Jenovan wait, 
Who is our help, and ſhield, in every ſtrait ; 
G Nothing 


82 Tie PSALMS of DAVID. 
Nothing can ſink their joy, or damp their flame, 
Since we have truſted in his holy name. 

On us, Jenovan, let thy mercy be 

As conſtant, as we fix our hope in thee. 


PSALM DAXAIV. 


AR G UM. N N. 


A Pſalm of David, when he chang d his Behaviour, 
(i. e. pretended to be beſide himſelf) before Abime- 
lech; (i. e. Achiſh, Abimelech being the common 
Title of the Kings of Gath, ſignifying my Father 
the King) who drove him away, and he departed. 
HEBREW Inſcription. 


EH OVA H's praiſe ſhall dwell upon my tongue, 
My mouth ſhall never quit the pleaſing ſong : 
My ſoul her boaſt ſhall in Jenovan make, 
The meek with joy the glorious record take. 
Give greatneſs to the Lord, together join, 
Teexalt his name, let all our powers combine: 
I fought the Lord ;---he kindly deign'd to hear; 
And ſoon he freed me from mine anxious fear : 
Then pour'd the juſt to meet his ſun-ſhine ray, 5 
Which from their face chac'd cloudy ſhame away: 
| At 


4 The HB. fer is here conjeCtur'd by biſhop Haze 
to be maimed, which he confirms from Metrical reaſons : - 
| AINSWORRHy 


we PSALMS of DAVID. 83 
At me they point, that was the wretch diftreſs'd; 
Who, flying to the Lord, is greatly bleſs'd. | 


The truly good need dread no treacherous wound 
Whom guardian angels pitch their camp around, 
O taſte, and ſee, how gracious is the Lord, ; | 
He's fully bleſs'd, that truſteth in his word. 
Fear him, ye faints, and baniſh deep deſpair z 
No wants can fruſtrate his ſupporting care. 
The ravenous lion ſuffers hunger's pains, 
Sometimes doth lack this tyrant of the plains: 
But thoſe, who ſeek the Lord, ſhall ſurely find 
All needful goods, with a contented mind. 
Ye pupils, who enliſt in wiſdom's ſchools, 
Attend to me, and hear thoſe wholeſome rules, 
Which fear religious dictates: where's the man | 
Would ſee good days, and lengthen out his ſpan? 
From ſlanderous folly keep thy bridled tongue, 
Thy lips from guile, and che deceitful wrong; 
Learn to do well, from every evil ceaſe, 
Seek, and purſue, the pleaſant paths of peace. 
88 z 0 


ArxsworTn, without any ſuch remark, has tranſlated 
the verſe (5) They looked upon him, and flowed, and their 
Faces be not aſhamed ; but our bible tranſlation, inſtead of 
flowed, ( Neharu ) renders it were /ightned, according to 
the Seventy, agreeing with the Chaldee. We have in 
Pi above tranſlation aim'd to compriſe theſes various 
ſenſes, | | 8 


84 The PSALMS of DAVID. 

The truly good engage th' Almighty's eye, 

Engage his ear, which liſtens to their cry. 

Againſt th' unjuſt he ſets his dreadful face, 

And bids oblivion blot the ſhort-liv'd race. 

The Lord will hearken, when the righteous call, 
Will ſooth their cares, and calm their troubles all : 
The Lord is nigh unto the broken heart, 

Will fave the contrite ſoul, and eaſe his ſmart : 

Tho” many ſorrows on the righteous wait, 
The Lord at length reſtores their happy ſtate; 
When threat'ning arms are rais'd, the danger knows, 
Keeps all their bones, and wards the cruſhing blows. 
But ſudden vengeance ſhall the wicked ſlay, 
Malicious men ftill periſh in their way: 

Jenovan's ſervants ſhall be guiltleſs found, 

And to the faithful mercy ſhall abound. 
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Pn” 


PSALM XXXV. 
A Pſalm of David. 
A RG U ME N T. 
It was compos d, during his Perſecution under Saul; 
and is particularly levelled againſt the Informers in 
Saul's Court, of whom he much complains, begging 


God's Aſſiſtance to defeat their wicked Deſigns againſt 
him, NICHOLS. 


LEAD thou my cauſe, in the dire conteſt join, 
And brand mine enemies, O Lord, for thine : 
Be thou my champion, take the dreadful field, 
Aſſume the flaming ſword, and guardian ſhield ; | 
Draw forth the fpear, ſtop, ſtop, th' embattled way, 
And whiſper to my ſoul ;---I am thy ſtay. | 
May * ſhame and horror round their banners riſe, 
| Rout them, who miſchief to my ſoul deviſe: - 
; | 3 b Let, 
r When ſuch paſſages as theſe are render'd in the | 
form of a ee as in our bible tranſlation, they ſeem 
ſuch horrid imprecations, as do not ſuit the mouth of a 
good man. But they muſt be conſidered as an appeal 
to God in a particular caſe for juſtice againſt thoſe, 
whom no court on earth could or would puniſh. 
Which made it fit, the author thought, to deſire the 


divine majeſty to execute the 1 he had enacted 
in his law againſt incurable offenders; who elſe would 


eſcape 


86 The PSALMS T DAVID. 
Let, whilſt they fly, like chaff before the wind, 
Jenovan's angel drive the ſtorm behind: 
Let, as they ruſh o'er dark and ſlippery coaſts, 
Jexovan's angel ſtill purſue their hoſts : 
For me, without a cauſe, their ſnares were ſet, 
Without a cauſe was ſpread the treacherous net z 
Digg'd was the pit: the pit ſhall catch the man, 
Who thought my feet to take, my ſoul trepan : 
Ruin ſhall from his own projected ſnare, 
Tumultuous ruin, ſeize him not aware. 
Then thy ſalvation, Lord, ſhall raiſe my voice, 
And in thy proweſs ſhall my ſoul rejoice. 
My members ſound, and each unbroken bone, 
O Lord, ſhall thy preſerving goodneſs own. 
In this praiſe- offering all my powers ſhall join; 
What mighty God may be compar'd with mine? 
Who from the violent man preſerves the meek, 
And from the ſtrong and mighty ſaves the weak, ' 
| Falſe witneſſes aroſe, a perjur'd crew, 
With crimes they charg'd me, which I never knew: 
For good receiv'd, they with malicious ſtrife 
Return'd me ill, and ev'n attack'd my life. | 
And 


eſcape the hand of juſtice, whereby alſo others would 
be hardned in their wickedneſs.---Befides, the text 
may be render'd, not as a prayer, but as a prediction, 
not may they, or let them, but they hall be; as we have 
done in molt of the like paſſages, Pa TRICE, DELANY, 


De PSALMS F DAVID. $5 
And yet, when erſt their ſprightly health was gone, 
"Twas then I put the diſmal ſackcloth on: 
Humbled my ſoul, obſerv'd the mournful faſt, 
When on myſelf my pray'r return'd at laſt. h 
Not greater grief had ſeiz'd me for my friend, 
Should death have threatn'd his approaching end! 
Or had I follow'd mine own mother's bier, | 
Not filial love could call a truer tear. | 
Yet at mine halting they enjoy'd my fall, 
And flew together at th' inhuman call: 
To me unknown, vile abjects croud along, 
And ſmiting wound me with inceſſant tongue : 
The ſordid tribe of paraſites at feaſts, | 
Make me the ſubject of their venal jeſts : 
Gnaſhing their teeth : How long wilt thou ſtand by, 
O Lord, and ſee me thus inſulted lie ? 
Reſtore my ſoul from the devourer's paws, 
And ſave my darling from the lion's jaws. 
Then in thy courts I'll join the thankful ſong, : 
And praiſe thy name amidſt th' pious throng. 
Let not my foes rejoice with wrongful cry, 
Nor cauſeleſs mock me with the winking eye ; 
86 4 Who 


s Meaning, they will receive no benefit from my 
yer, but my requeſt to God, on their behalf, ſhall 
cure a bleſſing for myſelf from him. NicyoLs. | 


8 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Who x eaceful language do not friendly ſpeak, 
But utter treach'rous words againſt the meek. 
They ſaid, with open mouths, and grinning ſpight, 
Aha, Aha, our eyes atteſt the ſight, 4 
Thou too haſt ſeen, O Lord; confound their 3 2 
Why art thou deaf ? be near to purge my wrongs: 
Stir up thy ſelf; to judgment, Lord, awake 
My injur'd fide, O God, propitious, take: 

| Judge me, O Lord, declare my righteous cauſe, 

2 Nor let them triumph o'er thy ſlighted laws: 
Cry, Ah! within their heart, with joyous flout, 
And ſay, "Tis done, we've ſeen the vagrant out. 
Diſgrace ſhall ſeize them, and abaſhing ſhame, 


Who'd build their triumphs on my ruin'd fame: 
Shame and diſhonour ſhall begird them all, 
Who'd proudly boaſt themſelves upon my fall. 

But let them ſhout with loud tumultuous praiſe, 
Who look with favour on my righteous ways : 
Yea, let them ever {ound<--The Lord is great, 
Whoſe pleaſure's in his ſervant's proſperous ſtate : | 
So too my tongue thy juſtice ſhall diſplay, 

And puhliſh forth thy lauds from day to day. 


PSALM 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 8g 


PSALM XXXVI. 


To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David, the | 
Servant of the Lord. 


ARGUMEN T. 
It was compos'd, as the Arabic and Syriac Verſions 
inform us, during ſome Time of his Perſecution 
under Saul: and probably towards the beginning 


thereof, when Saul carried it tolerably fair towards 
him, tho he ſecretly contriv/d his Ruin, Nichols. 


HE ; wicked's treſpaſs ſhews thro! all diſguiſe, 
That there's no fear of God before his eyes: 
Thus ſpeaks my heart : though, wiſe in his own ſight, 
He hides the hateful ill, twill come to light. 
Wich treacherous grace he ſets off gloſſing lies, 
But ceaſes to do well, and to be wiſe. 
In bed he muſes o'er the cruel cheat, 
And then purſues the way of curs'd deceit : 
To no good aims his wily projects tend, 
He waves no evil arts to work mine end. 
But, Lord, thy truth and mercy, heaven-like high, 
Fill all the earth, and reach beyond the ſky ; 


90 The ;PSALMS'f DAVID, 
Thy juſtice, like t thy mountains, fix'd and ſteep, 
Thy judgment's like th* unfathomable deep: 
All men, O Lord, thy bounteous bleſſings ſhare, 
And beaſts unthinking feel thy guardian care. 
How precious is thy grace] what joys it brings 
Much more to thoſe, who ſeek thy u ſhadowing wings, 
The ſons of men! What ſacred, rich repaſts, 
What ſtreams of pleaſures, ſhall regale their taſtes 
Within thy courts ? where ſprings life's ſource, whoſe ray 
Pours to our fight a flood of joyful day, 


On them, Jznovan, let it ever flow, 


Continu'd, who thy loving kindneſs know : 
For ever; thro' thy righteouſneſs, impart | 
Thy gracious favour to th upright in heart: 
Let not the foot of pride triumphant ſtand, 
Which ſtrikes at me; the wicked's threat ning hand 
8 Enfeeble: 
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— Heb. The mountains of God. That 
is, high, mighty, or eminent mountains. The Hebrew 
uſeth to note things eminent by adding the name of G0; 
as cedars of God, mount of God, river of God, &c. AiNs- * 
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i u Thy ſhadowing wings, This is a common figure 
lh in the Pſalms, more immediately taken from the wings 
1 of the Cherubim, ſhadowing the mercy-ſeat over the ark ; 
1 but more remotely from birds, which ſcreen their young 
Ws | from the ſolar rays with the ſhadowing of their wings, 
[ { Pſalm xvi. ver. 8. Ivii. ii. lxix. v. c. Hare, 
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Enfeeble :---» There each evil worker lies, 
Diſarm'd, and fall'n, and never more to riſe. 


PSALM XXXVIL 
A Plalm of David. 


ARGUMENT. 


It was probably written in view of the Times under 
Saul's Reign, The Deſign of it is ta perſuade Men 
to a Submiſſion to Providence, the it may permit 
good Men for a Time to lie under preſſures and 
hardſhips, and bad Ones to enjoy a State of Proſpe- 


rity. For that their Proſperity ſhall be but ſhort, 

and the Fuft ſhall in God's good Time have their 
 Reward.—lt is an Alphabetical Pſalm in alternate 
| Verſe. PATRICK, NICHoOLs. 


RET not, if evil doers live in ſtate, 
And be not envious at the wicked great: 
Cut down, like graſs, they ſoon ſhall paſs away, 
And fade, as herbs, ſcorch'd with the ſolar ray ; 
Truſt in the Lord, and have a liberal hand, 
Plenty ſhall wait thee in the promis'd land : 
Delight 


» Heb. Suan. There. It repreſents ſtrongly before 
the eyes the downfal of the wicked. Upon the wery 
ſpot, where they practiſe their treachery, they receive 
their downfal, Mupce, 
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92 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Delight in him, in every ſtate reſign'd, 

And he ſhall hear thee, and fulfil thy mind : 
Submit thine own to providence his ways, 

And he ſhall lead thee thro” life's puzzling maze q | 
Plain as the fun, ſhall prove thy practice right, 
And clear thy juſtice, as the noon-tide light. 

Let no repinings rack thine anxious breaſt, 
But wait with patience, on IRH OVA reſt; 

Fret not thyſelf, if ſometimes he connives » 

At baſe deſigns, or if the worldling thrives : | 

Be not enrag'd, but ſtill th' event attend, | 

Nor let fell envy, tempt thee to offend ; 

For evil doers ſhall not always ſtand, 

At length the juſt ſhall enter on the land. 

Obſerve but for a little while, and ſee, 

The wicked's gone, his place has ceas'd to be: 
Yet ſhall the meek the deſtin d earth poſſeſs, 

And peace abundant ſhall their borders bleſs : 

The wicked plots to change this happy ſcene, 
Gnaſhing his teeth, and threat'ning with his mien : 
The Lord ſupreme mocks at his envious ſtrife, 
And ſoon he blaſts his projets with his life. 
Th' unjuſt have drawn their ſword, and bent their bow, 
To wound the poor, and lay the needy low: 


Ta 


The PSALMS r DAVID. 93 
To harraſs thoſe, who act an upright part; | 
But their own ſword ſhall pierce their faithleſs heart: | 
Their bows ſhall into ſplinter'd ſhivers fly, 
Their nerves relax d, or broke, ſhall uſeleſs lie. 
A little pittance in a righteous hand, 


Does more, than all the wicked can command 5 

For God will cruſh the wicked in their pride, 

But turns his favours on the righteous ſide: 

Th' upright he tendeth with his daily care, 

Their children's children mall his bleſſings mare: 

Not ſunk with ſhame, in evil times they'll ſtand, 

And thrive, when famine waſtes the guilty land : | 

His foes ſhall fall, and thoſe who go aſtray, | 

As fat of rams, which on the altar lay, Fa : 
They ſhall conſume, like ſmoke conſume away. 
The wicked borrow, but their friend deceive, 
The juſt are merciful, and freely give: 

To theſe God's graces with his bleſſings go, 
And Canaan's milk and honey ever flow: 

But thoſe ſhall of th' enriching proſpect fail, 
His curſe will bar them of the fair entail: 

The good-man's goings are the Lord's delight, 
His ſteps he orders, and condukts him right; 


94 The PSALMS Y DAVID. 
His hand, when ſinking, will his weight ſuſtain, | 
Or if he falls, tis but to riſe again. 

I ne'er beheld thro' life's proceeding ſtage, 

Or in my riſing, or declining age, 

The good forſaken, with a beggar'd ſeed, 

In breadleſs plight, or in penurious need. 

He lends, and acts the charitable friend, 
Whilſt numerous bleflings to his heirs deſcend. 
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Depart from evil, and employ thy ſtore 

In doing good, and dwell for evermore. 
The Lord in juſtice will his love beſtow, 

And ever guard his gracious ſaints below: 

But for a little time th' unjuſt remain, 


Md ae. 
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Then periſh in their offspring o'er again: | 
Whilſt he, who ſhall in righteouſneſs excel, 

b +} In Canaan's bleſs'd abodes will ever dwell. 
| The words of wiſdom grace his fluent tongue, 


His mouth's eſtrang'd from injudicious wrong : 
The laws divine within his heart reſide, 

His well-direQed footſteps cannot flide : 

Blood-thirſty men would ſnare him in his way, 

But God will ſave him in the ſolemn day, 

Tho? erring judgment ſhould his cauſe betray. 

Wait, on the Lord, and keep the law divine, 

And Canaer's ſtores exalting ſhall be thine : 
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The PSALMS of DAVID. 95 
| When abje& men, who ſeiz d the glorious prize, 
Shall be depriv'd, and fall before thine eyes. 
The wicked have I ſeen in powerful place, 
High in his rank, and fair in outward grace, 
Luxuriant, as the * forreſt's native tree, 
He paſs'd away, and lo ! he ceas'd to be: 
With care I ſought him, ſought in vain around, : 
. The mighty man was no where to be found, 
Obſerve the juſt, his evils quickly ceaſe, 
Behold the man upright, his end is peace 2 
But the tranſgreſſors ſhall together fall, 
Their end is, that fare rain ſweeps them all. 
The Lord will guard the righteous in diſtreſs, 
And aid them, when their troubles aſk redreſs : 
The Lord ſhall ſhield them, ſhield them from th' unjuff, 
And ſave them, fince in him they fix their truſt. 


x Heb. Keez-ran, As a native tree, i. e. ſuch an 
one as was never tranſplanted, but grows in its natural 
place. Biſhop Hare is of opinion, that it is to be 
underſtood of ſome particular ſpecies, and accordingly 
the Greeks tranſlate it, as the cedars of Lebanon, being, 
ſelf-growing, ſpreading, and lofty trees. Pacnxinus 
renders it the Laurel; but ByT HYER ſays, he is at a loſs 
for the reaſon. | 
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9 The PSALMS of DAVID: 


PSALM XXXVIII. 
A Pfalm of David, to bring to Remembrance. 
ARG VUIENT. 
"Tis ſuppoſed to be penn'd whilſt he labour'd under ſome 
painful, and noiſome Diſtemper, being at the ſamę 


Time harraſs'd by ſome grievous Perſecutions ; or to 
put himſelf in Remembrance of the Moan he made, 
when in that ſad Condition ; and how earneſt he was 
with God to remember him, to pardon the Sins 
which had brought him into it, and to releaſe him 6 out 
of it. PATRICK, NicHoLs. 


EBUKE not, when thy boiling rage is great, 
Neither chaſtiſe me in thy wrathful heat. 

Thine v arrows, Lord, inflit a various wound, 

Thine heavy hand doth cruſh me to the ground. 

My fleſh is all unſound, all-harrow'd o'er, 

Becauſe thine anger chafes the confluent ſore. 

"Tis fin, *tis fin, which does my fabric ſhake, 

And makes my tortur'd bones inceſſant ake. 

Dark 
porn Ge er ghee ie, 


the almighty are in me, the venom a drinketh up my 
ſpirit, vi. 4. AtxSwoRTH, | \ 
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The PSALMS ef DAVID. gy 
Dark clouds, from paſt offences, round me ſpread, 5 
With heavy torrents deluge o'er mine head: 
As with a pond'rous burden downwards bow'd, 
I faint beneath th' intolerable load : 
My wounds are noiſome, and mine ulcers ſwell, | 
The direful cauſe my guilty = follies tell: 
Troubled, I creep along, ſtoop'd down with woe, 
And all the day my trickling tears o'erflow : 
My loins are fill'd with blains (loathſome diſeaſe!) 
Defacing blotches all my carcaſe ſeize : — 
Feeble, and broke in each diſorder'd part, 


T've roar'd thro* anguiſh of my groaning heart. 
But why this long detail of wretched woes 

To thee, O Lord, who knew them, as they roſe ? 
Lo ! mine heart pants, my firength is worn away, 
Mine eyes have loſt their luſtre thro? decay: 
Thro' my ſad ſtroke, thus I deſerted lie, 

No lover dear, no ſoothing friend is nigh : 


F 


My buſy allverſaries all prepare, 

With ſubtle ſecreſy, the deadly ſnare : | 
Whilſt ready miſchief dwells upon their tongue, 
Their heart is ever meditating wrong: 

H In 
TEE 
is o expreſs'd by the Greeks, Prov. xii. 16, xv. 2. 


xxvi. 11. and our Saviour numbereth fooliſeneſi amongſt 
other evils which defile a man. AINSWORTH, | 
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98 The PSALMS oF DAVID. 


In vain they rail; nor am I bound to hear; 


Their ſlanderous taunts wound not my careleſs ear: 


As if *twas faften'd to its vaulted roof, 

My tongue, unmov'd, retorted no reproof. 

My hope, my ſoul, is fix'd on thee, O Lord, 
Thou, God, wilt hear, and with my vows accord: 
"Twas thus I ſpake, leſt they with vaunting pride, 
Should triumph in my ſlips, my fall deride: 

My feet begin to fail; before mine eyes 

The threat'ning woes in conſtant proſpects riſe : 
Then let me not conceal mine hated fin, 

Or ſtop thoſe tears, which may thy favour win; 
Since yet ſurvive my cauſeleſs, rancorous, foes, 
Mighty and many, who againſt me roſe ; 

Who for my kindneſs perſecute me ſtill, 

And for the good I ſeek, entreat me ill. 

Forſake me not, O Lord, but eaſe my grief, 

Be near, my Saviour, haſte to my relief. 


PSALM 
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PSALM XXXIX. 


To the chief Muſician, to Feduthun. A Pſalm of 
David. 


A R GU ME N T. 


It was compos d under a ſevere Fit of Sickneſs, as ſome 
think ; or a great Degree of Trouble, as others. The 
Subject of it is not very different from the xxxvii. 
and Ixxili. viz, The Scandal, which good Men take, 
whilſt they are under Affliction, at the Proſperity of 

the Wicked: to which is annex'd a Reflexion on the 
Vanity of worldly Things, as a proper Argument to 
cure ſuch an Impatience. Nichols. 


\ Cautious guard I vow'd ſhould watch my tongue; 
Left it ſhould raſhly utter finful wrong: 
My mouth I'll keep with wiſdom's guiding reing 
Before tho unjuſt, in fight of the prophane. 
In ſilence dumb, from a good I held my peace, 
| Whilſt my pent paſſions did my griefs encreaſe; 
e H 2 My 


; 
* 


From good, i. e. from good things, as ſays the Greek, 
the words of the law, as ſays the Chaldee, religious diſ- 
courſe, the windication of himſelf againſt his unjuſt accuſers, 
the acknowledgment of God's greatneſs, juſtice, and goodneſs, 
in his own troubles ; leſt he ſhould be guilty» of intem- 

perate ſpeeches againſt his adverſaries, or provoke them 
do inſult, or blaſphemy, AinsworTn, PaTRICE, 
Nichols, Mupcs, | | 
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100 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
My heart was hot, and o kindled to a flame, 
When from the ſtifled fire theſe accents came. 

« Teach me, eternal God of heav'n, to know, 

ec What a ſhort time to man thou doſt beſtow ; 

« To weigh the ſcanty portion of my days, 

« How frail I am, and what are human ways. 

«© What a ſmall ſpace concludes our worldly ſtrife, 


4 See an hand's breadth, the meaſure of my life 


« Mine age is nothing, if compar'd with thee, 
Each mortal is at beſt but vanity. 
« Man walks a ſhadow, makes a buſy ſhow, 
ce And reſtleſs toils in vain for ſtores below; 
« He heaps up wealth ; and what's the ſum of all ? 
« Heknows not where the deſtin'd hoards ſhall fall. 
« 'Then what remains, O Lord, where ſhall I flee ? 
«© Where place my hope? I'll place my hope in thee. 
1% Looſe me from fin, nor let me ſtill complain, 
«« The ſcoff of fools, and jeſt of the prophane. 
« With my clos'd mouth did I corrected ſtand, 
« Bore all from thee, and bleſs d thy ſmiting hand: 
« Suſpend 


d Kindled to a flame, orig. the fire burned. With this 
ſpeech we may compare that of Jer. xx. 9. And I ſaid, 
1 will not mention him, nor ſpeak any mare in ; 
it was in my heart as a burning fire ſhut up in my bones, 
and I was weary with forbearing, and could no longer. 
Aixns8woRTH, | 


s name : but 


De PSALMS of DAVID. 101 
« Suſpend thy laſh at length, and eaſe my woes, 
„ Or I ſhall fall thro' thy repeated blows, 
« As when the ſecret moth purloins away 
« The garment's beauty, ſuch is man's decay, 
« When thy rebukes for ſin exact its pain; 
« Such, ſuch is man, ſo tranſient, and ſo vain! 
To theſe my moving plaints bend down thine ear, 
« Anſwer, O Lord, to every pleading tear: 
« Regard my ſtate, who, as my fathers were, 
Am a meer ſtranger, and a pilgrim here. - 
« O! ſpare me for the little time in ſtore, 
« And ſtill renew me, till my journey's o'er.” 


PSALM XI. 
To the chief Muſician, A Pſalm of David. 
ARGUMENT... 
It contains a Rehearſal and Acknowledgment of God's 
former Favours manifeſted to him, with a Prayer 
for future Bleſſings. Here is likewiſe a prophetical 


Repreſentation of the Meſſias, and of the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation. Nichols. 1 


OR God I waited with a patient mind, 
A 
And he at length his gracious ear inclin'd : 
Hg Stunn'd ; 
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Gave me to fix my feet, and firmly ſtand. 


And fear, and put their truſt in God, the Lord. 


Vaſt is the total, infinite th amount, 


No more with offerings be thine altar ſtor d: 


or Highiſul pit, and dirty mire, a familiar metaphor, 


| Thou haſt digged open mine ears to hearken to thy commant- 
according to the law, Exod. xxi. 6, The Greek any 


* 


102 Th PSALMS of DAVID. 
Stunn'd in an < horror-ſounding pit 1 lay, 
Sunk deep in mire, and clung around with clay; 
Whence on a rock his providential hand 


"Tis this inſpires me in a joyful firain 
To tune new ſongs of praiſe to God again: 
Many ſhall ſee the goodneſs they record, | 


Bleſſings are theirs, who thus in God confide, 
Defying the ſtout-hearted ſons of pride, 
Nor turn to lying vanities aſide. 

What gracious wonders hath Jenovan wrought? 
What ſtill for us'reſerv*d'in pregnant thought? 


Numbers would fail to tell the. grand account. 
Burnt-ſacrifice, and offerings of peace, 

Thou doſt remit ; let then. oblations ceaſe : 

Lo! I'm thy ſervant, thou mine © ears haſt bor'd, 


'Then 


e Heb. Mizzor SHAON, &c. from the horror-ſounding, 


ſignifying deep afiiions, and of difficult eſcape. A1vs- 


WORTH. 


d Thou mine ears Loft bor'd, meaning, as the halli, 


ments: or, mine ears haſt thou bor d as thy ſervant for ever, 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 103 
Then 'twas I ſaid, Behold, O God, I come, | 


See it is written in the ſacred tome: 


To do thy will is my delightful part; 


Thy law is grav'd upon mine inmoſt heart. 


Hence have I preach'd, with an applauding tongue, 
Thy righteous acts amidſt the pious throng : 
Lo! I could ne'er my grateful lips refrain, 

And thou, O Lord, art conſcious of my ſtrain. 
Thy grace mine heart o'erflowing ne'er could hide, 
'Thy faithful goodneſs is proclaimed wide : | 


Thy loving-kindneſs have I ne'er conceal'd, 
Thy truth have in thy ſacred church reveal'd. 


O!] may thy tender mercies ſcreen me ſtill, 
Thy grace and truth preſerve my ſoul from ill. 


For numerous evils compaſs me around, 


My follies ſeize, and weigh me to the ground: 


| Prone is mine aſpect, downcaſt is mine eye, 


My ſight no chearing object can deſcry : 


My ſins alas! out- number all mine hairs, 
And fink my ſpirits with deſponding cares: 


Vouchſafe, O Lord, to make my troubles ceaſe, 


Haſten, Jexovan, to my quick releaſe: 


H 4 Diſgrace 


But a body haſt thou fitted me, pointing to our Lord's, 
which was ordain'd and fitted to be a ſacrifice for the 
fins of the world, when the /ega/ ſacrifices were ' refus'd 
- &5 unprofitable, AlxsWoRT EH. | 
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rog The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Diſgrace ſhall ſeize 'em all, and coward flight, 
Who hunt my ſoul, and in mine hurt delight : 
Sad deſolation ſhame my taunting foes, - 

Who ſay, Aha! and mock me in my woes : 
Let thoſe, who ſeek thee, and on thee depend, 
Shout and rejoice in an almighty friend : 

Let thoſe, who love thy ſervants happy fate, 
Say, with continual praiſe, The Lord is great. 
Tho? poor, and low, he tends me, as my ſtay, 
Thou art mine help, O God, make no delay. 


— — — „ 


PSALM XII. 
e e ee 4 Pile of Dat 


ARGUMENT 


The Author, Iabouring under ſome Illneſs, complains here 


of the Inſult and Treachery of his Enemies, (probably 
thoſe of Abſalom's Party) and of one in particular. 
He prays to be reliev d, and accordingly is relieved. 
This Mercy of God to him he ſeems to attribute in the- 
three firſt Verſes to his own eh for the Acficted. 


Mupcet, &c. 
H who ſhall e tend the poor with prudent care, 
From bounteous heav'nwill num'rous bleſſingsſhare: 
The 


© Heb. Mas- 411 EL Dat. The expreſſion implieth 
both: a ſellful minding, and judging, and a carriage ag- 
cording 
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The Lord will keep him in the evil day; 
Jenovan ſhall his prudent care repay : | 

He ſhall be bleſs'd on earth with proſperous ways, 
No foes their triumph on his ruin raiſe : 

When ſickneſs reigns, and when diſeaſe is rife, 
Jexovan will preſerve th' important life: 

For ſhould diſtemper, with its languid pain, 

| On ſorrow's bed his weak'ned limbs detain, 

Thou, Lord, ſhalt raiſe him, thou his bed ſhalt ſtrew, 
And ſhew him mercy, who did mercy ſhew. 
Be gracious Lord,---that was mine inſtant pray'r, 

O! heal my ſoul, a contrite ſinner ſpare : © © 

My foes with words malicious wound my fame, 

When ſhall he die, with his deteſted name? 

They pay their viſits, ſeem to ſooth my ſmart, 

But the kind mouth belies the treacherous heart; 
This gathers miſchief, whilſt that ſpeaks me fair: 
They go, and give th' improv'd reflection air: 

Then bring the ſpreading ſlander from the ſtreet, 
Which ſerves the private whiſper, when they meet ; 
With ſecret hatred they deviſe my wrong, 

And thus give looſe to their pernicious tongue: 


6 Pour'd 


cording in * and deed: the Chaldee therefore thus 


paraphraſeth, attendeth to the affairs of the poor to have 
pity on him, AINSWORTH, 
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Bleflings and lauds, let all the kingdoms round, 


rn 
r 


and faſt-cleaving of his ſin, and likewiſe of his puniſh- 
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« f Pour'd in him is his fin, his plague is ſore, 

&« And now he lieth, he ſhall riſe no more.” 

Yea ev'n my neareſt s friend, who eat my bread, 
Who had mine heart, and at my table fed; 

He, who with me partook each dainty good, 
Kicks at the hand which gave the wonted food. 
But hear me, Lord, at length my throne reſtore, 
And let due vengeance be delay'd no more. 

Thou art my friend by this I ſurely know, 

Elſe I ſhould ſuffer a triumphant foe: _ 
Mine is the triumph, thine th* upholding grace, 
Which ever ſets my cauſe before thy face. 
Bleſſings, and grateful thanks to God, the Lord, 
To Iſrael's God, preſent with one accord; 


To Iſrael's God, from age to age, reſound. 


The End of the Firſt BOOK, 


The 


f Heb. Ia r- Ts ux, hall be faſtened, or poured into him, 
The word ſignifies both, and — denote the greatneſs 


ment; for p/agues are ſaid to be poured out, Rev. xvi. 2. 
AinsworrTn. | | 


s Here probably is meant Achitophel, 
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* 


* . « . ; [1 


The Second BOOK of PSALMS. 
Ps AL M. XII. 
To the chief Muſician. Maſchil, for the Sons of 
Korah. i. e. to be Set or Sung by them, under the 
chief Maſter of Mufick in the Tabernacle, . 

ARGUMEN T. 


It was probably compos'd by David, as the Seventy 
 expreſly attribute it to him, upon Occaſion of his being 


debarr'd from the Houſe of God, during his Exile in 


the Rebellion of Abſalom. PATRICK. 


S when the bounding b hart in thirſt extream 
With breath ſublime pants for the cooling ſtream ; 
So pants my ſoul, ſo thirſts for thee, my God, 

The living God, and for thy bleſs'd abode : 

Ol when ſhall I before thy face appear? 

When from my cheek wipe the deſcending tear? 


Which in a never- ceaſing current flows, 
By day my © food, by night my chief repoſe, 


b Hart, or hind. A beaſt thirſt by nature, but whoſe 


thirſt is encreas'd, when ſhe is hunted. AinsworTn. 


i Orig. my tears have been my meat, &C. i. e. inſtead of 
y daily food, my only ſatisfaction is in tears, to which 
have wholly abandon'd a ot PATRICK, | 
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Why makes my ſinking ſoul ſuch piteous moan ? 


What chears my face, my God, and Saviour's name. 


108 Te PSALMS of DAVID. 
Whilſt vile upbraiders ſharpen ſtill thy rod 

With this continual taunt, ---Where's now thy God ? 
O! once indeed thy glorious ark I ſought, 

(My ſoul diſſolv'd yields to the melting thought) 
When rapturous trains of ſaints flew crouding there, 
As feſtive ſhoutings rent the gladſome air. . 


Why are thy ſorrows ſo tumultuous grown ? 
Hope thou in God,---for I will yet proclaim, | 


My ſoul caſt down with heart-corroding grief, 

Where * Jordan flows, would ſeek in vain relief; 

As I on ! Hermon, and low Mitzar ſtray, 

But that thy dear remembrance is my ſtay. 

mn Deep calls to deep, from clouds, around me ſpread, 

The guſhing ſpouts of water plunge mine head ; 
Ws Toſs'd 


k Jordan, which lies eaſtward of Feruſalem. | 


| Heb. HERNMONIM, i. e. the inhabitants, or moun- 
tains of Hermon, which was an high mount in the north 
parts of the land, perhaps of numerous tops, of which 
the following Mitzar might be a leſſer one, as it ſignifies 
the leſſer mount, ſo is the Greek; elſe it may be a proper 
name, and mean the ſouthern mountains, which were 
ſmall in reſpe& of Hermon, and which, with the other 
places above, to his great grief was far diſtant from the 
tabernacle. AinsworRTn, Mopo. 


m Deep calls to deep, &c. The ſenſe is, I'm fallen 
into a bottomleſs depth of miſeries, which follow one 
upon another, as if the former invited the next to ſucceed 

| UT 


* 
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Toſs'd to and fro with their outrageous waves, | 
I'm loſt,---unleſs thy gracious mercy ſaves : 

Yet it will ſave: whilſt day and night ſhall riſe | 
My ſongs, and pray”rs, o'er billows, clouds, and ies. 
To thee I'll vent my woes, O God moſt hi 
My rock, Ol why doſt thou forget me, why ? 

In mournful guiſe why do I ſadly go? | 

Why moan I thus thro' mine oppreſſive foe ? 

What ſtabs my heart, and gives its grievous load, 

Is that continual taunt,---Where's now thy God ? 

Why makes my ſinking ſoul ſuch piteous moan 7 
Why are thy ſorrows ſo tumultuous grown? 

Hope thou in God,---for I will yet proclaim, 

What chears * face, my God, and Saviour's name. 


PSALM XL. 
ARGUMEN T. 
This Pſalm, like the former, is aſerit/d by the Seventy to 
David, and is Preſum d to have been compos d upon 


the ſame Occaſion, viz, 4 Rebellion of Abſalom, 
| PaTRICK, 


UDGE me, O God, in truth, and plead 1 | 
Againſt a nation, which regards not thee ; 1 
. ave 


it: they . in upon me with ſuch a violence by thy ap- 
pointment, as ſpouts of water do out of a cloud. PATRICK. 


© 1 
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Save me from thoſe, who would my ſoul trepan, 
Both from the unjuſt, and the deceitful man. 
Thou, O my God, thou art my ſtrength aud Gay, 
What moves to thruſt thy ſervant thus away? 
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Thro' mine oppreſſive foe an out- caſt grown, 


—— 
— —— 2 
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Why does my ſoul make this inceſſant moan? 
O! ſend thy light, conduct me with thy grace, 
To Zion's hill, thy ſacred dwelling place: 
Then I'll approach with the rejoicing lay, 


— — 
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My gladſome vows will at thine altar pay: 
Then to the pleaſant harp my voice I'll raiſe, 
To ſing, O God, my God, thy glorious praiſe. 


E 
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Why makes my ſinking ſoul ſuch piteous moan ? 
Why are thy ſorrows ſo tumultuous grown ? 
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Hope thou in God, -- for I will yet proclaim, 
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ac. 
* 


— * 


PSALM XIIv. 
ARGUMENT. 


It appears to have been compos d at a Time, when the 
Jewiſh State ſuffer'd grervouſly from its Enemies, 
and many were carried into Captivity ; tho? the State 
itſelf ill fubfited, and the publick Worſhip of God 
was maintain d. The Author, tis not unlikely, as 
Biſhop PATRICK thinks, was Hezekiah ; and that 


perhaps, (by ver. 15, 16.) ſoon after the Blaſ- 
phemous Meſſage of Rabſhakeh. Mupss. 


UR ears have heard, O God, thy works of old, 
Which grace our patriarch records truly told: 

How thou didft drive the heathen with thine hand, 
And plant thy people in the promis'd land- 
How plague on plague was felt thro' Pharoah's reign, 
To free thy people from their ſlaviſh chain - 
Not thro” their arm, their own wide-wafting ſword, 
But thro' thy powerful hand, thine arm, O Lord; 
Chear'd with the rays of thy refulgent face, 
They gain'd their conqueſts by thy favouring grace. 
Exert the majeſty of Jacob's God, 
Command ſalvation, break oppreſſion's rod. 


N 


Save 
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112 The PSALMS of DAVID, 
Save thou ; and thro' thy name, (thy name is great) 
Our " horn ſhall poſh them, trample them our feet: 
On thee I truſt, not in my nervous bow, 

Tis not my ſword ſhall quell the dreadful foe : 
*Tis thou didſt fight our battles, ſpread our fame, 

| And put our haters to diſtreſsful ſhame. 

On God, the Lord, our daily boaſt we raiſe, 
For this we own eternal debts of praiſe. 5 
5 . 
Now thruſt away with ſhame, thy favour loſt, 5 
No more thy conduct leads our conquering hoſt; 
Wuilſt turn'd to flight by thee, too weak to ſtrive, 
Behind us the malignant ſpoiters drive: 

Like ſheep we're butcher'd with relentleſs hands, 

Or elſe are ſcatter d thro' the heathen lands 
Thy captiv'd people, at o low prices bought, 
Avail v not thee, and fell almoſt for nought : | | 


n Orig. puſh with the horn. An expreſſion taken from 
Meſes, Deut. xxxiii. 17. and meaneth to vanguiſb, or 
ſubdue. Alxswok r R. 


„ Orig. tbor ſelleſt thy people for no wealth, i. e. for a 
how ene 8 Gol is ſaid to /e his people, 
when he delivereth them into their enemies hands, as 
out of his own poſſeſſion, Deut. xxxii. 30. Likewiſe 
La. Iii. 3. The Lord faith, Ye have been fold for nought. 


A1inswoRTH. 


Þ Avail not thee. Orig. thou increaſeſt not, i. e. 
gaineſt not by the prices of them, takeſt no other 
people in their ſtead, or highteneſt not their price. 
AINSWORTH, 
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Our neighbours triumph, as we hide our face, 
Laugh us to ſcorn, and mock our abject caſe: 
We're a meer jeſt to idolizing throngs, 
Who ſhake their heads, and loll their fleering tongues, 
My down-caft eyes own daily my diſgrace, + | 
And ſhameful bluſhing covers o'er my face: 
Whilſt the 4 blaſpheming taunter wounds mine ear, 
And inſults in each vengeful look appear : 
Vet, tho before their hoſtile face we flee, 
We keep thy covenant, and forget not thee: 
Our heart is not perverſely turn'd away, 
Nor go our footſteps from thy paths aſtray: :- 
Tho? cruſh'd into the * dragon's dreadful place, -. 
And ſhadowing death preſents his baleful face: | 
If yet, O Lord, we have forgot thy name, 
If with our hands made alien altars flame, 
Shall God the guilty ſecret ſeek in vain, 
Who knows the heart, and tries the inmoſt rein ? 
Ons day by day the numerous wretches ſlay'd, 
Kill'd for thy ſake, as ſheep on ſhambles laid ? 
| I | Awake, 


Here may be meant Rab/hakeh, 


r Orig. thou haſt cruſh'd us down into the place of ſer- 
pents, i. e. under the earth; expreſs'd afterwards by the 
ſhadow of death: it is explain'd by verſe the twenty-fifth, 
where there is the ſame image of ſerpents, Our ſoul is 


Junk down into the duſt, our belly cleaweth to the ground. 
MupGge, . 
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114 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Awake, O Lord, our God, why wilt thou fleep ? 
Why o'er us inexhauſted vengeance heap ? 

Why hide thy face ? Why turn thy chearing eyes ? 
Slight our afflictions, and our chains deſpiſe ? 
Down to the ſordid daft our ſoul is bound, | | 
And our prone belly cleaves unto the ground : 


Atlength, O Lord, to our deliverance wake, 
Ariſe, redeem us for thy mercy's ſake. 


PS ALM. . 55 
To the chief Muſician upon Shoſhannim A ſix- ſtring d 
Inſtruments, or the Flowers, ſome noted Tune, ) 


for the Sons of Korah, Maſchil. A Song of Loves. 


ARG ( 

Maſt Interpreters conclude it to have been compos'd on the 
Marriage of Solomon with Pharoah's Daughter, 
who it is probable was à Proſelyte to the Jewiſh 
Religion; tho at the ſame Time it carries its view to 
the Lord Chriſt, Accordingly, the Chaldee Para- 

_ phraſe, Abenezra, aud Solomon Jarchi, affirm, 
that it was a Prophecy of the Meflias. And then 
it 15 of the ſame Nature with the Book of Canticles, 
deſcribing the Union with Chriſt, under the Figure 
cf a Nuptial Solemnity. PATRICK, NICHOLS. 


M fervent heart revolves a joyful theme; 


As from the pen deſcend the ready ſtream, . 


The Hebrew expreſſion here is literally render'd by 
| AinswarTH, Mi heart boileth a good word, i. e. hath 
5 prepared 


4 
h 
d 
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80 flows my tongue with what it aims to ſing, : 
And tells the myſtic glories of the king. 
Beyond the ſons of men with beauty ſtor'd, Fl 
Abundant grace into thy lips is pour'd, | 
O prince ſuperior : therefore God ſhall deign 
To bleſs for ever thy triumphant reign. 
Gird thou thy flaring ſword upon thy thigh, 
All deck'd with glory, and with majeſty; _ : 
With glory deck'd, ride forth in proſperous might, 
To teach, to ſpare, and to diſtribute right ; 
Whilſt dreadful tokens wait on thy right arm, 
Thy kingly terrors ſhall thy foes alarm: 
Thy * pointed darts ſhall fell their inmoſt bands, 
And ſtrew beneath thy feet the hoſtile lands. 


9 Ever, 


prepared it by fervent meditations ; a ſimilitude taken 


trom the mincah, or meat-offering, in the late, which was 
dreſs'd in the frying-pan, Lew. vii. 9g. and there boil'd 
in oil, being made of fine flour, unleaven'd, mingled 


with oil, Lew. ii. 5. and after was preſented by the 
prieſt, verſe 8. ArinsworTn. 


t That is,---his ſharp-pointed arrows ſhould reach 
his enemies, they ſhould drop under them where they 


ſtood, ev'n in the centre of their forces. Mupce. 
But Biſhop Hare has given another ſenſe to this paſ- 
ſage, by ſuppoſing Ball, Se. in the heart, or the maſt of 
the King's enemies, to be detach'd from the former period 


to the following, as thus, In the miaſt of the king's ene- 
mies hath God eflabliſh'd thy throne for ever, &c. 
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Ever, Ou God, and ever's fix'd thy throne, 
Thy ſcepter's à right ſcepter ; thine alone 
Unerring ſways: tis thy ſupreme delight, 
Who hateſt wickedneſs, and loveſt right. 
Hence God, thy God, thro' gracious goodneſs lead, 
With oil of gladneſs did anoint thine head, 
Which brings from heaven ſuperior honours down, 
And renders ſubje& every fellow- crown. 
Lo! Iſrael's king a glorious figure ſtands, 
His robes emit of ſweet Arabia's lands 
The ſpicy ſmells ; myrrhe, aloes, caſſia, pour 
From ivory palaces their gladſome ſtore : 
Around him trains of princely maids are ſeen, 


On his right-hand, to fill the charming ſcene, 


In gold of Ophir ftands the beauteous queen. 
With fix'd attention, royal daughter, hear, 
Conſider duly, and incline thine ear: 
Forſake thy nation now, imperial ſpouſe, 
Forget its idols, and thy father's houſe: 
Cleave to thy king ; then raptur'd with deſire, 
Thy charms ſhall hold him, whom thy beauties fire : 
| Illuftrious 
'v Whoſoever confiders the manner of expreſſion here 
us d, muſtconclude, that a greater than Solomon is pointed 
to therein, and accordingly St. Paul has applied this 


place to the Me/7as, Heb. i. 8. But unto the ſon, he faith, 
Thy throne, O God, &c. 


See 1 Kings xxii. 39. 


* 
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Tlluftrious fair-one, here ſubjection pay, | 
He is thy Lord; here honour and obey. 

Behold from wealthy x Tyre a ſplendid train 

Approach with curious gifts to grace thy reign + 

The pompous lords of the mercantile iſles 

Haſten to ſeek thy face, and court thy ſmiles : 

Within the fair is grac'd with charms untold, 

Her clothing is of purled works of gold: 

In garments by the flowering needle wrought, 

| She'll to her monarch's longing arms be brought: 

Attended by her virgin choirs of tate, 

She ſhall be brought to her majeſtic mate: 

| Whilſt feſtive ſhouts ſhall rend the ecchoing air, 

His royal palace ſhall receive the fair : | 

Lol in thy father's ſtead, thy numerous ſons 

Shall rule the nations, and adorn their thieves : 

Thro' every age my ſong ſhall keep thy fame, 

And men for ever ſhall exalt thy name. 


* Orig. the daughter of Tyre, i. e. the people of Tyre, 
as daughter of Sion, Pſalm ix. 15. This one city Tyre, is 
here nam'd inſtead of other nations, becauſe it was the 
chief city of traffic in the world, being in an iſle of 

the ſea, whoſe merchandize and magnificence the 

prophet largely deſcribeth, Ezek. xxvii, Her merchants 
ere princes, her chapmen the nobles of the wworld, Iſa. 
xxiii. 8. She heaped up ſilver, as duſt, and fine gold, as the 
mare of the ſireets, Zech. ix. 3. AINSWORTH. 
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PSAL MM XVI. 


4 
To the chief Muſician, for the Sons of Korah. A 


Song upon Alamoth, i. e. the Vitis 5 n or 
Inſtruments. 


ARG U W 


It is not improbable, that it was written upon David's 
Conqueſt over the Philiſtines and Moabites, 2 Sam. 
viii. and ſo is a pious Triumph in God thereupon. 
Others conceive it of much later Date, and refer it 
to the Deſiruction of the Army of Sennacherib. 
PaTRick, MuDGE, 

OD is our ſhelt'ring ſtrength, whate'er beſalls, 
A preſent help, when urgent trouble calls ; 

Firm will our mind remain, by God approv'd, 

Although the ſolid earth ſhould be remov'd ; __ 

And tho! the torrent of the roaring ſea 

Into its heart the mountains ſweeps away; 

Tho' the loud ſurges with their caverns ſhake, 

Or thro” their ſwell the trembling mountains quake. 

: | > GON. 

Serenely calm that pleaſing rivulet glides, 

Which glads the city, where thine houſe abides, 

Where the moſt high in holy ſtate reſides, 

e a Unſhock'd, 


e PSALMS F DAVID. 119 
Unſhock'd, ſhe meets thine aide without delay, 
| Soon as the morning ſhoots its golden ray: 
The riſing nations, mov'd with headſtrong rage, 
The furious kingdoms haſt'ned to engage: 
The Lord fi upreme but utter'd forth his voice, 
A darted flame the melted earth deſtroys. 
The Lord of armies guards our ſacred fort, 
The God of Jacob is our high reſort, 

Selah. 

See, ye diftruſtful, what the Lord hath done, 
The waſted fields, and towns, for Iſrael won. 
He bids the brazen din of battle ceaſe, 
And lulls the nations into plenteous peace : 
He breaks the bow, and cuts the piercing ſpear, 
He to the fire condemns the rattling car. 
Hear the commanding voice from heav'n---Be ſtill! 
"Tis I am God, your's to obey my will. | 
The heathen their exalted voice ſhall raiſe, 


And earth to me ſhall give exalted praiſe: 


The Lord of armies guards our ſacred fort, 
The God of Jacob is our high reſort. 
Selah, 
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PSALM XLVII. 


To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm for the Sons of 


Karah. 
ARGUMENT. 


Seme are of Opinion this Pſalm was compos'd by David, 
upon the Tranſlation of the Ark in his Time to Mount 
Sion; others think it written in the Time of Solomon, 
when the Ark was brought into the Temple, A third 
Conjecture is, that it was made after ſeme great 
Victory; and ſung, as they follow'd the Ark back to 
its Dwelling-place, from whence it had been carried 

before them to Battle. The ancient Fathers expound 
it in a myſtical Senſe concerning our Lord's Triumph 
over Death, and his Aſcenſion into Heaven: 

| PATRICK, Nicnozs, MuDGE. | 


'& wn Jet a general plaudit loudly ring, 

Shout forth, ye tribes, your. rilling triumphs ſing. 
The Lord moſt high, and dreadful, governs all, 
He is the king, which rules this earthly ball ; 


Tis he diſmays them, when our armies meet, 


The nations lays beneath our trampling feet : 


The PSALMS of DAVID. fat 
He mark'd our land for his lov'd Jacob's race, | 
»Twas here his v ghrious highneſs fix d his place. 
| | Selah, 
God is gone up with a loud-ſhouting noiſe, * 
The Lord is uſher'd with the trumpet's voice: 
Sing praiſe unto our God, your praiſes ſing, 
Sing praiſe, ſing praiſes to our heavenly king, 
God is the king, his empire 's not confin'd, 
Sing praiſes with a well-inftru&ted mind. 
God makes his ſway amongſt the heathen known, 
God fits in glory on his holy throne. 
Met are the bounteous princes of the tribes, 


Each tribe, which pow'r to Abraham's God bes; : 
The z ſhields of th' earth he taketh, as his right, 
Highly exalted for his loving might, 


Meaning the kingdom, prieſthood, temple, Ar Alxs- 
WORTH. 


z Orig. to God the ſhields of the carth. He is the eat 
conqueror, and protector of all, Gen. xv. 1. Shields 
alſo are magiſtrates and governors, that protect the 
common-weals, Ho/. iv. 18. Pſal. lxxxix. 19. ſo the 
Greek here hath the ſtrong men of the carth. 
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PSALM XLII. 


A Song and Pſalm for the Sons of Korab. 
A R GUM E N x. 


It was written on the Occaſion of a Confederacy of 
Kings, who came up againſt Jeruſalem, but made 
no attempt upon it ; and may refer to the Time, when 
Moab and Ammon, and they of Mount Seir, 
aſſembled againſt it, but were ſuddenly. diſpers d, 
2 Chron. xx. or when Rezin, King of Syria, 
and Pekah, King of Iſrael, join d their Forces for 
that End, but could not fight againſt it ; as is ex- 
preſs d in the Original, PATRICK, MUDGE, 


= om is the Lord, his praiſe in Salem's great, 
In his bleſs'd city, in his holy ſeat; 

Of beauteous ſight, the joy of diſtant lands, 

Is Zion's mount : northwards aſpiring ſtands 

That city the great king yclepes his own, 

God's in her palace an high refuge known, 
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Confederate kings paſs'd by in brave array, 
They ſaw it, marvell'd, fear'd, and fled away: 
A ſudden dread ran o'er th* embattled plain, 
As when a woman's ſeiz'd with child-birth pain : 


Or 


De PSALMS of DAVID. 123 

Or as the daſhing ſhips of precious load ,, . _ f | 

| Groan thro? thine eaſtern blaſts in Tarſhiſh road: 

As we have heard of old with pious boaſts, 

so in the city of the Lord of hoſts, | | 55 

In the fair city of our glorious God, 

Our ſtrength reſts ever on his gracious nod. 
| N | | Selah. . 

Thine aid we in thine inmoſt temple ſought, 

Thy loving kindneſs there engag'd our thought. 

Aw'd with the dreadful import of thy name, 

The earth, O Lord of hoſts, ſhall ſpread thy fame: 

Thy righteous judgments to our vaunting foes 

With equal ballance thy right-hand beſtows. 

For this tranſported Zion ſhall rejoice, 

And Juda's daughters ſweetly | tune their voice: 

Walk about Zion, view the mend town, 

Count, if a beauteous tow'r is batter'd down, 

See her each palace, and each fort, diſplay ; 

Then let your records note the glorious day. 


For God is ever, ever is our God, 


He'll guide us ev'n to quiet death's abode, 
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| PSALM XIX. 

if To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm for the Sons of 
x! Tx | Korah. 

| ARG UM N NT. 

H The Author takes Occaſin in this Pſalm from the Eager- 
0 neſs of many in amaſſing Riches, to ſhew the Vanity 
[ol of them ; which Reflection, from the unwontedneſs of 
1 it to their Minds, he conſiders as a Kind of Wiſdom, 
bl: conccal d from them, and which they were to be taught 
fi; and inſiructed in. PATRICK, MUDGE. 

a EAR, and attend to this, ye nations all, 

pl Ye ſhort-lived tenants of this earthly ball: 

, | *Tis your's together, if or mean, or great, 

q | Or rich, or poor, my numbers to await : 

0 My mouth before you wiſdom's ſtores ſhall lay, 

be My heart its prudent counſels ſhall diſplay : 

al Mine harp I will attend, and bend mine ear; 

„ Myſterious parables my ſong ſhall clear: 

Ki: Why ſhould I tremble in the evil day? 

5 Why * heap up ſins to compaſs round my way ? 

NF = Mark 
1 0 | 

We : 2 . e. in the way of heaping up riches, which can 


IN do me no good in a day of evil, but if gotten unjuſtly 
00 will be the ſubject of a thouſand fears and embarrat- 
1 ments, Mupce, 
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Mark thoſe, who truſt in their enriching ſtore, 
And vaunting glory in their wealthy pow'r : 
Not all their wealth can e'er redeem a friend, 
When ſummon'd hence, and poſting to his end: 
That ſtay's a ranſom, which can, ne'er be bought, 
In that all earthly treaſure is as nought : 
Not all their ſtores the parting ſoul can ſave 
From the dark confines of the noiſome grave. 
Experience teaches 'em, that all muſt dye, 
The wiſe and fools in duſt promiſcuous lye : 
And when cold death no reſpite more affords, _ 
To others they muſt leave their boaſted hoards._ 
Hence conſcious of their frail eſtate, they aim 
By ſumptuous piles to live in future fame: 
Name from themſelves their lands, and manſon ſeats 
To tell, that once they were, how proud, and great. 
And yet ſuch great ones ſoon will paſs away, f 
Juſt as the beaſts in filence ſhall decay. 
Conſtant in nothing, but an hope that's vain, 
Which fools deſcendant foſter o er again. 

| . EE Selah. 
Like ſheep, in cloſed folds, they flock to reſt, « 
And yield to inbred worms a putrid feaſt, 


Then 
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Then tho' ſo powerful once, ſo gay, ſo brave, 
The juſt ſhall b early triumph o'er their grave : 
Their lands and beauty gone, all their remains, 
Lo ! the ſcant meaſure of a tomb contains. 

But God ſhall with his ſaving pow'r controul 
The hand of hell ; he ſhall receive my ſoul. 


| : | Selah, 
If worldlings thrive, let it not break thy peace, 
Or if the glory of their houſe increaſe. 
In death their tranfient pomp ſhall find its end, 
Nor ſhall their glory to the grave deſcend : *_ 
Tho' they ſhould plume themſelves upon their ſtate, 
Tho' men may flatter, and ſhould bleſs their fate; 
They'll trace their fathers down to endleſs night, 
And ne'er review the realms of joyful light. 
Thus 'tis th imprudent great will paſs away, 
Juſt as the beaſts in ſilence ſhall decay. 


d Orig. the righteous ſhall have dominion over them in 
the morning, i. e. quickly, ſpeedily. This is a difficult 
paſſage ;; ſome underſtand it of the diſtinction of the 
righteous from the wicked at the reſurrection ; but it 
ſeems rather to be apprehended concerning the advan- 
tage the juſt oſten have over the oppreſſors in this life, 
who are ſuddenly {wept away by the hand of. provi- 
dence, when their ill-gotten wealth returns into the 


hands of thoſe good men, from whom it-had been ex- 


torted. See upon the place, EsT1us, PATRICK, Haxr, 
Mvuvce, | | 
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— 


FAI 
A Plalm of Aſaph. 
ARGUME N T. 


The Chaldee Paraphraſt interprets this Title, A Pſalm 
by the Hand of Aſaph ; which leaves it uncertain, 
whether it was compos d by Aſaph, or whether, 
being directed to him, it was handed by him into 
the Tabernacle. I ſhould rather think that it was 
compos'd by David, and order d to be deliver'd to 
Aſaph, one of the Prefe#ts of his Muſick, mention d 

1 Chron. xv. 16. It contains an excellent Reproof 
of thoſe, wha valid themſebues upon the exactneſi of 
their legal Performances under the Neglect of Moral 
Duties. NicgoLs. | | 


HE God of Gods, Jzrovan's orders run 
To where the rifing and the ſetting ſun 


The earth encircles : Out of Sion's mount 


Our God hath ſhin'd, perfection's beauteous fount. 


Our God ſhall come, ſhall come with language meet. 


Before him the devouring flames ſhall eat: 
As glows the air, and tempeſts ſhake the ground, 


About him whirling ſtorms ſhall rage around: 


He comes to judgment, and he ſummons all, 
The heavens above and carth ſhall hear the call. 


Bring ; 
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128 The PSALMS V DAVID. 
Bring ye my gracious ſaints before mine eyes, | 
Who've e ſtruck my covenant with ſacrifice : 
Then fhall the heav'ns, fince God 1s judge, declare; 
In open form, how juſt is judgments _. 
| Selak, 
Hear, O my people, mark this charge of mine, 
Tis I am God, O J/-az!, I am thine. 
No ſacrifice with-held provokes mine ire, 
For lo! mine altars blaze with daily fire: 
I'll take no bullocks from the crouded ſtall, 
No he-goats from the fold: mine are they all: 
Mine is each herd, which the wide forreſt fills, 
Mine are the cattle on a thouſand hills: 
The numerous fowls I on the mountains rear, 
And feed the growling ſavage in the lair. 
Were I to hunger, what avails thine aid ? 
Mine is the world, and every thing that's made. 
Wilt thou with blood of goats and bullocks feaſt 
An all-ſufficient, all- commanding gueſt ? 
Offer, whoever at mine altar bows, 
'The ſactifice of praiſe, and pay thy vows : + 
Me 0 


Orig. have ftruck, or cut, that is, hawe made cove- 
want with me with ſacrifice. For at holy covenants the 
ſacrifices were cut aſunder, and they went between the 
part, Gen. xv. 10. Fer. xxxiv. 11. which action was 
a kind of imprecation upon the party, who ſhould 
violate his oath, as tho' he were to become like that 
diſſected beat, AinsworTn, BrruxkR. 
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To the moſt high thine humble ſuit addreſs, | 

And he ſhall ſave thee from thy deep diſtreſs: 
Save thee, when warm'd with pure devotion's flameg 
And thou ſhalt glorify his holy name. 

But to ch' unjuſt, ſaith God, how doſt thou dare 
To preach my cov'nant, and my laws declare? 
Whilſt my reforming word thy ſoul withſtands, 

And caſts behind thee all my juſt commands: 

You with the prowling thief partake the ſhame, 
And in your boſom feed the adult'rous flame. + 

Your mouth is evil, and your guileful tongue 
Frames lying tales, and wrong conjoins to wrong: 
Thy brother's fame thou doſt deride in ſport, 

Againſt thy mother's ſon ſpread ill report. 

Tunis thou haſt done, and thought that I, like thee; 7 

Whilſt J kept filence, might with pleaſure ſee: 

But I'll reprove thee, I'll to judgment riſe, | 
And ſet thy fins in order to thine eyes. 

o now conſider „ pardon humbly erave, 

Ye, that forget him, who your being gave, 


Leſt I ſhould tear you, when there's none to ſave, | 
He honours me, who offers thanks and praiſe ; 


| To him, who lives aright, I'll ſhew falvation's ways. 


K | PSALM 
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upon the {ame Occaſion) reſcued and reform'd millions. 


PSALM II. 
The HEBREW Inſcription. 


To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David, when 
Nathan, the Prophet came unto him (viz. to re- 
prove him for the complicated Sin of Adultery 
and Murder) after he had gone in to Bathſheba. 


DE. gracious to me, O my injur'd God, 


Out of thy tender mercies ſpare thy rod; 
Aſter thy numerous mercies wipe my ſtain, 
Nor let the ſpot of mine offence remain z 
O throughly waſh me from my grievous fin, 
And cleanſe me from pollution's filth within. 
For why ? my treſpaſſes are truly known, 
My foul tranſgreſſions I ſincerely own : 

»Twas againſt thee, and acted in thy ſight, 


My fin I will diſplay in open light, 


To prove thy juſtice pure, who judgeſt right, 
+ js | Lo 


à The Author of David's Life makes this general Re- 
mark upon this Pſalm. The Soul of Shame, of Sor- 
row, of Remorſe, of ſincere Repentance, and bitter 
Anguiſh under the Agonies of Guilt, breathes ftrong 


and fervent thro' every Line of this hallow'd Compo- 


ſition ; ---- infomuch that his Fall, and thoſe Crimes, 
which wrought his Shame, and Sorrow, and Infamy, 
have m the 3 the Piety, the Contrition of con- 


fening them (in this and ſeveral other Pſalms compos d 
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Lo! when conceiv'd, ſin mingled with my frame, 


When from the womb with painful throws I came: 

8 truth thou ſeekeſt in th' internal part; 

Thou giveſt wiſdom to my ſecret heart. 

Purge me with iyſſop, that will cleanſe indeed, 

Waſh thou---my whiteneſs ſhall the ſnow's exceed. 

Then thou wilt make me hear joy's gladſome voice, | 

Wilt make the bones, which thou haſt cruſh'd, rejoice 4 

From my defiling crimes avert thine eye, | 

Blot out my fins, and hide their crimſon dye: 

New ſtame mine heart, with purity refin'd, 

Create within me, Lord, a ſtable mind: 

Caſt me not of from thy reviving face, 

Nor take from me thy ſanctifying grace: 

The joy of thy ſalvation grant again, 

With thy free ſpirit's aid my ſoul ſuſtain: 

Then will I teach them, who forſake thy way, 

And turn the finners, blindly run aftray. 

© God, the God, who my ſalvation brings, 

Free me from guiltful bloodſhed's poignant ſtings. 

Then with loud-DOunding notes my joyful tongue 

Shall chaunt thy juſtice in the facred ſong ; 

Tis thou my lips ſhalt open, thou ſhalt raiſe 

My voice; my mouth ſhall echo forth thy praiſe. 

Altars ſhould blaze, and ſtreams of incenſe riſe, 

If gifts could move the ſow'reign of the ſkies : . 
| : 3 | Theſe 
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Theſe cannot move : he doth his grace impart 
To broken ſpirits, and the contrite heart; 

+ his facrifice thou wilt not, Lord deſpiſe. 

Do well to Sion; Salem's beauty prize ; | 

Let her aſpiring walls be pleaſing in thine eyes. 
Then ſhall th' accepted offerings be made; | 
The facrifice of juſtice ſhall be paid ; 

There burnt oblations, © holocauſts ſhall lay, 
There they ſhall bullocks on thy altar ſlay. 


a... 8 


PS ALM II. 
The HEBREW Inſcription. 


Te the chief Mufician, Maſchil. A Palm of Da- 
vid, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, 


and ſaid unto him, David is come to the Houſe of 
Ahimelech. See 1 Sam. xxii. 


7 HY is a lawleſs pow'r thy boaſt and joy ? 

Why art thou proud, thou tyrant, to deſtroy ? 

Not ſo heaven's king, who bears the general ſway, 

His goodneſs is diſplay'd from day to day : 
| | Pernicions 
e Heb. Ca-L11. The wwhole Oblation. A kind of 
oblation, that was wholly and every whit given up in 
Fire unto God: and differ'd from the Ghao/ah, or 
burnt-offering, which was only of beafts or bird;. Lew. i. 
Whereas the Calil was alſo of Flour, call'd the Meat- 


Hering, but burnt all together, which the common Meat- 
offerings were not, Lev, vi, 20, 21, 23. AINSWORTH- 
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Pernicious evil does thy thought deviſe, 15 
Keen, fas a treacherous razor, are thy lies. 
Not good, but evil, doth delight thy tongue, 
To right thou haſt preferr'd malicious wrong. 

| | Selah. 
Thy ſubtle, canc'rous words, devouring eat, | 
Thy lips are falſe, thy language is deceit - 
From thine abiding place for ever rent, 

Lo! God ſhall ſnatch, and caſt thee from thy tent: ; 
Tear up thy roots where thou didſt whilome ſtand, 
And furious pluck thee from thy native land. 

2 | | Selah, 
The juſt ſhall ſee and fear ; and ſhall deride 
Thy ſhameful vanity, and humbled pride. 
| Behold the man, who mov'd from God his truſt, 
To golden heaps, and bags of ſhining duſt ! 
Who fix'd his heart upon an hope that's vain, 
And plac'd his firength in hoards of worldly gain. 
As olives, all in verdant pomp diſplay'd, | 
So flouriſh I beneath the kindly ſhade 
Within thy courts : on thee I will depend, 
And on thy mercies, which will never end. 

+8 | For 


Orig. working treacherouſly, that is, thy rongut is like 
a ſharp razor, that cuts the throat before a man is aware 


of it. AinsSWoORTH, MUDGE., 
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None. are upright, who practice goodneſs, none. 
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For this I always will extol thy fame, 

For this will patiently expect thy name; 
Amongſt thy ſaints its mighty influence tell, 
Who ſhall approve my faithful conduct well. 


PSALM III. 


To the chief Muſician on Mabalath. (An hollow 
Inſtrument, as the Hute, or Pipe. ) Mauſchil. 
A Pſalm of David. 


ARG UN TNT. 

This is very little different from Pſalm the Fourteenth, 
except in the 5th verſe, where there is a conſiderable 
Alteration, and in that the 6th is wholly omitted, 
which makes it probable there was ſome new Occa- 
fron for uſing this Hymn again, though much like the 
former. As that was occaſion'd by Abſalom's Re- 
wolt, this might be ſuited to that of Sheba, which 
was dangerous and general, ſo that it might come 
under the Expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt, v. 3. Every 
one is gone back. PATRICK. 


HE graceleſs fool doth in his heart ſurmiſe, | 
There is no God, no ſovereign of the.ſkies; 
All are corrupt, all have perverſely done, | 


Gol 
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God hath look'd down from heav'n on Adam's race, 

If any might be wiſe, or ſeek his face: 
They all are fruitleſs, all have backward gone, 
There's none doth practiſe goodneſs, no not one. 
Have they no knowledge ? that they eat, like bread, 
My people. up; by ravenous fury led: | 

On God they call not: s there great fear aroſe, 
Where nothing fearful did their arms oppoſe. 

For God their leader's bones hath ſcatter'd round, 
He ſpurn'd them off: thou didſt their ſtrength confound. 
Oh! who from Sion ſhall ſalvation ſhow 

To Ifael? when the Lord ſhall reſt beſtow, 

When to his own he ſhall redemption bring, 

Then Jacob ſhall rejoice, and Jae/ ſing. 


W 


- 
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PSALM: LIV. 
The HreBrew Inſcription. 
To the chief Muſician on Neginoth. Maſchil. A 
Pſalm of David, when the Ziphites came and 


faid to Saul, doth not David hide himſelf with 
us? 1 Sam, Xxiil. | 


| S me, O God, in thy protecting name, 
And by thy might my righteous cauſe proclaim. 
K4 O God, 
f t See the notes on Pſalm XIV. 
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O God, mine ardent prayers with favour hear, 


And let my ſuppliant ſpeeches reach thine ear : 


Ev'n ſtrangers vex me with malicious ſtrife, 
And daunting tyrants ſeek mine hunted life; 
Tyrants, who ſet not God before their eyes; 
Lo! God, my powerful helper, ſhall ariſe. 


_ Selah. 


He with his aids their malice will controul 1 


The Lord will join them, who uphold my ſoul: 


He on mine 2nviers will the miſchief throw, 


O! in thy truth reduce, and bring them low. 
Free gifts I'll offer with a zealous flame, | 


For it is good, O Lord, to praiſe thy name: 


He freely rids me out of all diftreſs, 


And on my foes mine eye hath ſeen redreſs, 


* 


PSALM 
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PEAT ook Tk. 


AC 2 — 
= 


PSALM LV. 


To the chief Muſician on Neginath, Maſchil. A 
Palm of David. 


ARGUME N x. 


It was probably compos d, when Abſalom's Rebellion 
broke out, and he was forced to flee ſuddenly from 
Jeruſalem; and as he was going barefoot on Mount 
Olivet (he and all his company weeping) to encreaſe 
his Sorrow, met with the News, that Ahitophel alſo 
was among ſt the Conſpirators, 2 Sam. xiii. 31. 
who ſeems herein to be ſtrongly deſcrib d. PATRICK. 


EAR, O myGod, my prayer, which begs thy grace, 
| Nor from thy ſuppliant ſervant hide thy face: 
| Attend, and anſwer, whilſt my mourhful tongue 
With diſmal accents doth my moans prolong. 
My ſoul, thro? hoſtile lips, the wicked bait 
With baſe reproaches, and with ſpightful hate : 
Within my breaſt tormenting pangs I bear, 
And death's pale image does my fancy ſcare: 
Amazing fears poſſeſs my throbbing heart, 
And dreadful horrors ſeize each trembling part. 
| "5 for 
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O for the pinions of the rapid h dove! 

Far hence with wand' ring flight I'd ſwiftly rove; 
Would wing the way to ſome remote retreat, 
And in the lonely deſert fix my ſeat. 

5 | dee. 
1d haſte to leave theſe raging ſtorms behind, | 
Which drive me now like the tempeſtuous wind. 7 
Swallow them up, © Lord, divide their tongues, 


See in the city ſtriſe, and raging wrongs : : 


Wild faction keeps by days the guardian wall, 


And creeps by nights from forth the cloſe cabal; 


Whilſt mad inteſtine troubles threaten all. ; 


The ſubtle peſt ſo taints the mingled crowd, 
Deceit and guile roar in her ſtreets aloud, 


Or brood in ſecret :---not an open foe 


Did on my name theſe vile reproaches throw ; 
That could I bear: in guileleſs anger's heat 

Had one with braving inſults dar'd to treat 

My ſovereign power; then had I known to ward 
The ſtroke, and ftand in ſecret on my guard. - 5 
But it was thou, mine equal, and my guide, 

In ſacred bands of friendſhip jointly ty'd, 

| Together 


* 


This place is Mluſtrated by Jer. xlviii. 28: Leave 
the Cities and dwell in the Rock, and be like the Dove, 
that maketh her Neft in the Sides of the Hole's Mouth. 
| H ARE, 


The PSALMS of DAVID. x39 
„Together we in ſweeteſt council talk'd, | 
| Together in the houſe. of God we walk d. 
They ſhall be quickly ſeiz'd wich ſudden death, 
Snatch'd down alive into the pit beneath : 
For baleful ill their dwelling place ſurrounds, 


And evil in their inmoſt part abounds. 
To God, the Lord, I will direct my pray'r, © 
And he ſhall ſave me from the treach'rous ſuare: 
At morn, and noon, and eve, my ſhrilling cry 
Shall riſe ; and he ſhall hear me from on high. 
He hath redeem'd my ſoul in tranquil peace, 
And bid the rattling din of battle ceaſe : 
Nor could their troops my numerous force abide, ; 
The heavenly hoſts were marſhall'd. on my fide. 
The Lord ſupreme, ancient of days, will hear, 
And fill their boſoms with afflicting fear, 
8 . > 
Who ſin tw nor his arm revere. , 
is ſpight of MER friendſhip! s holy bands. 
Kind was his mouth, than butter ſofter far, 
But in his heart lay foſter'd cruel war: 
Smoother than oil, flow'd forth his balmy words) 
Yet they are cutting, as the naked ſwords. 
on great :JEHOVAn-caſt thy painful care, | 
He will ſuſtain thee, and thy burden bear. 
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The juſt he will confirm in all his ways, 

But bloody men ſhall ſee not half their days. 
Thou, God, ſhalt ſnatch the falſe to putrid duſt: 
But I will fix on thee my conſtant truſt. 


PSALM LI. 


The HEBREW Inſcription, 

To the chief Muſician, upon Jonath-elem rechokim, 

(i. e. to the Tune of the filent Dove, by which Bird 
in the remote Woods his Condition im his Wander- 


ings might be repreſented.) Michtam of David, 


when the Philiſtines took him in Gath. der 1 
Sam. xxi. 


E 2 Lord ; fince man with daily ftrife 
Would fain devour me, and attempts my life ; 

Mine envious foes diſtreſs me all the day, 

Seek to devour me, and my ſoul betray: 


Great are the pow'rs, and numerous are the bands, 


Which war againſt me with puiſſant hands. 


Whene'er diſtracting fears my boſom rend, 
Then ſhall my certain truſt on God depend; 
On God: for ever will I praiſe his word, 

And | put my truſt in the almighty Lord; 
Fearleſs of thoſe, who ſhall mine hurt purſue, _ 
Or what the weakly arm of fleſh can do, 

9 | | Each 


The PSALMS F DAVID. tat 
Fach day they wreſt, what's utter'd from my tongue, 
And all their muſings meditate my wrong: 5 

They draw together at th' inhuman call, 
And hide to mark my ſteps, and wait my fall. 
Shall theſe, O God, eſcape thy threat'ning frown? 
In anger caſt th' abandon'd wretches down: 
Thou too doſt tell my ſteps from place to place; 
y Preſerve the tears, whoſe ſtreams bedew my face: 
Did not thy knowledge note them, as they roſe? 
Doth not thy regiſter record my woes? 
When for thine aid. with ſuppliant voice I cry, 
My foes ſhall routed from the battle fly : 
This is my truſt, and this I ſurely know, 
My preſent God will ward th' impending blow. 
I'll praiſe th' immutable Jenovan's word, 
| By me his truth will always be ador'd: 
In God will I repoſe mine hopeful care, 
Then what have I from earthly man to fear? 


% „ 


1˙¹¹ 


y Heb. Si-MA DHIM-GCHNA-THI BUE-NO-DRE-cHA, 
1. e. put my tears into thy bottle. As the the choiceſt 
things, ſuch as wine, or milk, were reſerv'd in bottles: 
This expreſſion means, that his tears ſhould not only 
be —_ by God, but be priz'd and ſet by: tho” it 


will not bear the transfuſion into other languages; 
wherefore the ſev:zty give only the ſenſe in their ver- 
ſion: as, place my tears before thee, or in thy fight: ac- 
cordingly we have tranſlated it, preſerve my tears. 


142 The PSALMS / DAVID, 
I'll pay my great preſerver what I vow'd, 
And offer up my grateful thanks aloud: 

For God my ſoul hath reſcu'd from the grave; 
Thou didſt my ſinking feet from falling ſave; 
That in thy paths they might before thee tread, 
Whil& vital light exempts me ſrom the dead. 


PSALM IVIL 


The HEBREwW Inſcription. 


To the chief Muſician Al-taſchith, (probably the Name 
of ſeme Tune; it ſignifies, deſtroy not.) Mich- 
tam of David ; when he fled from Saul in the Cave, 

1 Sam. xxili. and xxiv. Chapters. 


77 


HY grace, thy grace, O Lord, I humbly crave, 
To thee I fly, *tis thou my ſoul muſt ſave: 

PII reft beneath the ſhadow of thy wings, 

Whilſt o'er mine head the furious tempeſt ſings: 


To God, moſt high, I'll dart my piercing pray'r, 
Who will accomphfs his protecting care: 
His guardian force deſcendeth ſrom on high, 


And heavenly aids ſalute me from the ſky : 

Wich ſhame he hath repell'd that tyrant pow'r, 

Who would with open mouth ny foul devour. 
Selch. 
Thy 


- 
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Thy truth, O Lord, thy reſcuing mercy ſend, 
Or prefling lions will my carcaſs rend: 
Lo! fiery ſons of Adam girt me round, 
Their tongues, like ſwords, their teeth, like arrows wound: 
Exalt thy glory o'er the heavenly hoſts, 3 | 
D Gad, and OM the earth's remoteſt coaſts. 
Lo! for my feet they ſet the wily ſnare, | 
And drove my ſinking ſoul to ſad deſpair: 
For me they ſubt'ly dug their pits around, | 
Themſelves were ſwallow'd in the treach'rous ground, 

: TT - Selah. 

| My heart is fix'd, my heart is fix'd:- my tongue 
Shall chaunt thy praiſes in the ſacred ſong: 
Awake, my glory, lute and harp, awake, 
Awake, my lays, e' er dawning day ſhall break: 
Within thy courts I'll ſound thy name alone, 
And tell abroad the wonders thou haſt done. 
Thy mercy reacheth to the clouds on high, 
Thy boundleſs truth ſurmounts the vaulted ſky: 
Exalt thy glory o'er thine heavenly hoſts, 
O God, and o'er the earth's remoteſt coaſts. 
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144 The PSALMS of 'DAVID, 


PSALM LVII. 
ARGUMEN r. 


To the chief Muſician. Al-rafehith. Michtam of 


David. 


It contains a 8 Reproof,, and Prediction of FA 


Puniſhment of thoſe evil Counſellors, who againſt 
their Conſcience had condemn'd David, meerly to 
| Þleaſe Saul, and give him 4 Pretence to fire 
bim. PATRICK. 


O Haael's courts in Juſtice ſpeak indeed? 
Or judge ye truly what the righteous plead, 
Ye ſons of Adam? in your inmoſt heart 
Ye work a wicked and deceitful part: 
Judgment, thro? ſubtle violence, betray, 
And cauſes with unequal ballance weigh. 
Ev'n from the womb in infant vice ye ſtray d, 
And early lies in liſping accents made: 
The juſt are with theſe human ſerpents ſtung, 
Whilſt burning poiſon lurks beneath their tongue : 
Like adders, deaf to muſick's ſoft alarm, 
Which ſtop their ears, nor hear the magic charm, 
Craſh thou their ravenous tecth with blood be-gor'd, 
Burſt out theſe lions tuſhes, O my Lord, 
As 


JJ%%%%%ꝙ%S.:.. IEC LOA We” ͤ . es Ye” ES 
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As. ſinking ſnow, thaw'd with the ſolar ray, 
Or gliding ſtreams, ſo ſhall they paſs away : 
Break thou their arrows, as they hifling go, 
At me when pointed from the bending bow: 
Like ſnails, which melt along their gliſtering way, 
Or as abortives waſte in dark decay, 5 
They ſhall not ſpring to light, or know the day. 
& Soon ſnatch'd away, as thorns, both green and dry, 
Obey the ſtorm, and whirl beneath the ſky, - 
Before the pots perceive the brambly fire, 
Th' unjuſt ſhall feel the tempeſt of thine ire. 
The juſt ſhall triumph in the vengeance meet, 
And in theſe abjects blood will dip their feet. 
Sure to the good a juſt reward ſhall fall, | 
Sure there's a God confeſs'd, who judgeth all. 


* This is an obſcure place in the Hebrew text. 
EsT1vs gives it this Senſe : Before your Thorns ſhall an- 
rive to their full growth into a Buſh, the Rage of a Tempeſt 


Hall ſnatch them away, as it avere in the Flower of tbeir 
Age, and growing to Maturity. But Biſhop Parkiexk 


explains it thus in his Paraphraſe, God ſhall / = 


away ſuddenly, as in a furious Tempeſt, which before your 
Fleſb- pots can feel the Thorns, carries them away, both 


the green Thorns and the dry; under whoſe authority We 


have tranſlated it. 
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— — 3 — — 
PSALM IIX. 


To the chief Muſician. Al icſchitb. Michtam of 
David; when Saul ſent, and OT: watched the 
Houſe to kill him. 


REE me, my God, from mine oppreſlor's hands, 
And keep me from th' inveſting warriour's bands: 
Protect me from the wicked and prophane, 
Save me from them, whom ſins of blood diſtain. 

Lo! Lord, they wait, enrag'd the mighty join 
To ſlay me, for no fin, nor crime of mine: 
Prepar'd they run, urg'd by no fault in me; 

Riſe to mine aid, IEHOvAR; rife and ſee. 

Lord God of Hoſts, thou God of Hrael, wake, 

Let Heathen nations at thy judgments quake: 

O!] favour not the ſuperſtitious crew, 
Who vanities with treacherous hearts purſue, 

| Selah. 

At eve the Werten hounds reſearch their prey, 

And hem the city round each guarded way : 
Theirwords are {words, they foam out wounding wrongs | 
Who hears? they cry ; who liſtens to our tongue ? 
But, Lord, the Heathen, with ſuperior ſmiles, 

E hou Malt deride, and mock their fruſtrate wiles. 

Compar'd 


* 
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Compar'd with thine, what, what's the oppoſing pow'r? 


God's a defence beyond the higheſt tow'r. 

My gracious God ſhall all my foes prevent, 

On them mane eye ſhall ſee his judgments ſent. 
Yet ſlay them not, ſpare the deſtroying blow, 
That their repulſe the mindful tribes may know: 
Reduce them, Lord, to wander o'er the land, 
Who ſtill doſt ſhield me with thy ſaving hand: 
Their ſwelling words ſhall to their ruin riſe, 

For pride, for tongues of curſing, and for lies: 
Conſume, conſume them with a gradual ftroke, 


That diſtant realms may Jacob's God invoke. 


| Selah. 
Then let theſe growling hounds reſearch their prey, 


At eve the city hem cach guarded way : 

May the rapacious vagrants hunt for food, 

And grudging, be themſelves, like me, purſu'd : 
Whilſt I ſecure will chaunt thy powerful name, 

And in the morn thy grace aloud proclaim. 

For thou haſt caſt'my forrows far away, 


And been my refuge in the troublous day. 


To God, my God, my ftrength, I'll raptur'd ſing, 
Whoſe mercy guards me with his ſhadowing wing. 
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PSALM LX: 
The HEBREW Inſcription. 

To the chief Muſician upon Shuſhan Eduth (an In- 
JSirument of fix Strings) Michtam of David to teach; 
when he ſiroue with Aram-naharaim and Aran- 
zobah; (viz. the Syrians, both thoſe, which liv'd 
between the two Rivers, Tigris and Euphrates, 
calPd Naharaim, and thoſe, that adjoin'd to them, 
in that Part of Syria, called Zobah) when Joab 


returr'd *and ſmote of Edom in the Valley of Salt 
twelve thouſand Men. See 2 Sam. viii. I. 


HOU didſt reje& us, ſcatter'd o'er our plains, 
Tho' once diſpleas'd, turn to our thin remains: 
Thou, God: didſt rive, and cauſe ol land to quake, 
Heal thou thoſe breaches, which have made it ſhake. 
Hard lot! as men with wine beſotted grow, 
Thou mad'ſt us giddy with amazing woe. 
To them thy banner is difplay'd on high, 
Who on thy truth with filial fear rely. | 
| Selah. 
Anſwer, and reſcue me with thy right hand, 
That thy beloved may ſecurely ſtand. 
Th' ora lar God hath poke, with joy I'll ſhout, 
Amongſt my chiefs I'll portion Shechem out ; 


O'er 
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© Ofer Succoth's vale will throw the meaſuring line ; 
Mine is Manaſſah, balmy Gilead's mine; 
Ephraim's my guard, and! Juda gives my law; 
Whilſt ſervile Moab ſhall my water draw ; 

I'll caſt my ® ſhoe o'er Eſau's ſubje land ; 

Lo! glad Philiſtia ſtoops to my command: 

Who into Edom will receive my pow'rs? 

Give up its capitol, and fenced towers? 

O God, wh caſt us off in time of need, 

Nor didſt, as once, our drooping armies lead ; 
Give thou, in our diſtreſs, the ſuccours meet, 

For man's ſalvation is but vain deceit. 

With ſure ſucceſs God will our valour crown, | 

And tread th' inſulting foes with triumph down, 


! According to Interpreters, as being the reigning | 
tribe. But Biſhop Hare is of opinion the Heb. Meho- 
keki, ſignifies rather a thing than a perſon, and conjec- 
tures it may be tranſlated my Spear; as he underſtands, 
the Strength of mine Head, attributed to Ephraim, to 
ſignify an Helmet, and as the ſtigmatizing characteriſtick, 
given to Moab, is a Waſh-pot, fo he apprehends it 
would be more conſiſtent, that Mehoſeſi ſhould be ren- 
der d my Spear, to make the ſentiments more uniform: 
which would then ſtand thus: Fphraim is mine Helmet, 
bene is my Spear, Moab is my Waſh-pot, See his 

ote, | 

n . e. I ſhall walk through, poſſeſs, and tread it 
down, AINSWORTH. | 
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—— —— 9 


C 
, Teo the chief Muſician upon Neginoth. A Pſalm 
of David, | 
It was written by David, mo/t probably in the Time of 
Abſalom's Rebellion, when he was driv'n by the 
prevailing Power of his rebel Son beyond Jordan, ta 


the Extremities of Judæa; and this is the Ends of 
the Earth he mentions, ver. 2. NICHOLS, 


N 
2 ee 
— * —— 

2 * N * ay 


EAR thou, O God, my loud complainings hear, 


And let my pray'rs reach thine attentive ear : 


** 1 * 
557 F 
1 
it 
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From Canaan's plenteous land's moſt diftant ends, 

My heart o'erwhelm'd its ſuppliant moaning ſends : 

Shew me the rock, which doth ſurpaſs mine height, 
My truſt, my tow'r, where to direct my flight : 

"Tis thou haſt turn'd my foe's inſulting face; 

Thy tent ſhall ever be mine hiding-place. 

Mine hope in thee its certain ſafety brings, 


Beneath the ſecret ſhelter of thy wings. | 
| | Selah. 


For thou, O God, mine ardent vows haſt heard, 


n To give their lot, who have thy name rever'd : 
| . Days 


* Orig. Thou Hat civen Inheritance to them, & c. ſo the 
Greek alſo hath it.; or give me the inheritance of them, 


i. e. ſuch a bleſſing as uſually thou beſtoweſt on thoſe 
who tear thee, AINsWORTRH. ; 
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Days join'd: to days ſhall wave thy choſen's end, 
His years thou wilt from age to age extend : 
His throne ſhall in thy ſight find no decay ; 
Prepare thy truth and mercy for his ſtay . | 
Then on thy name I'Il endleſs ſongs beſtow, 
And day by day will pay each grateful vow. 


** _ 


PSALM LIXIL 

To the chief Muſician, to Jeduthun. A Pſalm of 
David. Sh 

ARGUMEN T. 


It ſeems to have been penn d, when he had overcome 
all the Fears, into which the Rebellion of Abſalom 
at firſt put him; but yet was not reſtored. to his 
Kingdom. nto which when he return'd, he com- 
mitted this Meditation to the Maſter of Muſick, to 
be ſung according to the Tune, to which Jeduthun, 
a famous Artiſt, had ſet the xxxixth Palm. PA- 
TRICK, „ 


Y tranquil ſoul on God doth ſurely wait, 

On him, from whom is my reſtor'd eſtate. 
God's my ſafe rock, mine high, defenſive wall, 
What, tho' I tremble ? I ſhall never fall. . 
How long will ye, athirſt for guiltleſs blood, | 
With force combin'd, puſh to ſubvert the good ? 

| T L.4- - You'll 
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© You'll all be ſlain, as walls of mould' ring ſtone, 
Or, like a tott'ring fence, at once o'erthrown. 
They plot to caſt him from his royal height, 
And take, in treach'rous lies, a baſe delight : 
By flatt ring ſpeeches with their mouths they bleſs, 
But curſe within their inmoſt heart's receſs. 

5 Selah, 
Yet ſtill my tranquil foul on God ſhall wait, 
From whom's the hope of my ſecure eſtate : 
He's my ſafe rock, mine high, defenſive wall, 
What, tho' I tremble ? I ſhall never fall: 
God is my ſafety, boaſt, and rocky fort, 
God is mine, expeation's ſure reſort, 
Truſt thiers,' Orb people; in his won; 
Pour out your ſtreaming hearts before the Lord : 
Let the full current of your wiſhes tend 
To him, your ops ; on God 2 may depend. 

| Selah. 

Surely the ſons of men, both great and ſmall, 
Are all a lye, are a vain bubble all. 


How 


o Here ye Hall be is inſerted in the Bible Verſion to 


clear the ſenſe: 4s 2 bowing Wall ſha!l ye be, which 
may expreſs the ſuddenneſs of their deſtruction, with 
which they were immediately to be overthrown ; for 
that this compariſon of a bowing wall, and tottering 


fence, has this force, is evident from Nb . 1%, 
Hake, 
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How light is man, when in the balance gs I 

| See him mount up, and vanity ſubſide. 

Truſt not in lawleſs pow'r, from rapine .. 

Set not your hearts on riches, which encreaſe. 

Once God hath ſpoke, twice have I heard the tins, 

That pow'r belongs to God Almighty's name: 

Yet mercy tempers, Lord, thy pow'rful ſway, 

And what man merits, that wilt thau repay. 


—— 


P-S ALM LAIIL 


A Plalm of David, when he was in the Wilderneſs 
of Judah. | 


—_ 


an 


 ARGUMEN T. 
The Hiſtory of his Flight thither under Saul's Perſecu- 


tion is recorded of him, 1 Sam. xxii. 5. but tis 


more probable, that here is meant the Wilderneſs he 
went through, when he fled from Abſalom (2 Sam, 


xvii. 29.) becauſe (ver. II.) he calls _— a 
King. PATRICK, Nichols. 


God, thou art my God, I'll watching pray, 

And ſeek thy preſence with the morning's ray : 

| Here barren, droughty lands I traverſe o'er, 

Where riſe no ſprings, where falls no moiſt'ning ſhow'r, 

My ſou!'s athirſt for thy ſalvation's fount, 

My fleſh burns after thee on Sion's mount: | 
There 
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There 'tis I long to view thee, as before, 


'To ſee thy glory, and thy pow'r adore. 


Even life itſelf thy mercies far excell, 
Therefore thy praiſe my grateful lips ſhall tell. 


Thee will I bleſs, whilſt I retain my frame, 

And lift my palms in thine almighty name. 
Thou'lt fill my foul with fat, which ne'er ſhall cloy, 
My mouth ſhall fing with lips of ſhrilling joy. 
When on my reſtleſs bed I muſing lay, 

And thought, intent on thee, the night away, 
That 'tis thine aid, which my ſalvation brings, 


T ſhoutcd in the ſhadow of thy wings. 


My ſoul to thee with ardent longing cleaves, 
My weakneſs thy ſupporting hand relieves. 
Who would in troublous ruin fink me low, 


He to the bowels of the earth ſhall go: 
The brandiſh'd ſword ſhall draw his ſtreaming gore, 


And v ravenous foxes ſhall his fleſh devour, 


But ſtill the king ſhall in his God rejoice, 

And all ſhall triumph with a glorious voice, 

Who ſwear by him: whilf ſilent ſhame ſhall tie 

The tongues of thoſe, who ſpeak the treach'rous lie. - 


PSALM 


„ be n he loft db ed 16" ws to Beende 4 
prey to the wild beaſts, AixswoRTH. 


- 


The PSALMS Y DAVID. 165 


PSALM LXIV. 
To the chief. Muſician, A Pſalm of David, 
A RG U ME N T. 


It is preſum'd to have been written, when he was 
grown into diſgrace with Saul, and had departed 
from his Court, where he was traduc d by the 


Calumnies of ſome ill Men, who were plotting his 
Downfal. Some o, the Jews think it was prophetically 
written of Daniel, but do not bring ſufficient reaſons 
to ſupport that Fancy. PATRICK, Nichols. 


Y ſappliant voice, 0 God, with favour hear, 
Preſerve my life, when foes alarm my fear; 

From their dark ſecret, me, thy ſervant, ſcreen, 
Who plan with giddy rage each wicked ſcene : 
Who whet their tongues, like a ſharp-edged ſword, , 
Pointing their arrows, ev'n a 1 bitter word: 
Whilſt at the juſt they bend their ſecret bow, 
Not fear to hit him with a ſudden blow. 
Their evil works an hidden fix'd decree, 


The ſnares they order, ſaying, Who ſhall ſee? 
They 


q As here a Bitter word is called an arrow, in Jer. 
iz, 3. the tongue of the treacherous and wicked is 
called their n. AINSWORTH. 
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They ſearch out Wrongs, their ſchemes they nicely ſcan, , 


r 


In the deep heart, and in the inmoſt man: 

But ſtill their ſchemes the ſhafts divine have broke ; | 
Soon ſhall they fall with a ſurprizing ſtroke. 

When their own venom'd tongues each dares not ſtand, 

Their conſcious friends ſhall fly around the land : 

'Whilſtall with fear JEnovan's work declare, 

And wiſely weigh, how juſt his judgments are: 
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PS ALM LXV. 


To the chief Mulician.-. A Pſalm oa Song of 
David. 


3 
3 1 83 at” - os Sb 
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ARG-U ME NF. 

It is thought to have been compos d after ſome great 
Drought, and doth probably relate to the Three Years 
Famine, which follow'd ſome Time after the Rebellion 
of Abſalom, recorded (2 Sam. xxi.) which being 
alleviated by ſome plenteous Showers of Rain, the 
Pſalmiſt praiſes God for it in this Hymn, PA- 

TRICK, NICHOLS. 


HIN E is the praiſe, tho' filent be our tongue, 
To thee, O God, our grateful vows belong 
In 
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In Sion's courts : thou heareſt pray'r, to thee 

Ail fleſh ſhall come, and humbly bend the knee. 
Our groſs miſdeeds, tho” flagrant in mine eye, 
Beneath the * covert of thy grace ſhall lie. 
That man in numerous bleſſings ſhall excell, 

Whom thou ſhalt chuſe within thy courts to dwell. 

is he ſhall feaſt upon thine holy hill, 

Thy choice repaſts his raptur'd ſoul ſhall fill. 
Tremendous things thine oracles reveal, 
Which from thy righteous arm our foes ſhall feel. 
O God, our r all confide in thee, 
From th' inmoſt countries to the diſtant ſea : 
O! he's with mighty ſtrength begirt around, 
Who fix'd the mountains on the rocky ground: 
Who, when the ſea with ſtorms tumultuous raves, 
Can ſtill the noiſe of it's obedient waves; 

Who when rebellion's tides run high and ſtrong, 
Can ſtop the torrent of the madding throng. - 


Thoſe 


1 Heb. TECHAP-PEREM, thou ſoalt purge them (i. e. 
9 | „ Thou ſhall 
mercifully cover tbem; from the Hebrew Caphar, Which 


our miſdeeds) away, bible verſion; proper 


ſignifies to cover ; the cover of the ark was call'd 


Caphoreth, Exod. xxv. 17. in Grcek, hilafterion, i. e. the 


propitiatory or mercy-ſeat, Heb. ix. 5. which name St. 
Paul giveth to Chrift, who was the true propitiation for our 


ſins, 1 John ii. 2. AINSWORTH, 
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158 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Thoſe, whom the world's remoteſt bound confines, 
With ſtrange amaze behold thy wond'rous figns ; 
When ſun and moon begin their. ſplendid route 

At morn and eve, with joyful praiſes ſhout. 

Thou doſt refreſh the land, when parch'd and dry, 
With moilk ning rain from thy rich * ſtreams on high. 
And thus prepar'd, thy bounteous heavenly ſtore 

O'er the glad earth doth beauteous plenty pour: 
Thou mak'ſt with copious drops its ridges flow, 

The clods thou ſettleſt on the ſeeds below: 

Thro' thee itis ſoft with the ſucceeding ſhow'r, 

Thou mak'ſt it ſpring with thine all-blefling pow'r : 
Thou doſt the t noted year with goodneſs crown, 

And thine ethercal * paths drop fatneſs down; 

They drop to flake the deſart's thirſty ground, 

The hills are girt with gladneſs all around, 


Clad 


Orig. the river of God. Many interpreters under- 
ſtand this of the clouds, whom we have follow'd : but 
biſhop Hare, from Simeon de Mvu1s, underſtands it 
of the river, riſing from Silbe, which ran thro* Jeruſalem, 
the city of God. Parrick, Nichols, Hake. 


© It was probably that year, which followed the 
three years ot famine after Abſalom's rebellion. See the 
argument. + 3 


u God is here conſider'd as in his chariot, driving 
round the earth, and from the clouds (the paths of his 
ee. every where diſtilling fatneſs, viz. plenty. 

upon. | 
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Clad are the paſtures with the fleecy ſheep, 
With the high cornthe vales are cover'd deep : 
The loaded fields a plenteous harveſt bring, 
They ſtand ſo thick, that they rejoice and ſing. 


— 
— 


PSALM LXVI. 


To the chief Muſician. A Song or Pſalm. 


ARGUMEN T. 


Some will have it to be wrote after the Captivity ; but 
it is moſt probable, that it had David for its Au- 
thor, being join d with the Pſalms of his, which 

lie in this Part of the Book eſpecially ſince the an- 
tient Collectors aſcribe it to no one elſe. And then it 


was compos'd juſt after his coming to the Throne, 


when the Philiſtines had lately, viz. during Saul's 


Reign, made moſt miſerable Ravages in his Country. 


I Sam. xiv, and xvii. PATRICK, NICHOLS. 


HOUT), all ye lands, aloud th Almighty's fame, . 


And fing with pſalms the glory of his name. 
With glory give him never-ceaſing praiſe, 
And ſay, how fearful are thy wond'rous ways, 
Thro' all thy works! to thee thy faithleſs foe, 
Aw'd by thy mighty ſtrength, pretends to bow : 


Let 
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160 De PSALMS ff DAVID. 
Let all the people humbly bend the knee, 
And ſing with plalms unto thy name and thee. 
| Selah. 
Come, and th' Almighty's works with wonder ſcan, 
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Dread and tremendous to the ſons of man. 


IX 


r 22 
* * * de 1 me 4 
* 


He bade the ocean's Waves to order fall, 


2 
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We walk'd in triumph by each wat'ry wall: 
He rules for ever, ſees earth's diſtant coaſts, 
Then ceaſe, ye rebels, your exalted boaſts. 
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Selah. 
Ye people, bleſs our God with high-ſtrain'd notes, 
Let the loud praiſe ſwell your melodious throats : 
He in the dangerous times our life ſecures, 
"Tis he confirms our feet, our ſteps enſures. 
Thou, Lord, to prove us mad'ſt thy plagues conſpire, 
As filver's try'd in the refiner's fire. 
Allow'd by thee, the ſnare our feet confines, . 
And the ſtrait burden galls our ſinking loins: 
Tyrants have rode us, as their abject ſlaves, 


We paſs'd through ” fire, and through oppoſing waves. 
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That is, we paſſed thro' afflictions of ſundry ſorts, 
P/al. xxxii. 6. Exet. xv. 6, 7. Alſo in Numb. xxxi. 
23. Thoſe things are ſaid to come into, or paſs thro' 
the fre, which would abide the fame without being 


conſum'd, as metals. This ſenſe hath uſe here. Aixs- 
WORTH, | 
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At length we're ſeated, thro' thy favouring grace, 5 
In a refreſhing, and abundant place. 

To thee I will diſcharge each grateful vow, 

And with burnt-offerings at thine altar bow : 
What my mouth promis'd in the troublous day, 
That with a thankful heart my ftores ſhall pay: 
As bulls and goats, the fat of rams ſhall riſe 
In flames with ſpires of incenſe to the ſkies. = 
| 5 c | Selah. 
Come, whilſt I ſpeak, ye, who my God revere, 
Th Almighty's mercies to his ſervant hear: 

Lo! with the mouth I call'd in my diſtreſs, 

My tongue extoll'd him with a juſt addreſs. 

He hears not, but the wicked's ſuit denies, 

Vet he hath heard me, and indulg'd my cries: 
All praiſe to God, whoſe providential care | 
Regards my ſtate, nor will reject my prayer. 


2 


. PSALM LXVI. 


To the chief Muſician on Neginath. A Pſalm or 
Song. 


A R GU ME N T. 


The ſome think it of later Date, tis probable it Twas 
compos'd by David, when having brought the Ark to 
Jeruſalem, and offer a Sacrifices, as he promis d in 
the Pſalm foregoing, Ver. 15. he bleſſed the People 
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And judge the nations by thy righteous law. 


Let all confeſs thee with a joint addreſs. 
Our favour'd land ſhall beauteous plenty crown, 


God ſhall the choiceſt of his bleſſings ſend, 


162 The PSALMS of DAVID. 


in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts, (2 Sam. vi. 
17, 18.) ting the Words of this Pſalm, according 
to that Form of Bleſſing, which the Prieſts were ap- 
pointed to uſe on folemn Occaſions, (Numb. vi. 23, 


24, 25.) beſeeching God to continue the Bleſſmg of 

Plenty to them, that it might invite the Nations to 

ſubmit themſelves to his Government, PATRICK, 

Nichors. | | 
Leſs us, O God, be gracious unto thine, 
And let thy face upon thy ſervants ſhine. 

| | | Selah. 

May round the earth thy glorious way be known, 

And let the heathen thy ſalvation own. 

The people all, O God, ſhall thee confeſs, 

Let all confeſs thee with a joint addreſs : 

The nations ſhall to thee rejoycing crowd, 

And ſend triumphant ſhoutings forth aloud : 

For to thy ſway thou wilt the people draw, 


| Selah. 
The people all, O God, ſhall thee confeſs, 


God, ev'n our God, ſhall ſend his bleſſings down : 


And earth ſhall fear him to each diſtant end. 


PSALM 
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n,. CI 


To the chief Muſician. A Palm or Song of David. 
ARGUMEN T. 


This is a Pſalm of Triumph, when the Ark, after ſome 
great Victory, probably over the Philiſtines, was 
conducted to its proper Place of Reſidence, and ſet on 
Mount Sion. The triumphant Manner, in which 


it aſcended the high and holy Mountain, is appre- 


hended as an Emblem of the far more glorious A 
cenſion of the Lord Chriſt, (after he had overcome 
Death itſelf, the laſt and greateſt Enemy of _— 
kind) into the higheſt Heavens, 3 iv. 8, ge 
PATRICk, MuDpGE. 
ET = God ariſe, and break the hoſble race, 
| Let thoth, who hate him, fly before his face: 
so may'ſt thou drive their routed hoſts behind, 
As ſmoke is driv'n before the ſcatt'ring wind: 
As wax diflolves before the rapid fire, 
So at thy preſence may th' unjuſt expire: 
but let before thy ſight, with gladſome voice, 


And with exceeding joy, the juſt rejoice. 
| _ ye to God, fing pſalms unto his praiſe, 
Plane the rough deſart, ſmooth the briery ways: 
M 2 Jan 


* Theſe are the words, which Moſes uſed, when the 
ark began a proceſſion, Numb, x. 25. Hake, 
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164 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Jan is his name, exalt your ſhouting tongue, 
And hail th' eternal, as he rides along. 

"Tis he the orphan, as a father, guides, 


He, as a judge, the widow's cauſe decides ; 


Whole manſion's holy : *tis he builds an houſe, 


To glad the barren, and the lonely ſpouſe 


Frees the bound captive with his reſcuing hand, 
And leaves the rebels in a thirſty land. 
O God, thou didſt conduct our hoſts along, 


And thro! the deſart march the wand'ring throng. 


Selah. 


Earth trembled, and the heavens with fire involy'd, 


At the Almighty's preſence were diſſolv'd: 

Ev'n Sinai quak'd, enwrapp'd with flame and ſmoke, 
When God was there, the God of 7/-ae/ ſpoke. 

He pour'd down viands with a plenteous rain, 

Which might thy people's fainting ſouls ſuſtain. | 
There did they dwell, thou, Lord, didſt then prepare 
For thy diſtreſſed hoſt the wond'rous fare. 

The almighty God gave the triumphant word, 


Great were the mingled bands, which ſung the Lord. 


5 | Kings, 


The ſenſe of this paſſage ſeems to be, as follows. 
Under the aid and conduct of God, the great army 
of the Hraelites engag'd their enemies, and having 
vanquiſh'd, and put them to flight, took abundance of 
rich tpoils, which the aveaker-jex, who could not go 
forth with the army, but ſtaid at home, during the 
battle, divided with them. HaRE. | 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 165 
Kings, with their armies, ſoon were ſcatter'd wide ; 
Our fair domeſticks did the ſpoils divide, 1 > 
You'll ſhine, tho' with the © pot's beſmearing ſtain | 
Diſgrac'd, ye once in ſordid filth have lain, | 
Like the dove's wings, o'er each bright feather'd fold 
Bedeck'd with ſilver, or inflam'd with gold. 
Thro' kings heaven-quell'd, you'll emulate the ſnow, 
Which whitens o'er the ſhadow'd ® Salmon's brow. 
See b Ba/han's mount, with numerous hillocks crown'd, 
"Tis God's, who caſt its large, capacious round. 
Why hop ye ſo, ye proud, aſpiring hills ? 
This is JEHovan's; 'tis JEHovan wills, 
That here his glorious preſence ſhould abide, 


He chuſes here for ever to reſide. | 
M 3 Ten 

z This blackneſs of the pots intimates a ſtate of afflic- 
tion and miſery; as, on the contrary, by the ſhining of the 
dove's wings is meant proſperity: and the meaning is, 
tho' ye have endur'd hardſhips and filthy drudgery, 
you ſhall hereafter appear moſt beautiful and ſplendid, 
and the wings of your armies ſhall ſhine like thoſe of a 
dove, when they gliſter, as if they were cover'd with 
gold and filver. ParRIck, AinswoRTH. 

* SALMON, a mountain of Samaria, ſhady with 
woods, but made lightſome with ſnow : ſo to be /now- 
white in Salmon, means to have light in darkneſs, joy 
in tribulation. The compariſon is of the ſame force 
with that above of the dowe's wings. AinSWORTH, 
Hare. I | be 
o BasHaN is here call'd the B/ of God, i. e. high, 
large, and full of divine bleſlings. ws 3 

< Meaning mount Siox. The ſenſe is, Ba/han is a 
poodly, large mountain, but Sion doth excel it; for 

here God awwelleth with his angels, &e. AtxS8WwoRTN. 
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166 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Ten thouſand angels, all in royal fate, 5 
And twice ten thouſand, on Jenovan wait, 

His flaming «4 chariots; which he deigns to grace 
Majeſtick, as on Sinai's holy place. 
© Thou art, O God, aſcended up on high, 
Thou, Lord, haſt captive led captivity ; 

On men thy various gifts haſt ſcatter d round : 
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And in thy triumph brought the rebels bound. 
Praiſe ye the Lord, who ſhews ſalvation's way, 
And loads us with his bleflings day by day. | 
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Our God, he is the ſaviour, great and ſtrong, 
To him, the Lord, th' events of death belong. 

For ſurely God the hairy ſcalp will wound, 

The hoſtile head, where wicked ills abound. 

Again I'll bring the people in my name, 

As once from Baſhan they vigtorious came, 

The Lord hath ſaid: again their route ſhall be, 

As when they march'd triumphant from the ſea. 

Their feet, imbru'd in blood, ſhall drip along, 

Their dogs ſhall die therein their ſcarlet tongue. 
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They 


God is in ſeveral places of ſcripture ſaid to be car- 
ried by angels, as in a vehicle, Pſalm xviii. 10. he rode 
upon a cherub, 8&c. : | 
© 'This paſſage is applied by St. Paul to our Savi- 
our's aſcenſion, and the miſſion of the holy ſpirit, by 

- whoſe operation, gifts and graccs (as was the cuſtom of 
Conquerors in their triumphs) were diftributed among 
his followers. Eph. iv. 8, 9. | 
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The PSALMS of DAVID. 167 
They ſaw thy going, ſaw thine ark appear, 2 
They ſaw thine holy tent with awful fer, | ; 
When thou, my God, and king, didſt enter there. 
The ſacred Lewites led th' harmonious van, 
Tun'd their loud voices, and the hymns began: 
Behind were plac'd the inſtrumental bands, 
Between, the timbrels, beat by virgin hands. 
Praiſe God, the Lord, in his own choſen place, 
All ye, who * ſpring from bleſſed Jrae7s race. 
There's little Bezjamin, the ruler, near, 
Who doth with Judah, and his courts appear: 
The diſtant Zebulon his princes ſends, 
And bordering Napbthali from far attends. Wis 
T' improve our ſtrength thro? thee our tribes combine, 
Confirm, O God, that meaſure, which is thine. 


5 thee ſhall kings their precious offerings make, | 


And viſit Salem for thy temple's ſake. 

| Rebuke the foe, in military pride, | 

With numerous ſpear-men, glittering fide by fide ; . 
3 1 The 


7 Heb. Mimmgexor. For which Biſhop HRE 
reads Mekor, not from the fountain, but the fountain of 
Hrael, which he refers to God, Jer. ii. 13. 5 what, ſays 
he, it is to praiſe God from the fountain of Mael, I 
„ confeſs I don't underſtand : I know what turn inter- 
e preters have given it, but tis forc'd, nor doth ſuch a 
manner of expreſſion any where occur.” According 
to him this verſe ſhould run thus: | 


The Fount, whence bleſſings ſpring to 1ſrae/'s race. 


» 
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The furious leaders, like the bulls, which rage, 
Th' inferior herds, which like the calves, engage; 
Till each, ſubmiſs, from hoſtile acts ſhall ceaſe, 
And with the tribute - ſilver ſue for peace: 
Diſperſe the people, drive them ſcatter'd far, 
Whoſe cruel hearts delight in bloody war. 
Soon Egypt's chiefs ſhall come, and bend the knee, 
And the burnt AÆthiop ſtretch his hands to thee. 
Your praiſe to God, ye earthly Kingdoms, fing, 
O] ſing your praiſes to the heav'nly king. | 
| = ”= Selah. 
To him, who rides on th' heav'n of heav'ns on high, 
Which were of old; who utters from the ſry 
His voice, a mighty voice; give ſtrength and pow'r: 
His glory ſhines, where Mael's tribes adore : 
His ſtrength is in the clouds: fearful, O God, 
Art thou, confeſs'd from either bright abode. 4 
God, If-aePs God, doth ſtrength and pow'r afford, 
To guard his people : bleſſed be the Lord. F 
| PSALM 


This paſſage is underſtood by Nichols, as we 
have tranſlated it. But interpreters give different con- 
ſtructions of it, which are almoſt compriz'd in Biſhop 

 PaTriIcx's paraphraſe of the whole verſe, wiz. 30.— 
Deſtroy that fierce prince, who, like a wild beaft out 
of the foreſt, comes againſt us with a great number of 
_* captains as furious as bulls, and ſoldiers as inſolent 
as young heifers; who prances in arms plated with ſil- 
ver, Sc.“ SIMEON DE Muis, PaTRICk, HRE. 


* 


= 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 169 


PSALM. LXIX. 
x 1 the chief Muſician upon Shohanin. A Pſalm 
of David. 


ARGUMENT. 


t Was compos'd i in ſome Time. of great Trouble, proba- 
bly Abſalom's Rebellion, and has Relation to his Ca- 


lamities at that Time; but ſome Things therein occur, 
which have particular Reference to the Suffering of 


Chriſt and his Cruciſiers. PATRICK, Nichols. 
AVE me, O God, whilſt b waters threat'ning roll, = 
And, preſſing, enter ev'n unto my ſoul: 
Plung'd in the gulphy mud, I'm founder'd low, 
The deep receives me, and the ſtreams o'erflow : _ 
My voice is ſpent | in moans, my throat is dry, 
Intent © on thee, my God, conſumes mine eye : 
My cauſeleſs foes are like the hairs, which grow 
In unknown numbers round my ſhaded brow : 
Mighty they are, tho' with no wrongs aggriev'd, 
Nay, things I pay'd them, which I ne'er receiv'd. 
O God, my follies are to thee reveal'd, 


From thee my guilty crimes are not conceal'd : 


5 op 


Let 

b David, in his troubles, being a figure of Chri/, 

prayeth for deliverance from temptations and perſecu- 

tions, under the ſimilitude of waters, mud, mire, deeps, 

fireams, &c. The Chaldee expoundeth theſe of armies 
of finners, which beſet him like waters, AINSWORTH. 
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170 The PSALMS off DAVID. 
Let not thy ſaints, who own JEeHovan's name, 
Who ſeek the God of Iael, ſuffer ſhame : 

"Tis for thy ſake, that I endure diſgrace, 


And ſhame abaſhing covers o'er my face : 


Thus to my brethren I'm as one unknown, 


And to my mother's ſons an alien grown : 

The ſtudious zeal of thy moſt holy ſeat, 

Mine heart with love-devouring flames hath eat: 
Whilſt the reproaches fell in loads on me, 

With which the miſcreant crew reproached thee. - 
I wept, and faſting did my ſoul chaſtiſe, 
Whence they traduc'd me with opprobrious lies: 
My garb was ſackcloth, black with diſmal ſtains, 
Whilſt I became a proverb for my pains. 

The judges in the gates their king defame, 


And drunkard's ſongs abuſe my injur'd name: 


But let me, Lord, before thy preſence bow, 
And in the time of grace preſent my vow : 
An anſwer in thy bounteous mercy make, 


Both for thy truth's, and thy ſalvation's ſake. 


Snatch me, when ſinking, from th* abſorbing mud, 
From thoſe, who hate me, and th' o'erwhelming flood. 


Let not the ſtreaming waters o'er me flow, 
The gulph, or pit, incloſe my ſoul below: 


Anſwer 


Anſwer me, Lord; good is thy ſaving grace, 

Out of thy numerous mercies turn thy face: 

Hide not, but with thy face thy ſervant bleſs, 

Make haſte to anſwer me, in deep diſtreſs: 

Draw near, redeem my ſoul from prefling woes; 

Ranſom thou me, becaufe of all my foes: | 

Thou haſt my ſhame, reproach, diſhonour, ſeen, 

Nought from thy ſight can my diſtreſſers ſcreen: 

Reproach hath fill'd me with heart-breaking grief, 

O! where are thoſe, who ſhould ſupply relief? 

Where kind, officious friends to ſooth my pain? 

For ſuch I ſadly ſought, but ſought in vain. 

When faint, what gave they me? what cup? what meat? 

Twas i vinegar to drink, and gall to eat. 

Evil ſhall lurk beneath their dainty fare, 

And their full tables ſhall themſelves inſnare: 

Darkneſs ſhall overſpread their ſightleſs eye, 

And their weak loins ſhall ſhake inceſſantly: 

Pour'd out upon them, thine indignant ire 

Shall ſeize them, as a quick, conſuming fire: 

Down ſhall their fair, and ſtately tow'rs be caſt, 

Their populous tents become a deſart waſte: | 
For 


i That this Pſalm had accompliſhment in Chriſt, 
the Ewangeliſis ſhew in the application of the paſſage, 
Mat. xxvii. 34. 48. and John xix. 29. AINSWORTH. 
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172 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
For him they vex, on whom thy ſtripes abound, - 
And tell with pleaſure each afflicting wound. 

Sins, join'd to fins, thy vengeance ſhall compleat, 
Nor fhall they come before thy mercy-ſeat : 

Their Names ſhall be expung'd, nor find a place, 
Rank'd in the book of life, with ael's race: 
But me, thy ſervant, ſunk in ſorrow's ways, 

O!] gracious God, ſhall thy ſalvation raiſe : 

Fl chaunt thy praiſes with a grateful tongue, 
And own thee with a magnifying ſong: 
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This offering will the great Jenovan prize, 
More than an horn'd, and hoof-cleay'd ſacrifice: 
The meek ſhall ſee it, and with joy revive, = 
And thoſe, who ſeek the Lord, their hearts ſhall live. 
For good Jexovan aids the needy's pains, 
Nor flights his ſervants, tho' in captive chains: 
Praiſe him, ye heav'ns, and earth, and watery deeps, 
With every thing, which thro' their regions creeps: 
For Judas land, and Sion, God will care, 
His tribe ſhall dwell, and ſhall inherit there: 
His ſervant's ſeed, thoſe, who his name will bleſs, 
Shall there inherit, and the land poſſeſs. 
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PSALM LXX. 


Jo the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David, to call 
to remembrance. See the Title of Pſalm xxxviii. 


AR GUM E N T. 


This Pſalm is the ſame, with a few Alterations, as the 

latter end of the Fortieth; the Author earneſtly im- 
plores in it the Succour of God againſt his Enemies. 
MouDGE. 


Ouchſafe, O God, to make my troubles ceaſe, 
Haſten, Jenovan, to my quick releaſe: 
Difgrace ſhall ſhame them all, and coward flight, 
Who hunt my ſoul, and in mine hurt delight: 
The bluſhing face ſhall brand my taunting foes, 
Who ſay aha ! and mock me in my woes: 
Let thoſe, who ſeek thee, and on thee depend, 
Shout, and rejoice, in an almighty friend: | 
Tet thoſe, who love thy ſervant's happy ſtate, 
Say, with continual praiſe, the Lord is great. 
Haſte to me, poor, and low, O God, my ſtay, 
Help me; and make, JeHovan, no delay. 
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' Tho' this Pſalm hath mo Inſeription, it is pred 


Tis thou haſt been my hope in every ſtrait, 
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PSALM LXXI. 
A R G UM E N T. 


* * 


that it was campos d by David, during Abſalom's 
unnatural Rebellion, ſince it was written in his old 
Age, Ver. g. and therefore cannot be referr'd ts 
the Time of Saul. PATRICK, Nichols. 
Truſt for ſafety in Jenovan's name, 
Let me not ever ſtand abaſh'd with ſhame: 
Redeem me in thy juſtice from diſtreſs, 
Incline thine ear, and give me quick redreſs : 
Be thou my rock, mine houſe of ſure recourſe, 
To keep me ſafe againſt all threatning force: 
Thou doſt command ; doſt ſtand my guardian wall ; 
Screen me, O God, from thoſe who ſeek my fall : 
Screen me from wicked tyrants cruel hands, 
And from the bloody, and inſidious bands. 


O Lord, Jexovan, from my youthful ſtate : 
Thou from the womb didſt my weak limbs ſuſtain, 
Whilſt yet my mother groan'd with child-birth pain: 


Thee will I praiſe : on thee mine hope relies, 


Tho' I'm a gazing-ſtock to vulgar eyes: 
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o! let my mouth prolong the grateful lay, 
And may thy glory fill it all the day. 
When, weak with age, my tott'ring members ſhake, 
Reje& not, nor thy needy charge forſake : 
My foes conſult, and barbarous flanders raiſe, 
Whilſt waiting for my ſoul, they watch my ways. 
His God, they ſay, hath left him, poor and low, 
Purſue and take him ; where's his reſcue now ? 
Be thou my reſcue, de not far away, 
Be thou at hand, my God, make no delay. 
Reproach and death ſhall ſeize th' abandon'd crew, 
Who with malicious aims mine hurt purſue : 
Shame ſhall o'ertake them, who with envious ſtrife, 
Project with evil arts to take my life, 
| Whilſt I on thee my conſtant hopes will raiſe, 
And add, and ſtill will add, to all thy praiſe : 
All day thy juſtice I'll commit to fame; 
And ſtill to-morrow ſhall repeat the ſame. 
I'u dwell upon thy mercies vaſt amount, 
And ever tell, what I can never count : 
I'Il ſing thy powers, O Jexovan, Lord, 
Thy juſtice, and thine only, PI record. 
Thou gav'ſt, O God, mine infant-mind to know 
Thy laws, and thence my words thy wonders ſhow. 
Then ceaſe not, O my God, thy guardian care, 
When age has froſted o'er my falling hair: 
| | | That 
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Is magnify'd in all its mighty deeds : 


And bring me from the earthly deeps again: 
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176 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
'That I may now diſplay in diſtant climes, 

And hand thy proweſs down to future times. 

O God, thy juſtice, which all bounds exceeds, 


O! glorious God, who may contend with thee ? 
That bad me dire and numerous evils ſee ; 
But ſtill thou ſhalt relieve my deadly pain, 


Thou ſhalt my growing greatneſs ſtill increaſe, 
And comfort me on every ſide with peace. 
With the ſoft lute thy truth I'll gladly own, 
With pſalms, and harp, O Yael holy one: 
The ſhouted pſalms my lips ſhall ſpread around, 
My ſoul, redeem'd by thee, ſhall fill the ſound : 
Alſo my tongue thy juſtice ſhall diſplay, 

And talk thereof with pleaſure all the day. 

For thoſe, who cruel miſchief ſubt'ly frame 
Againſt my ſoul, are all abaſh'd with ſhame. 
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PSALM LXXI. 
A Pſalm for Solomon. 


ARGUMENT. 


e may be ſatisfy d from the Concluſion, that this Pha, | 
which is an Inauguration-Hymn, was indited by 


David, and ſent to Solomon; wherein he firſt re- 
commends him to the divine Benediftion ; and then 
inſtructs him how to make his People happy, by de- 
ſcribing the Qualities of a good King; and the proſ 
perous State of the Kingdom under his Government. 
St. Jerom, conſidering Solomon only as the Shadow 
and Image of the Truth, holds it more perfectly ful- 


filPd in our Lord and Saviour. And accordingly the 
Rabbins underſtand it of the King Meſfias. PA- 
TRICK, Nichoxs. | 


GO D, thy judgments to the * king beſtow ; 
Let the king's ſon the rules of juſtice know: 
With juſtice may he try thy people's cauſe, 

And judge th' afflicted by thy righteous laws: 

The mountains to the tribes ſhall bring forth peace, 
The hills thro' righteouſneſs ſhall yield increaſe. 


The King, and the King's Son, are the ſame you 
ſon; a character that belongs to none ſo properly, as 

to Solomon, who was the prince, that was at the 
lame time King, and Son of a King, Mupox. 


278 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
He'll judge the meek, the needy's cauſe reſtore, 
And break the rod of ſtern oppreſſive pow'r : 
Whilſt the ſelf-radiant ſun, and moon, ſhall ſhine, 
From age, to age, their ſervice ſhall be thine : 
He'll come with gentle condeſcenſion down, 

As latter rain upon the herbage mown : 

Or as the copious drops, which fall around, 
Diſperſing moiſture o'er the thirſty ground: 

The juſt ſhall flouriſh in his days ſecure, | 
And peace abundant, whilſt the moon ſhall dure. 
He ſhall from ! ſea to ſea have wide command, 
And from the giver to th' extremeſt land: 

The n ſavage herds ſhall kneel with homage juſt, 
His foes ſhall proftrate low, and lick the duſt. 
The ſea-girt iſles, and ocean-bordering king, 
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From Tharjhi/þ ſhall their precious preſents bring: 
The king's of n Sheba's, and of Seba's lands, 
Shall wait with fragrant gifts his wiſe commands: 

| Nay, 
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From the Red Sea all along, as far as the eaſt- end 
of the Mediterranean extends from South to North, and 
from the Euphrates Weſtward, as far as the land reaches. 
Mupce, | 

m The Heb. Tsijiu, ſignifies here, and in P/a/m 
Ixxiv. 14. people that dwell in dry de/art places: ſome- 2 
times it is uſed for aw//d beaſis, which haunt ſuch de/arts ; 7 
Ifa. xxxiv. 14. AinsSwWoRTH. | 

n 1. e. of Ethiopia, and Arabia, far ſouthern coun- | 
tries, inhabited by the poſterity of Sheba and — 

| c 
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Nay, numerous princes ſhall his name adore, 
And diſtant nations ſhall confeſs his pow'r, 
For he ſhall fave the needy, when they cry, 
On him the poor and helpleſs ſhall rely : 
The poor and helpleſs he ſhall kindly ſpare, 
And fave the ſouls of thoſe oppreſs'd with care. 
Shall ſave their ſouls, their wrongs redreſs with right, 
Nor ſhall their blood be worthleſs in his ſight. 
He ſhall in long-continu'd glory live, 
Her tribute gold ſhall rich Arabia give: 
For him the people ſhall inceſſant pray, 
For him ſhall call down bleſſings all the day; 
From grain, but thinly ſown, ſhall plenteous crops, 
Chequer the land, and crown the mountain's tops: | 
Their fruit, like waving Lebanon, ſhall ſhake, _ 
Whilſt thoſe, who beauteous Salem's dwellings take, 
Shall Aouriſh, like the graſs, thro? heavenly dew, 
Or as the planted flowers of various hue : 
His name for ever, like the beaming ſun, 
Shall Iaſt, whilſt he his circling courſe ſhall run. 
| N 2 - 5 From 
the nephew and ſon of Cub, the ſon of Cham, the ſon 


of Noah, Gen, x. 7. AinSWORTH. 

* Heb, Puls-s ATH, from PH1s-sa, a ſmall particle, 
or parcel of any thing: alſo a piece of cheguer d or patch- 
Work, Gen. xxxvii. 3. 2. Sam. xXili. 18. we have 
endeavour'd to comprize theſe ſenſes; and ſo appre- 
hended, the place gives a beautiful image of a plain, 
chequer'd with ſquares of corn, BuxToRFF, Alxs- 
WORTH, BYTHNER, Mopo. | \ 
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180 The PSALMS FT DAVID. 
From him all nations blefling ſhall receive, 
To him all nations ſhall the bleſſing give. 
To God, the God of J/ae/, praiſes fing, 
The Lord, who doth alone each wond'rous thing ; 
His glory with perpetual hymns proclaim, 
For ever bleſſed be his gracious name; 
Let earth, where e'er the human eye can ken, 
Be with his glory fll'd. Amen, Amen. 


The Prayers of David, the Son of Jeſle, are ended. 


The End of the Second BOOK, 
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The Third BOOK of PSALMS. 
PSALM LXXII. 
A Plalm of Aſaph. 
ARGUMEN x. 


Who the Author of this Pſalm (Aſaph) was, is not cer- 
tain, but probably *twas Aſaph the Seer, who lid d 
in Hezekiah's Time; and tis maſſ likely it was com- 
pos d, when Senacherib made that miſerable Ra- 
vage in Judza, and was crown'd with ſuch Viftories 


and Succeſſes as we read, 2 Chro. xxxii. 1. PA- 
TRICK, NICHOLS. 


ET truly God to rae race is kind, 
To ſuch as keep an unpolluted mind's 
But as for me, my feet began to ſlide, 
Mine erring ſteps had almoſt turn'd aſide : : 
For lo ! when I beheld the wicked great, 
Mine envy kindled at their proſperous ſlate. 
In vigorous health they draw their vital breath, 
Neither do captive bands diſgrace their death. 
They ſhare not with the vulgar equal cares, 
Nor are their trials ſo ſevere as theirs. 
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Hence pride, like an encircling chain, hath bound, - 
And violence, as a robe, begirts them round. | iff 
Their eyes are bulg'd with fatneſs, and proclaim _ 

Their lot, above ev'n what their hearts could frame. 

x4 Corrupt 
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182 The PSALMS F DAVID. 
Corrupt tyrannick thoughts their words declare, 
And threats they utter with a lofty air. | 


The heavenly majeſty their ſpeeches wrong, 


And thro' the earth doth range their venom'd tongue. 


They, when thy people. in their fight appears, 
As waters from full cups, exhauſt the tears. 
Who ſay, doth God attend theſe earthly things? 
Pertains ſuch knowledge to the king of kings ? 
Lo! theſe th' ungodly are, in worldly peace | 
Who highly proſper, and whoſe goods increaſe. 
Then ſurely have I cleans'd mine heart in vain, 
And purg'd mine hands from each polluting ſtain; 
In vain all day with care my ſtrength is worn, 
And torments come with each returning morn : 
Yet thus to ſpeak would be unjuſt indeed, 

And wrong thy dealings with the faithful ſeed. 
To fathom this my thought did ſearching try, 
But *twas too painful for my ſtinted eye. 


Till in thy ſacred houſe I ſought to thee, 


And there had learn'd, what their laſt end would be. | 


How 
As biſhop Hare, and all the other interpreters, 
whom we have conſulted, are at a like uncertainty con- 
cerning this paſſage, we have clos'd in with the late 
tranſlation of Mr. Mupek, who renders the verſe - 
(10) thus. Therefore let his people come before them, and 
waters in full meaſure would be wrung out of them: i. e. 
ſays he, Should God's people fall into their hands, they 
would ſqueeze them to the full, auring out all the juice of 
#/eir bodies; viz. thro' grief and tears. Mupce, 


* 


The PSALMS Y DAVID. 183 
How thou doſt place them on a ſlippery ground, 

And ſpread about them deſolation's round. 

How do they in a tranſient moment all 

To ſtrange and wondrous deſolation fall? 

What are they gone? ſo quickly ſunk away, 

As in a dream, with troubleſome diſmay ? 

When thou doſt riſe thy judgment to diſpence, 

Soon wilt thou 4 chaſe their fleeting ſhadows hence. 
Surely my reins were prick'd, ſunk was mine heart, 
Dull, as a brute, tow'rds thee mine inward part; 

Vet was I never from thy preſence caſt, 

Thou my right hand haſt ever holden faſt. 

Here with thy counſel thou wilt guide me right, 

Then take me to the glorious realms of light. 

| Whom have I in thine heav'ns ſupreme domains, 
Or whom, which this inferior earth contains, 
That may contend for equal majeſty, 

An equal good, to be deſir'd with thee ? 

My heart-ſtrings crack, years on my vitals prey, 

But God's my ſtrength, mine endleſs lot and ſtay. 
Lo! thoſe ſhall fall, from thee who wand'ring rove, 
Shall fall, deſerted for their alien'd love. | 
But as for me, tis good that I draw near, 


That I before my gracious God appear : 

Ls ; 5 Hoping 
Original. Thou ſhalt deſpiſe their image, or their 
ſhadow: 1. e. deſtroy their tranſitory eſtate ; for man 
walketh in an image, Pſalm xxxix. 7. AINSWORTH, 


184 The PSALMS ef DAVID. 
Hoping for ſafety in Jenovan's name, | 
I'll tell thy wonders thro' this earthly frame. 


PSALM LXXIV. 
- Maſchil of Aſaph. 
AR U 
De Author of this Pſalm was probably ſomes * 
Man of the Paſterity of Aſaph, who was ſuffer d to 
remain in the Land with the Chaldæans, after the 
Deſolation of Jeruſalem, and the Temple, as well 
as the reſt of the Country, made by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, King of Babylon, which was the ſad _ 
of this Pſalm. PATRICK. 


HY yet doth Gcd with-hold his guardian care ? 
What, ſhall his ſheep no more his paſture ſhare ? 

Why ſmokes, O God, thy wrath againſt thy fold ? 
Think on the tribes, by thee redeem'd of old; 
The meted land, purchas'd for V ael's race, 
And Sion's mount, thine ancient dwelling-place. 
Fly to it, and its laſting waſtes repair, | 
Viſit each crying deſolation there. 
'The courts, where once thy praiſe was wont to ſound, 
With roaring blaſphemies re-bellow round: 
Here heathen banners formidably ſtand, 
In ſign of triumph o'er thy choſen land. 
| With 


VD. PSALMS of DAVID. 1856 
= With tools aloft men hew the ſacred wood, 
As when it once in the thick foreſt ſtood ; 
- Ev'n, thro? the axe and hammer's waſteful force, 
The beauteous ſculpture falls without remorſe. 7 
They in thy temple rais'd th' unhallow'd flame, 
Sunk is the place, where dwelt thine holy name. 
Their hearts devis' d to ſpread the ruins round, 
Each houſe of God with aſhes ſtrews the ground. 


We ſee no ſigns, heaven doth no Prophet ſend, 

| Who may foretel when theſe our woes ſhall end. 
How long, O God, ſhall thy reproachers rage ? 

: And ſhall the foe blaſpheme from age to age? 

Thine hand why doſt thou, thy right hand, reſtrain 

Within thy boſom ? draw it forth again ; 

Make a full end: for God's of old my king, 

His wond'rous works on earth ſalvation bring. 

Thou didſt afide the paſlive ocean ſweep, 

Then cruſh the human dragons in the deep; 


Cruſh 


r This is deem'd ſo obſcure a paſſage as it now ftands | 
in the original, that biſhop Hazs thinks not only the 
word JivVADAGHN, he was famous, is corrupt, in 
Which he is favour'd by the greel tranſlation ; but he 
ſuſpects the two verſes (5 and 6) to be tranſpos'd, other- 
wiſe he holds the devaſtation here deſcrib'd would not 
riſe, as it ought to do, in the narration. We have en- 
deavour'd to come up to his ſenſe, retaining the pre- 


{ent — 10 the verſes. 
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186 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Cruſh into pieces, whelm'd beneath the main, 
The land-leviathan, and all his train : 

Then bade the waves their carkaſſes reſtore, 

'That ſavage herds might feaſt upon the ſhore. 
Thou mad'ſt the rock ſtream o'er the thirſty ſand, 
Dry' dſt mighty rivers into pervious land. 

Thine is the day, the night is alſo thine, 

Thou didſt command the beaming ſun to ſhine. 
Thou didft diſtinguiſh all the earthly climes, 

To thee the ſeaſons owe their ſtated times: 
Jznovan, Lord of all this glorious frame, 
Think how the fools ſlight and blaſpheme thy name. 
To deadly ſnares let not thy turtle ſtray, 

Nor to the wicked many fall a prey. | 

O let thy famiſh'd flock be now reſtor'd, 

Do not forget thy covenanted word : 
I hro' Canaan's land each dark, and diſmal cell, 


Is but an haunt, where cruel tyrants dwell : 


O let not the diftreſs'd return with ſhame, 


But let the poor and needy praiſe thy name. 


Ariſe, O God, and vindicate thy way, 


Think, how the fools blaſpheme thee'day by day. 
Remember the diſtreſſer's impious voice, 


Which meets thee daily with tumultuous noiſe. 


PSALM 


PSALM LXXV. 
Jo the chief Muſician, Altaſchith, A Pſalm, or 
. Song, of Aſaph. | 
AT GWEN 
There are different Opinions concerning the Author and 
Occaſion of this Pſalm : ſame hold it written by Aſaph, 
the famous Muſician in David's Time, upon ſome of 
the greatViftories, which he gain d over the neighbour- 
ing Countries : but Biſhop PATRICK preſumes it 
to be compos d by Aſaph the Seer, after the great De- 
liverance, which by the firange Deſiruftion of Sena- 
cherib's Army, God gave the good King Hezekiah. 
PATRICk, Nichols. 


CY UR thanks we pay, O God, to thee alone, 
Our thanks we pay, and thy ſalvation own, 
Invok'd on each event, near is thy name, Z 
And that thy wond'rous works aloud proclaim, 
When in thy courts 5 I ſhall again preſide, 
I'll deal forth right, and by thy truth abide. | 
Our 


5 Interpreters hold this Pſalm to be written in the 
form of a dialogue; ſome preſuming it to be between 
God and the people, others between the king and peo- 
ple; we have in the tranſlation gone upon the latter 
3 * Patrick, Nicuots, Le CI ER, 

ARE, | 
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188 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Our ſocial band's diſolv'd thro' hoſtile hate, 
Tis I ſupport the pillars of the ſtate. 

HEL 85 Selah. 
J ſaid, ye fools, ceaſe from each raſh offence, 
And ftrike the horn of haughty inſolence. 


Ye wicked, lift not up your horn on high, 
Nor with your ſtuhborn necks the Lord defy: 
Our reſcue comes not from the eaſt, or weſt, 
Nor yet the ſouth, but ſtands in God confeſt. 
He is the judge, tis he alone can know, 

To raiſe th' abas'd, and lay th' exalted low: 
There is a * cup in God Almighty's hand, 
Red is the wine, and deſtin'd for our land; 
*Tis ready mix'd, he poureth from the ſame, 
The deadly droughts the wicked will inflame ; 
"Tis they muſt taſte the execrable lees, 

And the drain'd drops ſhall from the bottom ſqueeze. 
With ceaſeleſs praiſe I will proclaim abroad | 


5 
4 


Thy matchleſs pow'r, and worſhip Jacob's God. 


t Heb. Cos. A cup. This in the prophets is a 
very common image of the divine wrath, 1/a. li. 17, 
22 ; Fer. xxv. 15. And here interpreters grosſly diſ- 
tinguiſh between the wine and the gdregs, as tho' God 
ſhould in kindneſs pour out the clearer and more de/ight- 
full avine for his friends, but compel his enemies to drink 
the dregs ; whereas the whole paſſage relates to his ene- 
mies, Who were wholly to exhauſt this cup of his fury, 
See Ja. and Fer. above quoted, Hax kx. 
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Whilſt all the righteous ſhall exalt their horn, | 
Th' unjuſt's ſhall from their wicked heads be torn. 


_—— ” 3 — * — 
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PSALM LXXVI. 


To the chief Muſician on Negineth. A Plalm or 
| | Song of Aſaph. in 


ARGUME SN T. 

It was written probably by that Aſaph, who bears the 
Name of the Seer, 2 Cron. xxix. 30. and ſeems 
to be a Song for publick Regoicing after the Deſtruc- 
tion of Senacherib's Army. To confirm which tis 

obſerved, that Theddoret ſays, he found in ſome Copies 
this Inſcription, which accords with Apollinarius's, . 
An Ode againſt the Aſſyrian. PATRICK, Ni- 
_ CHOLS., | 

| H“ almighty God is in Judæa known, 

His great and ſaving name muſt IJſrael own. 

His fair pavilion doth our Salem grace, 

On Sox's mountain ſtands his dwelling- place. 

"Twas there he broke the u flaming ſhafts and bow, 

The ſword and ſhield, and laid the warriour low. 
: | | How 


» Heb. RIsn-PDnE. Flaming ſhafts. It is proper- 
ly burning coals, Sol. Song, viii. 6. figuratively here 
the gliſtering braſs-headed arrows ; elſewhere the fiery 
thunderbolts, Pſalm Ixxviii. 48. burning plague, Deùt. 
Xxxii. 24. likened to arrows, Pſalm xix. 5. Alxs- 

WORTH, | 
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190 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
How doſt thou far ſurpaſs the v mounts of prey, 


O Sion! far more excellent than they! 

Meet for the ſpoil became the mighty bands. 
They ſlept their fleep ; nor found the ſtrong their hands 
When Jacob's God his dire rebukes expreſt, : 
Drivers and ſeeds were ſunk to endleſs reſt. 

Thou art tremendous, thou, O Lord of might, 
When thou art angry, who can bear thy ſight ? 

Thou didſt from heaven in judgments ſpeak thy will, 
The heathen at thy voice were aw'd, and ſtill, | 
When God omni potent in judgment roſe, 


To ſave the meek of Canaan from their foes. | 
| | Selah. 
Tyrants ſhall own thee, and no more deſtroy, 


The remnant of their rage thou'lt gird with joy : 
To God, the Lord, your choiceſt offerings vow, 
Then to diſcharge them at his altar bow. 

Let all, who round his glorious houſe appear, 
Bring gifts to him, who reigns the nations fear. 
"Tis he, who x lops the ſpirit of kings away, 


And earthly princes dread his ſovereign ſway. 
; 3 PS ALM 


w Mounts of prey. i. e. ſuch as are harbours of beaf?s 
of prey. Our liturgy-ver/ion renders the expreſſion the 
hills of the robbers; meaning, the enemies, who ſkulk 
there to make a prey of God's people. AinsworTtH, 
ByYTHNER. 5 1 

* Heb. JiBu-Ts0R. Lops, or cuts off. "Tis a ſi- 
militude from grape-gathers, which eut off cluſters of 
| | the 
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PSALM LXXV II. 
To the chief Muician, to Feduthun, A Pfalm of 


ARGUMEN T. 

It was compos'd by one of the Houſe of Aſaph, who 
liv'd during the Time of the Captivity, the Miſeries 
and Length Us which he here bemoans. Ni- 
CHOLS, | 

Call'd to God with a 3 ks cy, 
I call'd to God, who heard me from on high. = 

The Lord I ſought in the diſtreſsful day, 

With dropping hands wip'd ceaſeleſs tears away. 

Each night my ſoul refus'd ſweet comfort's voice, 

I thought on God, and made a troublous noiſe : 

As in my mind thy favours paſt were view'd, 

My ſpirit ſunk, my heart was quite ſubdu'd. 

a Selah. 

Thro' thee no ſlumbers could mine eyelids cloſe, 

My reſtleſs grief to dumb amazement roſe : 

Well I revoly'd th' important days of old, 


The gracious wonders which our fires have told. 


the vines; apply'd here to the cutting off the "oe of 
men. Ainsw ou, Brruxkx. 
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192 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
At midnight I awak'd the ſounding lyre, | 
Re-tun'd'the ſongs, which once thou didft inſpire : 
I commun'd with mine heart, and ſearched deep 


The living tables, which thy mercies keep. 
Is the Lord's goodneſs then entirely o'er ? 
Will he accept his people never more ? 

Is mercy's fount exhauſted ? is his word. 
Wax'd old ? can that no further aids afford ? 
Hath God forgotten all his wonted grace ? 
His tender kindneſs can his wrath eraſe ? 
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300 : | Selah. 
"Twas then, I faid, what anguiſh tis to try 

The change of the right hand of God moſt high ? 
Fll yet review the wonders of the Lord, 

Yes, I'll review thy favours on record : 

F'll meditate thy works with conſtant thought, 
And talk of all the marvels thou haſt wrought. 
Thy way is veiled with the things ador'd ; 

Who is ſo great a God, as God our Lord ? 
"Twas he, who ſhew'd the ſigns of ages gone, 
He made his ſtrength amongſt the people known, | 
| HFis 


, V Orig. Thy way is in ſanity, or in the /anQuary ; 
TER according to the Greek in the holy place; meaning, it is 

ſecret and hidden from the eyes of the world, as holy 
things were hiden in the ſanctuary, eſpecially the ark and 

cherubims, where God fate, AINSWORTH, 


The PSALMS Y DAVID. 193 
His arm redeem'd the people in their need, | 
Ev'n his lov'd Jacob, and his Toſeph's ſeed. | 

$2 | Selah. 
The waters ſaw thee, Lord, in wild affright, 
The waters ſaw thee, trembling at the fight : 
The conſcious deeps were ſürr'd; the ſtreaming clouds 
Pour'd down in torrents on th' audacious crouds. 
From heav'n the rattling menace iſfſu'd out, 
And thy ſulphureous arrows rang'd about. 
: Th' ethereal voice ſent forth a rolling ſound, 
The lightning ftream'd, andearthquakesrock'dtheground 
Thy way thro? ſeas, thy paths in th' ocean lie, 
Nor are thy footſteps known to mortal eye. 
Thy people thou didſt lead from ®gypr's land, 
Like ſheep, by Moſes, and by Aaron's hand. 
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PSALM LXXVIIL 
Aaſchil of Aſaph. 


LG UMENT 


This Pſalm was indited, according to T heodoret's 
Words, by the prophetical Grace, that the Iſraelites, 
and all their Paſterity, might preſerve in Mind the 
wonderful Works of God. An Epitome of which, 
for the Help of their Memory, Aſaph, who was 
prebably the Prefeet of Muſick in David's Time, here 
preſents them withal, ſrom the Time of their coming 
out of Ægypt, till David's Promotion ta the Throne, 


PATRICK. 


TY OW down your ear, ye people, to my law, 


Your ear let mine important accents draw, 


My mouth ſhall weighty parables unfold, 
My tongue ſhall utter hidden things of old, 


That we from juſt memoirs have heard and known, 
And which our patriarch rolls have ended down. 
Let ſon to ſon Jenovan's N declare, | 
And tell his pow'r, and what his marvels are. 
How once he gave a cov'nant, grav'd on ſtones, - 
A law for Jacob's and for Iſcael's ſons, 
Which ſhould thro' his commands their fires engage, 
To teach their children down thro every age: 

That 


De PSALMS of DAVID. 196 
That thoſe unborn might learn them in his name, 
And their deſcendants might tranſmit the ſame. 
That they might truſt in God's all- powerful hands, 
Remember all his acts, and dread commands. ; 
Not like their fathers, an untoward race, 
With hearts perverſe, and deſtitute of grace, 
Always a ſtubborn, and rebellious crew WS 
Of ſpirit faithleſs, and to God untrue. 

The ſons of Ephraim, noted for the bow, 

In battle turn'd their backs upon the foe : 

His ſolemn cov'nant baſely they deny'd, 

And from his ſacred law they walk'd aſide ; 
Forgat his actions, which their fires had view d, 
And all the marvels, which th' Almighty ſhew'd. 


A work he wrought, when he his arm reveal'd, 
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In Agypt's land, and * Zoan's famous field: 

He made the waves ſtand on a wond'rous heap, 

And bade them paſs thro? the divided deep. 

A cloudy pillar led their tribes by day ; 

By night an heavenly fire ſecur'd their way. 
VVV He 
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5 — 
— + 
* — 
= n 


Z The field of Zoan, i. e. the country and territories 
about Zoan or Tanis, as the Greek, and Chaldee, calleth 
it, Vich was a chief city in Ægypt, and the king's 
couy., or palace, being a place of great antiquity. 
AINSWORTH, os 
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196 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
He clave the rock, when from th' amazing chink, 
As from the ocean, flow'd the needful drink : 

He bade thro” rocks the water find its way, 

And ftreams deſcending, like the rivers, ſtray. 

Yet in the deſart, lately parch'd and dry, 

They ſinn'd ſtill more, and tempted the moſt high: 
They bitterly provok'd with murmuring ſtrife, | 
And afſk'd for meat, in deep deſpair of life. 
"Twas then they ſpake, againſt their God they ſaid, 
Shall he a table in the deſart ſpread ? | 
He ſmote the ſtony rock indeed; and lo ! 

Out guſh the waters, and the ſtreams o'erflow. 


But can he life-ſupporting bread prepare ? 


Can he with fleſh provide his people fare ? 
Therefore ]Jexovan heard in burning ire; 
Then againſt Jacob roſe the kindled fire: 
Then againſt //-ae/ furious anger came; 
Since God they own'd not, nor his ſaving name: 


Tho' he commanded the ſurrounding ſky, 
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And bade the heavenly portals open fly; 


For them delicious mana rain'd to eat, 
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And gave them in their need celeſtial wheat. 
"Thus mortals feaſted on angelick bread, | 
In barren deſarts ev'n to fulneſs fed. 


af 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 
He caus'd fierce whnd to raſh from eaſtward out, 
Then aa it ſouthward by his firength about, 


197 


Whence rain with fleſh, as duſt, beſpread the land, 


And feather'd fowl, as numerous as the ſand, 
Which fell amidſt their camp, and hid the ground 


With wond'rous heaps their dwelling places round. 


They fatten'd thus, fill'd with abundant ſtore, 
Nor call'd their taſte, or ſated luſts, for more. 


But whilſt their mouths yet chew'd th amazing meat, 


Againſt their tribes aroſe God's wrathful heat; 

| Which blaſted /-ae!'s flower, the hale and young, 
And ſmote the choiceſt of the wand'ring throng. 
In vain his works their force convincing join, 
Faithleſs, they finn'd in ſpight of every ſign. 
Therefore they ſpent their days in fruitleſs ſtrife, 
And various plagues conſum'd their weary life : 
Reduc'd, they courted then his gracious nod, 
And turning, early they enquir'd for God: 

"Twas then they would on God, their rock, rely, 
On their benign redeemer, God moſt high. 

Yet fill they but with flatt'ring lies allure, 


Still failing, when they deem'd their ſtate ſecure : 


Then was their treach*rous heart upright no more, 


They broke his cov'nant, which they broke before: 


O 3 


— 2 
marr art —Ly— 


But 


— * 1 * 
— —— — 


"= 
ö 8 
m 
Fee 
J 
3 
W-.\: 1 
NT 
PAY 
9 88 
4 
2 
12 + 
= 
1 
N 
br 14 
win Ti 
bs N 
Wy 
i & 
5 
. F FI 
* 4 
F. 9 
5 
N 
. 
„ „ 
L. 
4. 
1 
if 
fo 
oF 
= 
4 
1 * 
i 1 
4 &1.h 
28 
n 
Ts 
; 1 4 
BS 
8 | 
1 * 
14 $4 
g i 4+ 
* 
* — 
18 7 
1 14 
"MES 
LY 224 
E 
334 * 47 
AW. SHS! 
: I , 
35 
1 1s C 
- War 
i £1848 
1 1 * ing 
1 7 
* 
in tf 
N 
* 
5 
F "MA 
©K 
= TE 
4 
| * 
EW 
_- $38 
4. 
* 
no 
1 1 * bY 
7 1 
fl i 4 
* 


- — — - " * 2 3 * 2 * - 
o 4 * - 1 A Pe 
r "i E 3 r * Hom. 2 
— r n n 4, * — 8 8. 
2 £ Oy — 8 r a _ 8 — — e * bars 
r $ I. . * Ie „ IE ah * = 2 'ts "UP 
OS RS b r . * * 7 1 
5 4 N I 
* > * 


3 
3 


4 8 * 
„„ßßßßE!CCSꝗ5ꝗã:: Sent ono 
n > dn We 2 > 2 = a 


Aha x" : 4 
P 
9 =. 

* 4 3 


=_ 
i ec es 

8 * 

ö 


= 


r 
3 3 


var ny Ve < 
3 


h SR. IE. 
r 
1 e 

S ws: \ 
— — — 4 


Sz 
a # 


+ 

- 

at 

Fs 

* 

+ 

15 an 

hel 

4 

+, 

14% N * 
* 


198 The PSALMS V DAVID. 
But he in pity veil'd their lapſes round, 

Nor would that fell perdition ſhould abound ; 
Oft will'd He, mercy ſhould his ire aſiwage, 
Nor let his wrath exert its utmoſt rage. 

For he was mindful they were fleſh, and vain, 
A wind that goes, and ne'er returns again. | 
How did they tempt, and grieve him day by day, . 
Thro' the lone wilds, and deſart's ſandy way ? 
They turn'd, and tempted God, and dar'd diſown 


The boundleſs pow'r of 1/-ae/”s holy one. 


For they remember'd not his reſcuing hand, 
'The day he led them from the tyrant's land : 
When ſigns in /Zgypr to their aid he brought, 
Ard in the field of Zoan marvels wrought. 

He chang'd their rivers into tides of blood, 

Nor could they uſe for drink the purple flood: 


He ſent promiſcuous vermin to deſtroy, 


And croaking frogs, which might their ſouls annoy ; 


He gave their fruit, rais'd by their labouring hands, 


To canker-worms, and to the locuſt- bands: 


Fo blaſt their vines, mix'd hail and lightning pour, 
On the wild fig- trees daſh'd the ſtony ſhow'r ; 
He gave the rattling halls their flocks to beat, 
He gave their cattle to the lightning's heat: 
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/ 


His burning anger, thro' th* AZgyprian plains, 

His indignation, and diſtreſsful pains, 

The fearful meaſures of his wrath to fill, 

He ſent with the dread meſſengers of ill. 

"Twas thus his furious vengeance forc'd its way, 

Whilſt on their ſouls the ſwift diſeaſes prey ; 

On beaſts and herds heir rage deſtroying broke, 

Snatch'd by a ſudden peſtilential ſtroke. 

Zeypt's firſt- born down to the duſt were ſent, 

All the chief ſtrength of Ham in every tent. 

Thro' lonely wilds, and over barren ſand, 

He brought his flock with his conducting hand; 

He led them on, devoid of faithleſs fear, 
The ſeas abſorb'd their foes behind their rear. 


He brought them forward to the bordering ground, 


Where holy Sion rears its beauteous round, 
His favourite mountain, reſcu'd by his might; 
And thence expell'd the heathen from their ſight, 
Where'er th' allotting line of meaſure fell, 
Were pitch'd the tents for Hass tribes to dwell : 
But tempting God, his covenant ſtill they broke, 
And the moſt high with bitter hearts provoke : 
Tarn'd, in their faithleſs fathers ſteps they go, 
Aſide they turned, like a warping bow: . 
| „ The 
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200 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Their idols, and high places of the grove, 


Then his fierce wrath, and jealous fury move: 
Exceeding was the fury of the Lord, 

Who heard, and //-ae/ vehemently abhorr'd : 

His ſacred tent in $h:{ he forſook, 1 
Which once he for his earthly dwelling took: 

He give his captive * ſtrength to foreign lands, 

His beauteous * glory into hoſtile hands. 

The fire conſum'd their youths, the brave, and ſtrong, 
Their virgin s praiſe inſpir d no nuptial ſong: 

Smote with the ſword, their prieſts reſign'd their breath, 
Nor wept their widows to bemoan their death, 
Then God, as one awak'd from ſleep, aroſe, 
As from the wine an hero ſhouting goes, 

Who ſtruck with ſore diſeaſe their parts behind, 
And to perpetual ſhame the foes conſign'd. 
Then he refus'd his favour'd Foſeph's tent, 
Nor his dread ark to Ezhraim's canton ſent : 
But the diſtinguiſh'd Fuda's tribe approv'd, 
And Son's mountain, which he greatly loy'd : | 
There 
« His ned i. e. the ark of his covenant, called the 


art of his firength, Pſal. cxxxi1. 8. it was captiv d DR 
the Philiſtines, 1 Sam. iv. 11. AINSWORTH. 


o His glory, his fairne/i, or magniſicence, meaning the 
art forementioned; as Phinebas's wife ſaid, The glory is 
departed from Iſrael, fir the ark of God i; talen , 1 Sam. 
iv. 20. 22. Alvswon rA. 
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There his high ſacred palace deign'd to found, 
With baſe, as ſtabliſh'd, as the ſolid ground. 
Wonted to tend the ſheep, and hold the crook, 
He from the. folds his ſervant David took: 

He took him from the teeming ewes, to feed 
Jacob his people, and his J#ael's ſeed : 

Who gave with upright heart his flock their fill, 
And led them by his hand with prudent ſkill. 


Mb. 


I 


PSALM LXXIX. 
A Pſalm of Aſaph. 


ARGUME N FT. | 
De Author was probably the fame Aſaph, who compog'd 
the Ixxivth Pſalm, which is upon the ſame Subject, 
viz, the Deftruftion of Jeruſalem by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. The Sixth and Seventh Verſes may be 
found Jer. x. 25. which is an Indication, that they 
both belong to the ſame Matter ; but whether Jeremiah 
took them from Aſaph, or Aſaph from him, is not 
certainly determin'd. PATRICK, NicHoLs, 
Mopo. 


God; a ſtrange and numerous heathen band 
Have made their inroads o'er thy choſen land: 
Thy ſacred palace baſely have defil d, 
And into ruin'd heaps thy Salem pil'd : , 


Thine 
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202 The PSALMS ff DAVID, 
Thine holy ſervants fleſh have giv'n to feaſt 
Th' aerial fowl, and earthy ſavage beaſt ; | 
Their blood, like water, pour'd the city round, 
_ Whilſt their unburied corſes taint the ground: 


Severe reproaches aggravate our fate, 


The jeſt and ſcorn of every © neighbouring ſtate : 
Still wilt thou, Lord, retain thy dreadful ire? 

And fhall thy jealous fury burn like fire? 

On heathen kingdoms pour the raging flame, 

Who know not thee, nor own thy pow'rful name. 
For they have eaten up thy Jacob's race, 
And made his tents a ſad and deſart place. 

Forget, O God, forget our former crimes, 

Haſte thy kind reſcue in theſe troublous times. 
May for thine honour we thine aid partake ; 

Our fins hide freely for thine honour's ſake, 
Why ſhould ſuch bitter taunts thy name defy ? 
Where is their God ? why ſhould the heathen * ? 
Now males it flagrant thro' their bloody hoſt, 


__ 


That vengeance waits them for thy ſervants loſt. 
Hear thou the ſighs, which the poor captives breath, 


Apd fave, thro' thy ſtrong arm, the ſors of death. 
| Give 


© This probably eh the Edomites chiefly. See 


Pſalm cxxxvii. 


PaTRICK, MuDGE, 
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Give back, O Lord, our neighbours ſcornful jeſts, 
Render them ſevenfold ſhame into their breaſts. 
Then we, thy people, from our thraldom freed, 
Thy ſheep, which in thy verdant paſtures feed, 


Ever and ever will confeſs thy name, 
And thro each age wil blazon forth thy 809 


3 dt 


PS A'L'M 1 

To the chief Muſician, upon Shoſhannim Eduth 
(the fix-ſtring'd Inſtrument of the ay} 
A Pfalm of 4ſaph. 


ARGUMEN T. 


gene refer it to the Captivity of Judah and Benjamin 
by Nebuchadnezzar, others to that of the Ten Tribes 
by- Salmanaſlar z but Biſhop PATRICK thinks it 
penn'd in the Time of Hezekiah, with regard to the 
Invaſion of the Land by Sennacherib. However 
Interpreters agree in the general Subject of it, that it 
ſets forth the Miſeries and Hardſhips of K cople of 
Iſrael under the Aﬀyrian Tyrants. And 10 this 
accords the Greek Inſcription, A Pſalm concerning 
the ¶MHrian. PATRICK, NICHOLS, | 


E AR, O thou ſhepherd, who doſt Iſrael ſeed, 
And, as a tended flock, thy Te oſeph lead ; 


Beam from thy preſence i in the glorious blaze 


Between the cherubiin thine healing rays: 
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204 The PSALMS ff DAVID, 
Come to our aid: 4 flir up thy wond'rous might 
In Benjamins, Manaſſeh's, Ephraim's ſight. 
Turn us again, O God, and cauſe thy face 
To ſhine ; and we ſhall own thy faving grace. 
© Lord of hoſts, ſtill ſhall thine anger flame 
Againſt thy tribes, whilſt they invoke thy name? 
The bread of tears thou doſt for food beſtow, 
And for our drink the copious tears o'erflow : 
We ſtand the prize of each ſurrounding hoſt, 
| Whoſe cruel mirth delights them at our coſt: . 
Turn us again ; cauſe, God of hoſts, thy face 
To ſhine; and we ſhall own thy ſaving grace. 
© A vine thou didſt from Egypt's ſoil remove, 
And plant it there, whence Canear's hoſts were drove; 


Thou mad'ſt its way with thy preparing hand, 


And ſpread'ſt its roots, which ran luxuriant o'er the land. 


Its ſhadow corer'd round the mountain's brows, 


As the tall cedar's were its waving boughs, | 


4 Theſe tribes are here join'd together, rather than 
any other, becauſe they were the three (as we read in 
the 2d of Numb.) who, when they were in the Wilder- 
neſs, always march'd behind the tabernacle, when it 
moved ; and had that part, where the propitiatory was, 
from whence God ſent his oracles, and the tokens of 
his power, juſt before them. Par RIck. | 


e Orig. Thou removedft a wine, i. e. a church, the 
eommonwealth of Iſrael : as it is written, The vine yard of 
the Lord of hoſts is the houſe of Iſrael, and the men of 
Judah are his pleaſant plant, Jer. v. 7. AINSWORTH. 


un PSALMS of DAVID. ay 

Its branches to the midland ſea were ſent, 8 

And to the f river's banks its ſuckers bent: 
Why baſt thou giv'n its fences to decay, 


That thoſe, who paſs, may pluck her grapes away ? + 
Beaſts from the field deſtroy her racy ftore, 
Her roots are ravag'd by the £ woodland boar. 
Turn, Lord of hoſts : O! now thine,eyes incline, 
Behold from heaven, and viſit this thy wine : 
The ftock, which thy right-hand did plant, and chuſe, 
The ſacred branch, made mighty for thy uſe : 
Cut are its ſhoots, and burn'd in numbers down, 
Blaſted they fall at thy rebuking frown. 
O! guard the man, whom thou didſt raiſe and chuſe, 
The fon of man, made mighty for thy uſe : . 
: Then we, O God, from thee will never fall, 
But on thy quick'ning name for ever call : 
Turn us, Lord God of hoſts, and cauſe thy face 
To ſhine; and we ſhall own thy ſaving grace. 


f That is, to the banks of Euphrates. 


s This may be underſtood of the 4/yrian king with 
his barbarous ſoldiers, who like a wild boar, and as fo 


many ſavage _ which break into a wize-yard, trod 


down all under foot, ſeeking to root up this vine which 
the Lord had planted, PaTricx. 
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206 The PSALMS of DAVID. 


GH OUT forth to God, our ſtrength, the joyful lays, 


When the new moon marks with its ſolemn ray 


Blow up the h trumpets : be this rite maintain'd 


PSALM IXXXI. 


To the chief Muſician, upon Gittith. A Pſalm of 
| Aſaph. 


TS Ret 1 


This Hymn was probably compes'd by Aſaph in David's 
Time, for the Uſe of the Congregation upon the Feaſt 
of Trumpets; to which the Blowing Trumpets, 
ver. 3. does refer. The New-Moon in the Month 
of Tiſri, when this Feaſt was celebrated, was the firſt 

Day of the Jewiſh Year, in which Time the World 
was ſuppos d to be created, the Fruits being then 
Ripe, and the Harveſt to be gather d in; which 
made it the moft joyful and glorious Feſtival of all te 
Year. Nichols. 


— Shout forth to Jacob's God triumphant praiſe : 
Join with the Pſalm the timbrel to the quire, | 
The lute ſoft-ſounding, and the pleaſant lyre , 


The time appointed, and the feſtal day, 


By 1/rael, as by Jacob's God ordain'd. 
FI 9 This 


b Of what this bowing trumpets is a memorial, *tis not 


_ eaſy to reſolve, Biſhop ParRIck ſuppoſes it to refer 


to 
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This was to Joſeph's ſeed his ftrict command, 
When he went out to viſit Pharaoh's land. 
When the ſtrange language, burſting forth aloud, 
Was heard with terror from the wond'rous cloud. 


No more the brick-kiln clay your ſhoulders ſtrain'd, a 


No more your hands the ſordid taſks diſtain'd. 
When call'd, I ſav'd you from the tyrant's face, 
I anſwer'd from the thunder's ſecret place: 
When ye at Marab's bitter waters ſtrove, 
Then I your faith, you did my proweſs prove. 


Hear, O my people, O mine {/ael, hear, 
Attend my cov'nant with a careful ear: 

Ye ſhall from foreign lands no god receive, 
To a ſtrange god nor bow, nor worſhip give: 
I am Jexovan, I am 1/-aePs God, 
Which thro' the ſeas from Agypt mark'd the road ; 
Should your defires gape for my bounties ftill 5 
Your open mouth mine ample ftores ſhall fill. 
Yet did my people more and more refuſe 


To hear my voice, nor would my conduct chuſe. 


Then 


to the ſound of the trumpet exceeding lond and pro- 
longed, when God himſelf appear'd on the top of 
mount Sinai. For the adjuſtment of the time to this 


conjecture, ſee his argument of this Pſalm, 
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208 The PSALMS FT DAVID, 
Then leftI them to act an headſtrong part, 
To take the counſels of their ſtubborn heart : 
O! had ye known, my people, to obey ! 


O!] would mine Jae! but have kept my way! 

Soon had I then reduc'd each haughty foe, +» 

Soon ſhould mine arm have laid their haters low : ' 

Theſe ſhould have feign'd to own my ſovereign ſway, 

And Ijazl's ſeed have flouriſh'd time away: | 

The fineſt wheat ſhould have encreas'd their ſtock, 
And honey fill'd them from the dropping rock. 


PSALM LXXXII. 
A Pſalm of Aſaph. 


ARGUMEN T, 


From a Reformation of ſeveral Abuſes, crept into the 
Court of Judicature in King Jehoſaphat's Time, 

Matters were in the Reign of Hezekiah grown into 
Diforder again, as Iſaiah complains 11, 12. And 
it is upon this Occaſion, that Aſaph, the Seer, wrote 
this Pſalm. PATRICK, Nichols. 


O! God is preſent to that aweful ſeat, 
Where the | vicegerent gods in judgment meet: 
How 


i As the 3 of the higheſt court are (Jer. xxvi. 


10. 11.) called princes, with reſpect to their ſuperiority 
| over 
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How long will ye pervert his righteous laws, N 
Accept the perſon, tho? unjuſt the cauſe ? 


—— 


— WE EI Rn n als \ = 
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_ Selah, 

Deal to the orphan, and the infant, right, 

Screen the poor weakling from oppreſſive might: 

From wicked, and tyrannick hands, ſecure 

The drooping wretch, and the defenceleſs poor: 

Nor know, nor learn they; but with blinded heart 
Led on, thy fundamental laws ſubvert. 

Gods are ye call d, and ſons of the moſt high, 

But fall as princes, and like men ſhall die. 

Ariſe, O God, judge and redreſs our wrongs, 

Since all the dad el carth to thee belongs. 


1 
* 
0 


over the . ſo here they are called Elabim, gods, 
in reſpect to the fountain of their power, which was from 


the mof? high ; who honour'd them with his own name. 
PATRICK, 


F | PSALM 
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P SAL M LXXXIIL. 
A Song or Pſalm of geri. 


47-0 _ E N T. 


It is the common Opinion, that the Combination of 


powerful Enemies, againſt whom the divine Afi france 
is in this Halm implor d, was that mention d in 
2 Chron. xx. in the Days of Jehoſaphat; and 
that the Author was one of the Pofterity of Aſaph 
in his Time, PATRICK, Nichols. 


EAR us, O God, nor let thy Ss wil 
Keep thee in ſilence, and remiſsly ſtill. 

For lo! thy foes in tumults loud unite, 

Thine haters toſs their heads in wild deſpight. 

In ſecret counſel they with craft agreed, 

Againſt thy people, and thy ſacred ſeed: 


Come, ſaid they, let us with concerted aim 
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Cut off their nation, blot out {/ae/s name : 
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Their hearts deviſe with impious amity, 
To ſtrike a ſolemn league, oppos'd to thee. 
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Edom and Thmael from their tents combine, 
Moab, and thoſe of Hagar's warlike line: 
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80 * Gebal, Ammon, Amalek, conſpire ; 

Philiftia's pow'rs with thoſe who dwell at Bre: 

Aſjria too pours forth its armed bands, 

And gives the | /ons of Lot its helping hands. 

Selah,” 
| Make them as Midian, = Fabin, a Si ra, N 
Whoſe ſlain the ancient Xion ſwept away: 
| Whoſe coarſes ſtrew'd the field of Endur round, 
Where their corrupted carnage dung'd the ground: 
Sink thou their chiefs to o Zeb's and Oret's ſtate, - 
Sink all to ? Zeba's and Zalmunna's fate: 

Who thought, like theſe, to take that pleaſant lan; 
Where thou didſt chuſe thy facred houſe ſhould ſtand. 
Juſt as a whirling wheel on ground inclin'd , 

Set them, O God 3 as chaff before the wind. 

Swift, as 2 flame devours the foreſt's leaves, 

Or mountains of their ruſſet graſs bereaves; 


P 2 M0 


« Gebal, chat is, the Gebalites, or Giblites, Joſ. xiii. 5. 


! The ſons of Lot, viz. the Moabites and Ammonites. 

m Jabin a king of Midian, ſlain by the an. 
Judg. iu. 24. 

n Siſera, Jabin's captain-general, deftroy'd by the 
hand of a woman, Fudg. iv. 21. 


* Zeb and Oreb, two princes « of the M;dianites, taken | 


by Gideon, Judg. vii. 25. 


p Zeba and Zalmunna, two of their kings, who un- 
derwent the ſame fate, Juag. viii. 12. 
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212 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
So let thy ſudden ſtorms their hoſts o'ertake, 

So let thy tempeſts make their chieftains quake. 
Cover their faces with abaſhing ſhame, | 
That they may ſeek, O Lord, thy dreadful name. 
Let them, for ever quell'd, confounded lye, 

Let them ſuppreſs'd with ſhameful horror die : 
That men may know, Jexovan is thy name, 


The fole ſupreme, who rules this earthly frame. 


A A 


! 


PSALM LXXXIV. 


To the chief Muſician, upon Gittith. A Pſalm for 
the Sons of Korah. 


%, 


AR G u ME N T. 


Interpreter are of Opinion, that this Pſalm was com- 
pos d upon the ſame Occaſion as the xlii. and xliii. 
when David fied before the Face of his Son Abſalom; 
but Biſhop PATRICK preſumes it might be written 

by ſome pious Levite in the Country, when Sennache- 
rib's Army had block'd up the way to Jeruſalem, and 
hinder'd them from waiting upon the Service of God at 
the Temple. PATRICK, NicHoLs, | 


TOW graceful are thy tents ! how fram'd to move, 

O Lord of hoſts, our ardent, rapturous love 
My ſoul pants for the joys thy courts afford, 
My heart and fleſh cry for the living Lord, 5 
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And yet the ſparrow finds an houſe to reſt, 
And the domeſtick ſwallow builds its neſt, 
To furniſh for it's young a ſafe abode, 
Ev'n round thine altars, Lord, my king, and God. 
Bleſſings are theirs, who in thy temple dwell, 
Who with continual voice thy praiſes tell. 
1 + 

Bleſſings are theirs, with make the Lord their ſlay, 
Whoſe hearts are fix'd upon his facred way : 
Who going thro” the thirſty 4 Baca's vale, 
Have him their fountain, which can never fail: 
His bleſſing will ſupply the copious rain, | 
Whilſt kindly ſhow'rs ſhall cover o'er the plain: 
Till gaining ſtrength from ſtrength, they all reſort 
To meet his preſence in lov'd Sion's court: 
My pray'rs, O God of hoſts, IEHOvAB, hear, 
O God of Jacob, lend thy gracious ear. | 

| Selah. 


Look down, O God, our ſhield, with favouring grace, 


Look down from heav'n on thine anointed's face; 
Ty þ One 


a The vale of Baca, i. e. of Mulberry-trees, which 
uſe to grow in dry places. This valley was near Je- 
ruſalem, as may be gather'd from 2 Sam. v. 22. 23. 
and thro* want of water might be "ay grievous to tra- 
vellers. AinSWORTH, | 
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2-4 The PSALMS of DAVID, 
One day within thoſe courts where God appears ; 
Is better than elſewhere a thouſand years, 

To keep thy doors in ſome near humble cell, 
Better than in the wicked's tents to dwell. 


For God, Jexovan, is a ſun, and ſhield, 


His grace, and glory, will Jefovan yield, 
To them hath every ſolid good conſign'd, 
Who walk before him with a perfe& mind. 
Jexovan, Lord of hoſts, O! bleſs'd is he, 
Who puts his never-ceaſing truſt in thee. 


PSALM LXXXV. 


To the chief Muſician. A Plalm for the Sons of 
Korah. 


A R GO U MENT; 


Amongſt various Opinions concerning the Occaſion of 
this Pſalm, it ſeems moſt probable, that it was com- 
pos d by Eſdras, or ſome other inſpir'd Perſon, upon 
and ſoon after the Reſtoration of the Jews, from the 
Babyloniſh Captivity, PATRICK, NicHoLs. 


T length, O Lord, our land hath felt thy grace, 
Who haſt return'd thy captiv'd Jacob's race: 


Thou haſt remitted all thy people's crimes, _ 
And hid the fins of paſt, revolting times, 


Ay 
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At laſt thou doſt thy wrathfull heat aſſwage, 
And mitigate the fierceneſs of thy rage: | 
Turn us, O God, ſtill thy falvation ſend, 
And bring thine anger to a final end. 
Ah! ſhall we dread again thy furious frown? 
Wilt thou for ever pour thine anger down? 
Nor keep us yet from ſad relapſes free, 
That all thy people may rejoice in thee ? 
Shew us thy mercy, O Jexovan, Lord, 
And thy ſalvation to each age afford. 
What God. the Lord, will ſpeak, in awful fear 
Will J with reverence and ſubmiſſion hear: 
For he will ſpeak to his loy'd Pa peace, 
And to his ſaints if they from folly ceaſe. 
Sure nigh the righteous is his ſaving hand, 
To give its ancient : glory to our land. 
Mercy and truth here find a meeting place, 
Juſtice and peace have kiſs'd in cloſe embrace. 
s Truth from the earth ſhall with new beauty ſpring, | 


And righteouſneſs from heav'n its influence bring: 
Fa - Ws 


t That is, we may hope once again to ſee glorious 
days in our land, or perhaps the glory, the Shechinah, 
the divine preſence reſident amongſt us. Mupes. 


5 Orig. Truth ſhall ſpring, or bud forth from the earth, 


i. e. the divine truth and faithfulneſs ſhall be mani- 
feſted 
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Yea, various good our gracious Lord ſhall yield, 
And rich encreaſe ſhall crown each verdant field: 
Before him t righteouſneſs ſhall pave the way, 
And from his paths our feet ſhall never ſtray. 


* 


PES A 
A Prayer of David. 


ARGUMEN T 


This Pſalm came not into the Hands of the firſt Col. 
lector of thoſe of David; but being found by him, 
who collected the Aſaphian Pſalms, and others of 
fome famous Authors, is here plac d. It is preſum'd 
to have been compos'd, during his Afliction under 
Saul or Abſalom: And that Hezekiah uſed it by 


way of Accommodation to that ſore Diſtreſs, into 


which he fell upon the Aſſyrian Invaſion. PATRICK, 
NicHoLs, X 


OW down, Jerzovan, thy regardful ear, 
Thy needy, and aMiQed ſervant, hear; 


Preſerve 


felted by the fulfilling of God's promiſe of plenty and 
proiperity to his people upon their obedience. Alks- 
WORTH, Mopo. | | 5 

t This place is variouſly interpreted. One ſenſe, 
given of it, is, He awill cauſe juſtice to go before him, and 
avill himſelf follow her N To this accord Alxs- 
woRTH, and biſhop Ha nE. But our tranſlators ren- 
der the latter clauſe, and ſhall ſet us in the way of his 
fieps, 1. e. He Hall go in the way of righteouſneſs, and 
wwe all tread in his jleps. 
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Preſerve my ſoul, O God, preſerve the juſt, 

And fave me, fince in thee I put my truſt: 

O! let thy mercies, Lord, deſcend on me, 

For day by day I cry aloud to thee. 

O Lord, my God, mine anxious ſoul rejoice, 

For unto thee it lifts its mournful voice : 

Thou, Lord, art good to pardon, art to all 
Plenteous in mercy, who for mercy call: 

Hear, when in pray'r, O Lord, I ſeek thy face, 
Attend me, when J ſupplicate for grace: 

"Tis thou wilt anſwer, when in faith I pray, | 
Oppreſs'd with grief, in the diſtreſsful day : 

What God with thee can equal glory ſhare ? 

And what amazing works with thine compare ? 

All nations, thro' this heav'n-wrought worldly frame, 
Shall bow to thee, and glorify thy name : 

Thine were the marvels of all ages gone, 

Tis thou art God thyſelf, and God alone: | 
Teach me to tread thy paths with heart fincere, 
And awe my ſoul, O Lord, with filial fear: 

Thy love confeſs'd ſhall all my mind engage, 

Fll glorify thy name from age to age: 


What language can thy numerous mercies tell ? 


' Thou haſt preſerved me from the loweſt hell. 


The proud, O God, have join d with envious ſtrife, 
And tyrant bands conſpire to take my life; 
With 
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"0 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
With cruel purpoſe they preſumptuous riſe, 
| Nor have they ſet thee, Lord, before their eyes; 
Thee, who art kind, whoſe truth, and mercy's ſure, 
Art good to pardon much, and much endur e. 
O! turn, and let thy gracious work go on, 
Strengthen thy ſervant, and thine handmaid's ſon. 
Some kindly token of thy favour ſhow, : 
Whence all my foes may bluſhing ſee, and know, 
"25M That 'tis thine arm, which is mine help, O Lord, 
„ | And that 'tis thou my comfort doſt afford. 


ts. - . » a. 


— 


Io 2 S A LM LXXXVII. 
A Pſalm or Song, for the Sons of Korab. 


ARGUMENT. 


776 preſum d, that it was written by one of the Korites, 
in commendation of Jeruſalem, ſituate in the holy 


Mountains of Sion (where David built his Palace, 
and afterward ſettled the Ark) and of Moriah, 


where Solomon built the Temple. Its beginning is 
very abrupt, but it expreſſes the greater Rapture of 
joyful Admiration, wherein the Eſalmiſt was. Pa- 
TRICK, NICHOLS. 
IF WAS on theſe ſolid mounts, this ſacred place, 
He caſt his beauteous. dwelling's laſting baſe : 
Tho? Jacob's tents Jexovan may approve, | 


Yet Sion's gates are his peculiar love: 
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The PSALMS of DAVID. 219 
What glorious things did former times unfold ? 
| What of his favourite city now are told? 
| Selah. 
My ſocial tongue the ancient rolls ſhall trace 
Of Balylm, and Egypt's ſwarthy race; 
Tell from Philiſtia's, Tyre's, Arabia's times, 
This man was the great produce of their climes; 
But muſt conſpicuous Sion far prefer, 
For thoſe illuſtrious worthies born in her: 
Since theſe the higheſt, by his nurturing care, 
Himſelf ſhall with his houſe eſtabliſh there. 
The Lord ſhall find in his enroll'd account 
The u nan, whoſe name will every name ſurmount. 
| ” Selah. 
Whilſt vocal quires, and joyful muſick bands, 
Here all have riſe, as ſprings from water'd lands. 

ks The manner of expreſſion in the orig. viz. fis 
nan wwas born there, denotes that ſome moſt important 
| Perſon is here pointed out; and Wells, in his comment, 
holds, that it evidently points at the Meſſab, obſerving 
with admiration, that other interpreters had not made 
this remark. Biſhop Hare thinks it an inauguration 


ode, and that this expreſſion refers to the then reigning 
prince, 
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1 


* 


PS A LM LXXXVIII. 


A Song or Pſalm for tha Sons of 1 to "ho 


chief Muſician upon Mahalaih Leannoth (a hol- 
low wind Inſtrument, like the Flute, proper for 
mournful Songs). Maſebil of Heman, the a . 


ARGUMEN T. 


This Heman in the Title cannot be the famous Singer i in 


David's Time, but was one of later date, deſcended - 
from Zerah of the Sons of Judah, 1 Chron. ii. 6. 

hence called an Ezrahite. Kimchi ſays, it . was . 
written in the Name of the Jewiſh People during - 


the Captivity, in the Language of a * Slave un- 
der his Chains. Nichols. | 


Lord, my ſaviour, from the morning's 1 7 
To thee I cry down thro' the darkſome night : 
Before thee let my piercing pray'r aſcend, 
And may thine ear my ſhrilling voice attend: 
My ſoul's o'ercharg'd with heavy loads of woe, 
And I'm juſt ſinking to the pit below - 
Thro' weakneſs faint, mine able ſtrength is fled, 
And thus I paſs, as number'd with the dead : 
Free, undiſtinguiſh'd, as the breathleſs brave, 
When lain, and mingled in one common grave: 
Whom thou no more beholdeſt from on high, 


| Snatch'd from thine hand they diſregarded lie. 


Laid 


| Pent from my friends, too loathſome for their ſight, 


The PSALMS DAVID. 1 


Laid in a dungeon low I'm left to weep, 
In diſmal darkneſs, and the horrid deep : 


Thy laſting wrath excludes me from relief, 


| SOAP with thine alien en- of grief. 


Selah. 


| Tr m cloſe confin'd, and-baniſh'd from the light : 


Mine eyes ceaſe not to mourn from day to day ; 


To'thee, O Lord, with ſtretch'd out hands I pray. 


= 


. What ! wilt thou to the dead thy wonders ſhew ? 
135 Shall the dead riſe and praiſe thee from below? 


Selah. 


| bal r favours in beg grave appear? 5 
Wilt thou thy truth in dark deſtruction clear? 


And all together daily cloſe me round. 


; Shall in that night thy wonders meet our eyes ? 
Thy juſtice there, where all forgotten lies ? 
Bat unto thee my cry, O Lord, was ſent, 

My pray'r the early day-ſpring ſhall prevent: 


' Why doſt thou, Lord, mine anxious ſoul deſert ? 


Why from my woeful ſtate thy face avert? 
From riſing youth I've ſuffer'd ev'n to death, 
Scarce kept my ſenſes, whilſt I drew my breath, 
O'er me thy furious ſtorms of anger ran, 


: Thy diſmal terrors have reduc'd my ſpan: 


Crouds upon crouds, as circling waves, abound, 
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222 The PSALMS of DAVID, 
To me, by thee bereft of neighbours, — | 
Each ſocial tie here in this darkneſs ends. 


PSAL 1 LXXXIX. 
Maſchil of Ethan the Ezrahite. 


A R G U M E N T. 
The Author, it is probable, like Heman, was of 4. T 
Family of Zerah, and wrote it during the Captivity, 
moſt likely in the Time of Jehoiakim, whoſe Misfor- 
tunes he ſeems here to deſcribe, almoſt in a Fit of 
D:ffidence, notwith/tanding the Promiſes of God made 

1% David. Nichols. 


HY mercies, Lord, ſhall be mine endleſs ſong, 
Thy truth be ever publiſh'd with my tongue: 
Still, ſaid I, ſhall thy mercy ſtand ſecure, 
Fix'd, as the firmament, thy truths endure. 
My choſen has my covenanted word, | 


My ſervant David took the ſworn record ; 

Th' almighty ſaid, Thy ſeed, till time is done, 

Shall laſt ; for ever will I build thy throne. 

The heavens, O Lord, ſhall fing thy wond'rous ways, 
Thy faithfulneſs the ſaints aſſembled praiſe. 
What mighty powers may with JeHovan vie? 

Who of th' illuſtrious tenants of the ſky ? 

God is tremendous in his holy ſeat, 


Where proſtrate legions tremble round his feet. 
Who 


* 
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Who is, O Lord ? who may, like thee, be found d-: 

The mighty Jah, with truth enrob'd around. | 

He awes the ſwelling ſeas : if he but ſay, 

Be ſtill, the loud, tumultuous, waves obey. 

He, like a wounded man, fell'd Egypt low, 

And his ſtrong arm diſpers'd the ſhatter'd foe. 

Thine, Lord, are heav'n and earth, thine to command, 

The world, and all its flores, are from thine hand. 

The North, and South, thou didſt, creating, frame, 

Tabor ſhall ſhout, and Hermon, in thy name: 

Thy mighty arm can every pow'r defy, x 

Strong is thine hand, and thy right hand is high: 

Juſtice and judgment round thy throne have place, 

Mercy and truth ſhall go before thy face. | 

Bleſſings are theirs, who know the joyful * ſound, 

They in thy face's light ſhall walk around ; 

Shall in thy name, triumphant all the day, oy 

Walk „ where thy juſtice points th exalted way. 

Thus on thy ſtrength their Glory muſt be born, 

And 'tis thy favour ſhall exalt our horn: 


For from JxnovVAR ' tis our ſuccours ſpring, 
The Holy One of Jjrael is our King. 
Then 


* Viz. The ſound of the trumpet, which fignifies 
the royal preſence of thy majeſty among them, and calls 
them to attend upon thee, Numb. x. 10. | . 


. 
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Then didſt thou make thy gracious will appear, 


And ſpeak in viſion to thine Holy Seer: 


One have I choſen from the field to crown, 


Endow'd with might, of valiant, high renown : 


My ſervant David deign'd I to appoint, 

And with my conſecrated oil anoint ; 

He thall be ſtay d with my ſupporting hand, 
And thro' mine arm ſhall every pow'r withſtand : 


No craft againſt him ſhall advantage gain, 


No ſons of malice give him laſting pain : 


"Before his face I'll cruſh his open foes, 
And thoſe, who hate him, with my plagues oppoſe ; 
My truth and grace ſhall raiſe his pious aim, 


His horn ſhall be exalted in my name: 
Far, as the ſea, his hand ſhall conquering go, 


And his right hand, where th' eaſtern rivers flow . 


Thou art my God, my Father, he ſhall cry, 

The rock of my ſalvation, O moſt high : 

Him will I place my firſt-born in the throne, 

His ſovereign power all earthy kings ſhall own ; 
To him no limits ſhall my mercy bound, 

My word ſhall ſtand thro' time's perpetual round: 
His ſeed chro- me ſhall never find decay, 

His throne ſhall laſt, like heav'n's eternal day. 


But 
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But if his children ſhould forſake my law, | 
And from my judgments ſhould their ſteps withdraw. 
Tf breaking with an high preſumptuous hand | 
My ftatutes, they contemn my dread command ; 
Then their vile ſins, and their perverſe neglect, 
My rod ſhall viſit, and my plagues correct. 

Yet will I make my mercy ſtill prevail, 
Nor ſuffer utterly my truth to fail. 
What my mouth promis'd will I not forſake, 

My covenanted word will never break. | 

Once have I ſworn, and by my ſanctity, 
To David will I not myſelf deny: 

His ſeed and throne ſhall never paſs away, 
Long as the ſan ſhall ſhoot the beaming ray; 
Or whilſt the moon, true to its heavenly place, 
A faithful witneſs, runs its monthly race, 
= | Selah, » 
| But now thou haſt rejected and abhorr'd, 
Thou haſt been wroth with our anointed Lord: 

Haſt made thy cov*nant void; thy ſervant's crown 
Thou to the earth haſt caſt prophaned down: 

| Haſt raz'd thoſe walls, which fenc'd thy city round, 
And his ſtrong holds haſt levell'd with the ground. 
He's turn'd his neighbour's ſcorn, an o_ prey 

To all, who paſs the deſolated way, 


* Thou 
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Thou armedſt the right hand of all his foes, 

Thou mad'ſt them all triumphant in his woes: 
His ſword has blunted in his bloodleſs hand, 

Nor gave him in th' embattled field to ſtand: 
Thro' thee we now lament his glory gone, 
Thou to the ground haſt caſt his ſhatter'd throne: 
His youthful days haſt ſhortned, ſunk his name, 
And cloathed him around with ſudden ſhame. - 


Selah. 


Thy face, Jenovan, wilt thou never turn ? 
And ſhall, like fire, thy flaming fury burn! 
Think on my time, my ſhort-liv'd fabrick ſcan, 
Why didft thou make fo frail the ſons of man ? 

What mighty man can ward the ſtroke of death ? 


hy Selah. 
When ſhall we, Lord, thy former mercies ſhare, 


Which in thy truth thou didſt to David ſwear ? 


Think, Lord, on the reproach ; think on the ſmart, 
With which the clamorous many wound our heart ; 
The foes, who vile reproach, Jrnovan, raiſe, 
Reproach on thine, and thine anointed's ways. 
Bleſſed for ever be th* eternal king, a 


For evermore Jenovan's bleſſings ſing. 


Amen, and Amen. 


The End of the Third BO OK. 


7 | | | The 
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The Fourth BOOK of PSALMS, 
PSALM XC. 
A Prayer of Moſes the Man of God. 


ARGUMEN T. 
It was a Meditation of the Authors, when the People 


offended ſo highly againſt God in the Wilderneſs, 


that he ſhartned their Lives to Seventy or Eighty 


Years at the moſt, and ſuffer'd them not to arrive at 


the Age of their Anceſtors, or of Moſes, Caleb, and 
Joſhua; whoſe Lives he prolong'd to an Hundred 


and Twenty Years. The Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
PaArRICE, Nichols. 


HOU, Lord, ſince time began his circling race, 
From age to age haſt been our dwelling place ; 
Before the mountains birth, or ; earth had frame, 
'Thou art for ever God, th' eternal ſame. 
Thou doſt reduce the duſt-fprung mortals ſpan, 
If thou but ſay,---” Return ye ſons of man. 
A thouſand years to thee, when paſs'd away, 


Seem but as one irrevocable day, 


8 2 | 1 


„This manifeſtly refers to the ſentence * d upon 
mankind, Gen, iii. 19, Hax B. 
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1 Or as a watch, when tranſient night is o'er; 
Man, on whoſe eyes thou balmy * ſleep doſt pour, 
Riſes, as graſs freſh with the dewy ſhow'r ; 
Which in the morn with ſmiling verdure blooms, 
In evening cut, it withers and conſumes. 
Thus we conſume, when we thine anger meet, 
When on a ſudden blaſts thy wrathful heat. 
For thou haſt ſnatch'd our dark miſdeeds to light, 
Our ſecret fins ſet in thine open ſight. 
Our days, whene'er thy fury rages, fail, 
They all are gone, juſt as a finiſh'd tale. 

At threeſcore years and ten life's bound appears, 
Or if our ſtrength extends to fourſcore years, 
All is but pain, our ſtrength is but docuy; 
Tis cut off quickly, and we fly away. 


But. 


* Heb. ZERAMTAM SEXAH, &c. Thou poureſi ſleep 
pon them, or moiſteneſt them with ſleep (be, with, being 
underſtood before Senabh) according to biſhop HaRE; 

who ſays from Le CLERe, that interpreters, following 
the Maſoretic pointing, have by a comma at Zeramtam, 
rent it from Senab, and ſo render'd it, Thou driveſt them 
away, as a flood; whereas Senah, ſleep, ſhould be join'd 
to it, and the place render'd, Thou doft irrigate ¶ moiſten) 
them ævith fleep; and they are in the morning, as the praſs, 
which ſprings up. So that the P/a/mift compares man, 
riſing from the refreſhment of fleep, to graſs, moiſten'd_ 
by the nightly dew, which in the morning wears a 
flouriſhing bloom, but in the evening is cut down and 
wither d. Hake. | EE. 
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But who doth weigh the fierceneſs of thy rage? 
Or with proportion'd fear thy wrath aſlwage ? 
So teach us, Lord, to eſtimate our days, | 
That we may fix our hearts on wiſdom's ways. 
Return, and ceaſe from wrath 5 thy grace reſtore ; 
Thy ſuffering ſervants, Lord, chaſtiie no more: 
Beam forth thy comfort, like the morning ray, 
That we may ſhout, triumphant, day by day. 
Long, as our ſorrows, cauſe our joys to laſt, 
May they compenſate for our evils paſt: 
Thus to thy ſervants let thy work be ſhown, 
And make thy glory to their children known : 
To us, O God, thy kindly looks afford, 
Unveil thy beauty, O Jeyovan Lord. 
Render the conqueſts of our hands ſecure, 


Vea our hands ls was 1 ſure. 


V Orig. even according to thy Hen fo is thy exrath. 
The 214 expreſſion is ſhort, and obſcure. The ſenſe 
according to biſhop Hars is, As is the reverence, with 
evhich thou art to 5 regarded, ſo great is thy indignation 
toavards thoſe, who fin againſt thee, and injure thy divine 


majeſty: both which are ann great. See his 
note. 


44.2 PSALM 
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PSALM XCI. 


A KO UV AM & MN t. 


The Occaſion of it ſeems to have been ſome great 
Peſtilence; and none ſo likely, as that in the latter 
end of David's Reign, when he number d the People, 
fer which God ſent his deſtroying Angel among ſi 
them; in which grievous Circumſtances, tis probable 
the Prophet, call d David's Seer, might teach him 
to recommend himſelf to the divine Protection in | the 
 Wirds of this Pſalm. PATRICK. 


HO in the ſecret place of God, moſt high, 

Shall dwell, will ſafe beneath his ſhadow lie; 
Th' Almighty's ſhadow : there I'll fearleſs ſay, 
O Lord, thou art my God, my rock, my ftay. 
Thee ſhall he keep with his protecting care, 
From the rank plague, as from the fowler's ſnare : 
Shelter his wings, his feathers ſafety yield, 
His truth ſhall be thy buckler, and thy ſhield. 
Thou ſhalt not moan the night for fear away, 
Nor for the ſecret * ſhaft, which flies by day: 
Not 


- 


z Shaft, 40 the defence is called, Deut. xxxii. el. v. 
16. The Chaldee calleth it the arrow of the angel 
of death, 


2 PSALMS of DAVID. 24x 
Not for the peſt, which in the darkneſs firays, 5 
Or * havock, raging with the noon-tide rays. 
A thouſand, and ten thouſand, on each hand, 


Shall fall, whilf thou, untouch'd, ſhall dauntleſs ſtand, 


Oaly thine eye the diſmal ſcene ſhall view, 

The ſad reward, which to th* unjuſt is due, 

Becauſe thou doſt to God for refuge fly, 

And make thine habitation the moſt high, = 

No ill ſhall thee befal, no blaſting pain, 

Thy ſacred tent no noiſome plague prophane. 

Commiſſion'd angels ſhall their care beſtow, 

To watch thy footſteps, whereſoe er they go: 

Up they ſhall bear thee, their entruſted one, 

Leſt thou ſhouldit daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone : 

Vipers and aſps thy bruiſing heel ſhall meet, 

b Serpents and dragons feel thy trampling feet. 

With help will I requite his zealous flame, 

Said God, and raiſe him, who hath own'd my name : 
24 wen 


2 Heb. Jasvp, havock, deſtruction. For this the 
Greeks read waſed, and render the following word 
Lohraim, meridian, which together ſignify the meridian 
demon. And upon this, the Greek fables are built 
concerning acon-tide demons, BYTHNER, HARE. 


b The ſenſe, as well as the old tranſlations, give 
reaſon to think the names of the pernicious creatures, 
here occurring, are all to be underſtood of /erpents, 
different from our 8:b/c verfion, Bochakr, PATRICK, 
Muvpce, 1 5 | | 
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When he ſhall call, I'll anſwer to his cries, 8 
And be his aid; who ſhall but fall to riſe: 
Mine arm ſhall fave him, till thro' flow decays, 
He ſhall depart, refign'd, and full of days. 
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P 8 ALM XCI. 
A Pſalm or Song for the Sabbath-Day. 


AR GUM E N I. 


Some. of the Jews have a Notion, that this Pſalm was 
compos d by Adam juft after his Creation; but this is 
only a Rabbinical Fancy. For no one can think, that 
Adam in Paradiſe ſhould make mention of Muſical 
Inſtruments, / Enemies, and of Mount Liba- 
nus (as ver. 7. 11.) Whoſoever was the Author, 
whether Moſes, as ſome conjecture, or David, as 
others, it is an excellent Deſcription of the different 
Conditions of pious and irreligious Men. e 
Nichols. 


IS good to bleſs the Lord with joyful praiſe, 
To ſing thy name, moſt high, in thankful lays, 
To ſhew thy goodneſs at the morning light, 


And tell thy truth and juſtice every night : 
Whilſt ten-ftring'd infruments the voices join , 
And lute and harp their ſolemn notes combine: 
With joy thy wonders fill my raviſh'd thought, 
II triumph in the works thine hands have wrought. 
How 
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_ How wiſely, Lord, are thy great works defign'd ! 
And how profound the counſels of thy mind ! 

To brutiſh men this is untaſted bliſs, 
Neither do thoughtleſs fools acknowledge this. 
Tho' when they ſee the wicked ſpring, as graſs, 
And blooming finners vulgar growths ſurpaſs, 

"Tis but to aggravate their quick decay, 

Whoſe early bloom for ever fades away. 

But thou, O Lord, enthron'd above the cy, 

To everlaſting ages art moſt high. | 

For lo ! thy foes, O Lord, thy foes ſhall fall, 
Th' unjuſt ſhall be diſpers'd, and periſh all: 

High, as the unicorn's, mine © horn ſhall grow, 

© Refreſhing oil ſhall chear mine aged brow. 
Mine eyes ſhall ſee mine haters end appear, 

The wicked's fall ſhall gratify mine ear: 

The juſt, like towering © palms, ſhall raiſe their head, 


In Lebanon as lofty cedars ſpread. 
| | Thoſe 


© That is, to ſmite mine enemies, Deut. XXXiii. 17. 
The horn ſignifies kingdom, and ſtrength and glory. 
And the Chaldee here tranſlateth it ſtrength. Alxs- 
WORTH. 

d Meaning, that ſtrength and chearfulneſs ſhould 
crown his old age. 

The quality of the Pali- tree is well known, which 
flouriſhes under preſſures, and ſo figures the flouriſhi 
eſtate of the godly always, as this place ſhews, Far 
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234 The PSALMS V DAVID. 
Thoſe in Jenovan's courts, when planted there, 
Shall from God's culture conſtant verdure wear: 


Fat ſhall they grow, ſtill with new vigour ſpring, 
And in their age a kinder produce, bring ; 

To ſhew the Lord is juſt : my rock he ſtands, 
And there is no injuſtice in his hands. : 


PSALM XCIIL 


ARGUMENT 
Some have conjectur d this Pſalm to be David's, tho” 
there is no Hebrew Title to aſcribe it to him, from the 
Inſcription of ſome Greek Copies, Gaon, Jarchi, 
Kimchi, and mo/t of the Jews, interpret it of the 
Meſſiah; and indeed ſeveral of them acknowledge, 
that he is propheſied of, not only in this, but in all the 


Pjalms, which follow unto the Hundredth, PA- 
TRICK, Nichors. 


HE Lord, the Lord Janovan, reigns on \ high, 
Array'd with might, array'd with majeſty; 
He's girt with ſtrength ; the world obeys his will, 
Its baſe to 'ſabliſh, its commotions ſtill: 
Of old is fix'd thine everlaſting throne, = 
Thou art the boundleſs, and eternal one: 


The 


Zzel. xl. 16. Sc. hence branches of it, worn in gar- 


lands, or carried in the hands, were ſigns of victory; 
Rev. vii. 9. AiNSWORTH. 
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The floods have rais'd, the floods have rais'd their voice, 
The floods have rais'd, O Lord, a troubled noiſe : = 
The Lord ſupreme is with puiſſance ſtrong, 

To calm the rolling crouds, and raging throng ; 
Tho? tempeſts roar aloud, and ocean raves, 

Yet he is mighter than its mighty waves: 

f Sure, Lord, is what thy voice orac'lar ſays, 
And truth becomes thine houſe to length of days. 


„ 


PSALM Xclv. 
AKGUMENT . 
There is no Hebrew Inſcription to this Pſalm, but the 
later Greeks entitle it, A Pſalm of David for the 
fourth Day of the Week, and if ſo, it reprehends 
the Corruption of the Magiſtracy in Saul's Reign; 
but Kimchi and Jarchi think it written during the 
Captivity, when the Heathen Magiſtrates and People 


did extraordinarily oppreſs the Jews. PATRICK, 
Nichols. | 


| Engeance, O God, vengeance, O God, is thine ; 
: Shine forth, O Lord, with beams of glory ſhine: 
Aſcend, thou general judge, thine awful ſeat, 
And paſs upon the proud the ſentence meet : 
How 
| f That is, ſure, Lord, are thy fœderal promiſes ; 
for it becomes not thee to depart from thy word, deli- 


vered to us by thine Oracle; but it is thy glory to ob- 
ſetve it facredly for ever. PaTRICK, 
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How long, Jexovan, ſhall the wicked ſtand ? 
How long triumphant proſper in the land ? 


. — 2 — * ö - * Wa TO ö 8 1 0 WE c „ 
4 — * * bay 1 «WS, 2 — 3 4 oC LIL xs NN N — E ©. % x AQ n 7 ». "1200 * - 
r — N Lone”. hg w 9 . a Sk; — 22 ” 23 vw © * 5 p 1 —— POS REUSE TI or _—_—> N rere * 1 - r— 
tier aha N er 7 K _ „ i ES Es - Ea WE 7 % 1 NF? 3 5 7 1 dl RES 9 E 1 Sd 
2 . * Wo * * Rt U Fa. 3 822 a g gt r . : 3 
wy : © 2 5 * by 4 SAA hd”, _— I > 83 = 
- « _— - Pn; ant 1 CY by rn Ya . - 2 . * r Jo — 2 r ub ts ve 2 
+ + d : * 2 x * 5 * ** HP 5 W : Far - a 8 
N o * e 3 TF 8 eee 
* * — ths 7 . i. as s - B - % 4 Sn! The GI A's » He * — 2 2 
. . 


* 
HAT 
Oe 
9 


en 
. 


Who form'd the texture of the chryſtal eye, 
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236 The 


How long ſhall evil workers, proudly vain, 
Foam out their ſwelling words of high diſdain ? 
Thy people, Lord, with ſhatt'ring ſtrokes they bruiſe, 
With rigorous hands thine heritage abuſe : 

The widow, and the ſtranger, treacherous flay, 
And ſnatch the helpleſs orphans life away: 

Jan ſhall not ſee, ſays their blaſpheming tongue, 
And Jacob's God ſhall not perceive the wrong : 
But ceaſe, ye brutes, ſuch falſhoods to deviſe ; 
Ye fools unconſtant, when will ye be wiſe ? 
Who planted firſt the curious ſpiral ear, 

Shall He, the aviſe artificer, not hear? 


Your thoughts and actions ſhall He not deſcry ? 

The Lord, who doth the Heathen's ways controul, , 
Shall he not puniſh the tranſgrefling ſoul ? 
Who, rich in knowledge, doth its depths explain, 
He knows the thoughts of man, that they are vain. 
Bleſſings are his, whom thy juſt judgments awe, 
He, whom, O Lord, thou teacheſt in thy law ; 


'To give him quiet from all anxious care, 


Whilſt for th' unjuſt their crimes the pit prepare. 


Whom once IEHOovan did his choſen make, 


He caſts not off, nor will his own forſake ; 


2 
Ss 
— 


De PSALMS 7 DAVID. 
Still juſtice ſhall its equal hand diſplay, 
Th' upright ſhall gladly ſee, and keep its way. 

Who ſhall riſe with me? who ſhall take my part 
Againſt the wicked, and the falſe in heart ? 

Had not. Jenovan lent his kindly aid, 

My ſoul had now in ſolemn filence laid : 

When, Lord, I faid, my foot will ſlide away 

From off its baſe ; thy mercy was my ſtay. 

When in my breaſt ſad thoughts perplexing roll, 
Thine healing conſolations eaſe my ſoul. | 
e Shall thoſe on judgment's throne meet in thy name, 
Who cruel wrongs by legal proceſs frame? | 
They run by troops to ſacrifice the good, 

As guilty to condemn the guiltleſs blood. 

But God, Jznovan's my defenſive height, | 

My rock, my hope ; he will their wrongs requite. 
He to deſtroy them will his power employ, 

Them in their wicked craft will God deſtroy. 


PSALM 


s The meaning is, wilt thou own for thy vicegerent 
in the government of the world the prince, that dries 
in — and oppreflions (like Pharoahb] and in 
creating pain and vexation to thy ſervants, as it were 


by law and ſolemn decrees? | Patrick, 'Hars, 
Muvpce, NEWS | 


—_— — 3 


2 A 
r ee eee 


— es vn tn 
=> 7 ww 
7 


= 45 > 
X 2 
TEST. ane => 


ho” 


K 
2 r 7 
—_ ———— 2 — - 5 
Hm 2 v4. —_— — CLE - 3 — _ + P64 = = 
coy TS * x Eee, ne rodch 8 rr Se 


. — — 


— 


as 
— 


—— —œä 


* of 263 „ 
* de. « —— — r 
. — 3 3 

2 


oy — * 


FI 


3232 n — 
> nmr a dire wn ꝗ—2— oe 
4 —— 


ms — — — EI — 
Þ = 4% — 7 — — — 
* 8 ä 8 — EIN ut . 
a - Soo DEN 2 3 * * n 2 — < 
— 2 — Chet s N » . 
* 


— wn = So os, 


8 
n 
n 
— _ I 
n 


4 44 % — CELESTE 
* ar aa | 


« . fax Ae — 
— oa * 2A — — 
— — " 
z Wl 8 8 2 
— * lerer 11 
— 3 ———— > 
EC — — n 
"> — =o —— 
r : 
- _ : 
= - * 


238 The PSALMS of DAVID. 


Sb ty 9 
Or be a : 
n 1 * n 
— R 2 1 2 22 re oo gt RO 
WS. 8 renn TIE Rea eddie oy: N a 
n S a b re a we umzu 
Pp Bo nl : Mo. i * . * * 


PSALM XCV. 
ARGUMEN T. 


Ck 
a 0 * ae 
E 
- er 


Ir was compos'd for publick Uſe in the Service of the 
Jewiſh Church, and, according to the Greek Inſcrip- 
tion, by David. Some think it relates to the Tran- 
ſation of the Ark, 2 Sam. vi. 1. but Grotius 7s of 
Opinion it was compos'd to be uſed in the Feaſt of 
Tabernacles, when they aſſembled to praiſe the Lord 
their God, and hear Inſtructions out of the Law 
and is therefore ud by our Church in the Entrance 
of our Morning Service for the ſame Reaſons, Pa- 
TRICK, Nichols. 


JoME, to JeHovan raiſe th* exulting voice, 

In God, our ſaving rock, aloud rejoice : 
Let us his preſence meet with thankful lays, 
Shout forth in tuneful pſalms triumphant praiſe. 
Jenovan's God, the great Almighty one, 
All gods muſt bow before his regal throne. 
1 | The earthly deeps confeſs his ſovereign ſway, 
1 As the high mountains his commands obey: 
He pour'd the ſca from his creating hand, 
And he prepar'd the dry, divided land: 
O come, let us 4400 the Lord, and bow 
With knees before our maker bended low. 


He 


He is our God, and we his people are, ; 
His -hand-led ſheep, which his green paſtures ſhare. 
Now hear his gracious voice without delay, 

Nor ſteel your hearts, as in the noted day, 

Wen ye at h Meribab did Moſes try, 

Or when at Maſſab, tempted che moſt high : 

There did your fires my pow'r provoking prove, 

| And ſaw my work, when they contending ſtrove: 
This people griev'd me forty twelve -months long, 
As thro' the deſart march'd the wand'ring throng : 
"Twas then I ſaid, Thro' error's various maze | 
They ftray with blinded. hearts, nor know my ways: 
To whom I ſwore, with furious wrath poſſeſt, 


They ſhall not enter mine appointed reſt. . 


h At Meribab, that is, in the contention, or provocation, 
as the Greek termeth it, the name of a place in the 


Wilderneſs, where {#ae/ contended with Moſer, and 


tempted the Lord, ſaying, Ii the Lord among us, or no? 
becauſe there was no water for the people to drink. 
Therefore he called the place Meribah { contention ) and 
Maſfſah (temptation). Exod, xvii, 1, 2, 7, AiNs- 
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PS ALM XCVI. 


„N M | 
I is inſcri'd in the Greek Copies, An Ode of Da- 
vid, being compos'd upon the Tranſlation of the Ark, 
and is extant in the 1 Chron, xvi. only differing 
in ſome few Particulars ; which Additions are ſup- 
pos d to be made by the Prophet Eſdras, upon the 
Jewiſh Re/toration after the Captivity, Nichols. 
ING a new pſalm to God, th' eternal king, 
Let all the earth to God, Jenovan, ſing ; 
Sing to Jenovan's name the thankful lay, 
Shew his ſalvation forth from day to day: 

Among the heathen ſpread his glorious fame, 
Among the lands his wond'rous works proclaim: 
Great is Jenovan, great ſhould be his praiſe, 

No other God your aweful fear ſhould raiſe: 
The heathen gods are yain, are idols all, 
He caſtthe heavens around. this earthy ball: 
Honour and glory ſhine before his face, 
And ſtrength and beauty in his holy place: 
Give, all ye people, to the Lord moſt high, 
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Give to Jexovan, pow'r and majeſty : 
Give to Jenovau's name the praiſes due, 
Approach his courts, your precious gifts renew: 
| Bo ]WCꝗ 
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Bow in his beauteous houſe, with reverence meet, — 
Let all the people tremble at his feet: | 
Publiſh the truth, amongſt the nations ſay, 

That great Jeovan bears the ſovereign ſway. 

He bids the 'ſtabliſh'd earth in quiet lye, 

He will with righteouſneſs the people try. 

Let heaven be glad, .and let the earth rejoice, 

Let the ſea roar, and iſles exalt their voice: 

Ye fruitful fields, your joyous cloathing wear, 

With dancing boughs, ye woods, attune the air 3 ; 
Before Jexovan ſound th' alarming call ; | 

* He comes, he comes to judge; and ſummons all ; 
To his juſt judgment all the world muſt ſtand, 

Which truth ſhall ballance with an equal hand. 


* This ſeems to be in view of ſome remark. 
able manifeſtation of divine ne providence, juſt then be- 
ginning to be exercis'd in doing juſtice to the deſerv- 
ings of mankind z ſome victory probably given to the 
Jewiſh nation, as in the g3th, Mupcs, 
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PSALM XCVI. 
A R GU ME Nx. 


The Septuagint Verſion entitles this, A Pſalm of 
David, when his Country was reſtor'd to him; 
which ſome under/tand of his Reſtoration after Abſa- 
lom's Rebellion But that is not probable, becauſe of 
the Mention of Idolaters and their Gods, ver. 7. it 
ſeems rather to refer to that Time, when he was made 
Maſter of all thiſe Countries, which God anciently 
deſign'd to be the Inheritance of Iſrael. It is alſ 

talen to be a direct Prophecy of the Kingdom of the 
Meſſias. PATRICE, NicHoLs. 


ET earth be glad, the Lord, IEHOVAk, reigns, 


Take up, ye numerous iſles, your joyful ſtrains; 


Around him dark, and gloomy clouds are roll'd; 


Juſtice and righteouſneſs his throne uphold: 


A fire from his dread preſence iſſu'd out, 


'The flames conſum'd his haters round about: 


His lightening's blaze illumin'd o'er the plains, 


Earth ſhiv'ring ſaw, as one in child-birth pains : 
The mounts before Jexovan melt away, 
Like wax, before his face's beaming ray: 
Who reigns the Lord : his juſtice heaven unfolds, 
And every land his glorious works beholds. 
| Abaſh'd 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 243 
Abaſh'd be they, who boaſt themſelves, and own © 
A graven image, and a god of ſtone: 

Who vainly to unſeeing idols bow : 

O! all ye | Gods, before him proſtrate low. 

Sion with joy IEHovAn's Judgments hears, 

And Fudah's daughters lend their gladſome ears: 
Above the earth, ſupreme in majeſty, 

Above all gods, thou art exalted high. 

Ye, who the good Jenovan truly love, 

By hating evil works your faith approve : ; | 

To fave his ſaints; he will their champion ſtand, | 
And keep them from the wicked's treach'rous hand: 
The = light, now ſown, ſhall future harveſts bring, 
Whence for the juſt in heart ſhall gladneſs ſpring. 

Ye righteous, ſerve the Lord with joyful praiſe, 
Record in grateful ſongs his holy ways. | 


| Heb. ELo-nim. All ye Gods, i. e. as the Greek 
. faith, all ye his angelt; ſee P/alm viii. 6. Unto this the 
apoſtleſeems to have reference, ſaying, When he bringeth 
Dis firft begotten into the world, he ſaith, let all the angels 
of God woxfvip him. Heb. i. 6. AinSWORTH. 

m Light is ſown. That is, comfort and joy is reſeru'd 
after trouble: Eſth. viii. 16. which, tho” it ſhould be 
hidden for the preſent, as ſeed in the ground, ſhall as 
certainly ariſe to the righteous, as corn atlaſt ſprings up, 
_ it hath lain all winter in the earth. AlxswOoRTRH. 
PATRICK, | | 
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PSAL M XCVIL. 
APS ATM. 
A R GUM E N I. 


The Greek Copies attribute it to David, from whencs 
tis apprehended to have Relation to fome of bis Con- 
queſts; if not, it might be compos'd in Immation of 
him by ſome Holy Man upon any remarkable Delive- 
rance, which Goll had newly granted to Tirael. But 
it is moſt probable, as the learned of the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian Mriters think, that it is a prophetical Ex- 
ultation for the Converſion 1 the Gentiles, Pa- 
TRICK, NICHOLS. 


ING bleſſings new in ſtrains of recent thought, 
Sing to JeHovan, who hath wonders wrought : 
He with his holy arm, and ſtrong right hand, 
Hath gain'd the victory for his [ae/'s land: 
The Lord hath made his great ſalvation known, 
To heathen lands his aweful judgments ſhown, 
His truth to Jae; and his love of right; 
Earth's diſtant ends have ſeen his ſaving might: 
Shout to Jenovan with triumphant noiſe, 
Shout forth, Oo earth, ſing praiſes, and rejoice 3 
Sing to JEHOVAH with the pleaſant lyre, ” 
Whilſt tuncful pſalms their vocal notes conſpire ; 
5 wich 
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With trumpets and the cornet's louder ſound, 15 
| Shout forth the King Jenovan's praiſe around : 
Let the ſea roar, and join ye iſlands all, 
The world, and they who tread this earthy ball : 
With daſhing Waves, ye fireams, the concert ll, 
Anſwer their joyful voice each ecchoing hill: 
Before the Lord ſound forth th alarming call, 
He comes to judge the earth ; and ſummons all: : 
To his juft Judgment all the world muſt ſtand, | 8 ; 
He deals forth right with an impartial hand. | 


i 3 
— — — _ — 
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PSAL " XCIX. 
ARGUMEN T. 

Thi Plum, which is attributed to David, by the 
Greeks, is deſigned to celebrate the Greatneſs of God, | | 
and his Right to the Homage of all the World from | 
his Power, ver. 1, 2. from his Righteouſneſs, ver. 
4. and from the actual Exercſe of his Government, 
his Favour to his faithful Servants, and his Puniſh- | l 
ment to the Rebellious, ver. 6, 7, 8. Mopox. | 


HE Lord, Jenovan, reigns,-- with aweful fear 
Let the mov'd world his ſovereign ſway revere ; 
Between the Cherubim he holds his place, 


Though earth in uproars tremble on its baſe : 
1 75 5 ES Sion 
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Sion hath his tranſcendent greatneſs known, 
And his ſupremacy the nations own : 

Let them confeſs IE HOovAn's glorious name, 
Holy, and great, and of tremendous fame. 
Juſtice and Mercy are the king's delight, 
For theſe in Jacob he exerts his might: 

The Lord is holy; praiſe him more and more; 
And at his footſtool worſhip, and adore. 

Moſes and Aaron thus were wont to join, 


And Samuel, ſeparate by a voice VIDE, 


| With prieſſly ſacrifice to gain his ear, 


They call'd upon the Lord, who deign'd to hear. 

n When from the ruddy, vocal, cloud he ſpake, 

'They kept his words, nor would his atutes break: 

Them thou didſt anſwer with forgiving grace, 

O Lord, our God, who humbly ſought thy face : 
But thoſe, who murmuring dar'd to diſobey, 


2 war - « 


Thro' vengeance periſh'd in their wicked way : 
The Lord is holy: praiſe him more and more; 
In holy Sion, God, our Lord, adore. 
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PSALM C. 
A Plalm of Praiſe. - 
ARG UM 


The Hebrew Inſcription of this Pſalm, which is at- 
tributed by the Greeks to David, is peculiar to its 
ſelf alone. And tis therefore entitled, A Pfalm of 
Praiſe, becauſe it is a Form of Thankſgiving, uſed 

5 at the Peace- offering, mention d Lev. vn, 12. 

as the Chaldee Paraphraſe obſerves, PATRICK, 
Nichols. 1 8 


x; E nations, with 8 ſhouts rejoice, 
| Shout to Jenovan with triumphant noiſe : 
With gladneſs ſerve him in aſſembled throngs . 
And come before his preſence with your ſongs: 
* God is Jeuovan, know the mighty name "2 
Not we our ſelves, he plann'd, and rais'd our frame: 
We are his people, and Eis tended ſheep, 
Whoſe eyes his flock in verdant paſtures keep. . | 


Enter 


o Our bible verſion has for the generality conform'd 
to the Jew ſuperſtition of converting the divine 
name, JEHovan, into the title of Lord; but tis very 
evident, that the whole beauty of this pſalm, which is 
addreſs'd to the nations, entirely depends upon the uſe 
of this name of the God mn 1/rael, in oppoſition to thoſe 
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248 The PSALMS FT DAVID. 
Enter his gates with thanks, his courts with praiſe, 
O! bleſs his name, your grateful voices raiſe : 
Ixnovan's good, his truth is ever ſure, 

His mercy ſhall from age to age endure. 


1 wo he 8 
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PSALM Cl. 


A Plalm of David, 


ARGUMENT, 


F ſeems to have been compo#d, when David firſt came 
to the Kingdom, whilſt he reigned in Hebron, 2 Sam, 


ii. I. before he came to the entire Poſſeſſion of the 
Monarchy. Herein he lays down ſome very wiſe and 
pious Reſolutions, which he preſcribed to himſelf in 
the Adminiſtration of his Government. PATRICK, 

Ni CHOLS, | \ 


Y tongue ſhall royal grace, and judgment ſing, 
I'll tune to thee my pſalm, eternal king. 
My courſe I'll keep in wiſdom's perfect Way, 
When wilt thou come? and when thy grace diſplay 7 
Then in mine houſe, to all thy laws reſign'd, 
I'll walk before thee with a ſpotleſs mind. 


Nothing of Be/ia/ ſhall my fight offend, 


* Mall th DEI from my boſom rend : Fg 
* 


of the heathen Gods ; ſuch as Baal, which ſignifies, 
Lord. And the fame remark wall hold of ſeveral pol: 
ſages * the Palas. 


The PSALMS. of DAVID. 249 
The wicked profligate, the ſoul unjuſt,. 
Shall fly my preſence, baniſh'd from my truſt: 
I' caſt the ſecret ſlanderer from mine ear, 

Nor the high look, or ſwelling ſtomach, bear. 
The faithful man, whoſe paths to virtue tend, 
Shall wait mine eyes, and be mine inmate friend, 
No ſycophants ſhall in mine houſe reſide, 

No liars ſhall before my face abide. 

Soon will I ſweep the wicked from the land, 
That in thy city they may ceaſe to ſtand. 


* 


PSALM cn. 


; 4 Prayer of the Afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, 
and poureth out his Complaint before the Lord. 


ARGUMEN T. 


The Chaldee Parapbraſe, and Kimchi, will have it to 
be compas'd in the Name of the Jewiſh Nation, dur- 
ing the Captivity, which is a very probable Conjecture. 
Maſt certainly it was anciently uſed by the Jews, as 
a proper Form of Devotion at a Time of Humilia- 
tion; and hence likewiſe it was adapted to the ſame 
Uſe by Chriſtians, this being one of the ſeven Peniten- 
tial Pſalms, Nichols. 


O not, O Lord, mine humble pray'r deny, 
But liften to my lamentable cry. 
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Hide not thy face in the diſtreſsful day, 

Nor from thy ſervant turn thine ear away ; 

But when I call, when in the time of need, 

Then anſwer me with acceptable ſpeed : 

My years conſum'd, like ſmoky vapours, fly, 
And, as an hearth, my bones are burnt and dry: 
As blaſted herbs, minehearty bloom is fled, 


And I forget to eat my daily bread. 


Mine utter'd groanings tell the grief within, 
My fleſhleſs bones cleave to the ſhrivell'd ſkin, 
In deſarts ſo the p Pelican alone, -- Eq 
Or Bittern, makes its ſolitary moan : | 


FThro' grief Iwatch, from others ſtand aloof, 


Juſt as a ſparrow on the topmoſt roof: 

Againſt me are my raging haters ſworn, | 

Who treat me as their conſtant jeſt and ſcorn : 
My bread's with aſhes ſtain'd, the trickling tear 
Streams in my cup, and ſadly mingles there: 
Becauſe, O God, of thine indignant frown, 
For thou haſt lift me up, to caſt me down. 


Like ſhadows are my days, which quickly paſs, 


Drooping I languiſh, like the wither'd graſs : 
| 2 But 


v The Heb. words, here tranſlated Pelican and Bit- 
tern, are variouſly apprehended by interpreters, but the 
idea of the pſalmiſt is ſufficiently conveyed by thoſe 
loneſome fowls. 5 


4. 
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But thou, O Lord, for ever ſhalt endure, 
Thro' every age ſtands thy memorial ſure. 
Ariſe, reverſe thy Sion's wretched doom, 
The time of favour, yea, the time is come. 
It grieves thy ſervants to behold around 
| Her pleaſing ſtones, ſpread o'er the duſty ground : 
The heathen ſhall, O Lord, thy name revere, 
And every earthly king thy glory fear : 
| When thou rebuilded Sion ſhalt reſtore, 
Then ſhall appear thy majeſty and pow'r. 
Him, who in captive bands diftreſsful cries, 
Thou ſhalt regard, nor his addreſs deſpiſe : 
This future times mall find upon record, 
And people, yet unborn, ſhall praiſe the Lord. 
Ir RHOvA from his holy place on high, | 
Look'd down, and caſt on earth his 83 eye; 
He ſaw ; and heard the priſoner's dying groans, 
And caus'd to ceaſe the deſperate's grievous moans : 
That Sion's choirs may magnify thy ways, 
And Salem's joyful tribes declare thy praiſe ; 
When all the people ſhall with one accord, 8 
And all the kingdoms join to ſerve the Lord. 
Me hath he weak' ned by a quick decay, 
Short'ned my days, and ſtopp'd me in the way: 

| NY Twas 
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*T'was then I ſaid, thine heavy hand forbear, 

O Lord, my God, thy ſuffering ſervant ſpare : 
Do not before the time diſſolve my frame : 
Thou art thro' every age th' eternal ſame 13 
Of old thou mad'ſt this globe of ſea and land, 
The heaven's too are the fabrick of thine hand. 
They all ſhall periſh, thou ſhalt ne'er decay, 
As a chang'd garment they ſhall change away ; 
Like a caſt garb, which eating time ſhall rend; 
Thou art the ſame, thy years ſnall never end. 5 
Vet ſhall our favour'd ſons enjoy the light, 
Their ſeed ſhall be eſtabliſn ' d in thy fight. 


— — — nh IEG N 
A - 
A Plalm of David. 


AG | 


The third, fourth, and fifth Verſes ſatisfy us, that the 
Author compos'd it after his Recovery from a danger- 
ous Sickneſs to a vigorous State of Health, PATRICK, 


Bleſs JEHovan, bleſs his holy name, 

My foul, and all that actuates my frame: 
'Blefs thou Jenovan ; O my ſoul, regard, 

In conſtant thought his manifold reward : 

' Cy Who 
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Who for thy various fins his pardon ſeals, | 
And all thy pains in gracious kindneſs heals, 

Thy life who reſcues from the pit below, 

And with his tender mercies crowns thy brow. 

Who for thy food abundant plenty pours, 

Thine, as the new-plum'd Eagle's youth, 4 reſtores, 

Righteous in judgment is th' eternal God 
To thoſe, who ſuffer from oppreſſion's rod. 

For this he ſhew'd each mighty, wond'rous, deed 

To Moſes, and his works to Iſrael's ſeed : 

The Lord is gracious, and of mercy ſure, 


And good to pardon much, and much endure t 
He doth not always for our frailties chide, 

\ Nor wills for ever that his wrath abide : 5 A 
Oft he his threat'ned puniſhment revokes, | ” "lt 
Nor equals to our fins his vengeful ſtrokes. 

As heaven capacious to this earthly frame, 1 

Such is his love to thoſe, who fear his name: | | ; 

He ſets the fins from the remorſeful breaſt | 

As far as eaſt is diſtant from the welt ; . f ; 

S | | juſt 0 


4 Orig. Thy youth is renewed like the Eagle's, which 
caſteth its feathers yearly, according to AinSWORTH, 
but as ByTanes ſays, once in ter years; when being 
clad with new plumage, it ſeemeth freſh and young, 
flyeth high, and liveth long, ſo Jai. xl. 31. But 2 
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Juſt as a father to his fon is kind, 
Such is Jeovan to the pious mind : 
'To our weak frame his thought 's benignly juſt, 
For he 3 that we are but duſt. 


For men, their days are as the withering graſs, 
As flowers which bloom, and then their beauties paſs : 
The blaſting wind juſt ſkims them ſmiling o'er, 
They're gone; -- and grace their native place no more. 
Still to the juſt his ceaſeleſs goods deſcend, 
To bleſs their childrens children without end; 
Who will not from his gracious word depart, 
And keep his precepts in their conſcious heart. 
Enthron'd on high IEHOVAEH governs all, 
The heavens above, and earth's encompaſs'd ball : 
All ye his angels, bleſs th' eternal Lord, 

Be ſwift to hear, prompt to perform his word: 
O bleſs the Lord, ye hoſts, who wait his will 

; Around his throne, and his commands fulfill ; 
Bleſs, all his works, th' artificer divine, 


To bleſs the Lord, my ſoul, the general concert join. 


that wait upon the Lord, Gall renew their firength, they 
ſhall mount up with qvings as Eagles. AlNxswWOoR TA. 
BTTHNER. | : 


% „ 
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4 


PSALM CIV. 
ARGUMENT. 


The Greeks inſcribe it, A Pſalm of David on the 
Creation of the World; and they are herein follow'd 

| by the Latin, Syriac, Arabic, and Ethiopic 
| Perſions. To confirm it for David's, Aben Ezra 
obſerves, that it begins, juſt as the fon Pſalm, 
which is aſcribd to him, ends; and it celebrates 
the mighty Power and Goodneſs of God in the Fabrick 
of the World ; as the former doth his Benefits to him- 


ſelf, and the reſt of the Children 7 Men. Pa- | 


TRICK, Nichors. 


AKE, 0 my ſoul, Jenovan's praiſe thy theme; 
| O Lord, my God, above all things ſupreme, 
Bedeck'd with majeſty, with glory bright, 

Thou art, as with a robe, array'd in light. 

_ *Twas he, who ſpread the curtain of the iy, 

Th' extended heav'ns, a ſhining canopy. 

| He floor'd his chambers with th' ethereal floods, 
And for his chariot rang'd the paſſive clouds. 
He walks upon the wings of rapid wind, 

His angels fly in fiery flames behind, 
Attendant ſpirits : *twas he laid the baſe 

Of earth, and fix'd its ever-"ſtabliſh'd place. 


The 
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The waters, as a garment, wrapp'd it round, 
And ftood above the mountains riſing ground: 
When thy moſt dread rebuke forbade their ſtay 
In thunder's voice, -- they fled in haſte away ; 
Ruſh'd up the * mounts, down to the vallies flow'd; 
To take the place thy planning wiſdom ſhow'd. 
When thou didſt fix their everlaſting bound, 
And ſweep their covering from the verdant ground : 
Didſt ſend their ſprings amidſt the ſloping hills, 
Which run along the dales in winding rills. 6 
There the wild aſſes quench their thirſty heat, 
Beaſts of the field their cooling draughts repeat : 
Birds of the air in neighbouring buſhes dwell, 
And from their boughs thy praiſe their voices tell. 
He wat'reth from his ſtores the mountain tops, 
The teeming earth is fill'd with wond'rous crops 
And, thus refreſh'd, graſs for the cattle ſprings ; 
His rain for man the various herbage brings ; 

This 


It ſuits beſt with the connexion of this place, to 
underſtand-it concerning the tempeftuous driving of the 
watery element, when it cover'd the terreſtrial parts of 
the world, by the divine power, into its prepar'd recep- 
tacles. And accordingly Mr. Mv pc notes, that a no- 
ble image is here loſt by our tranſlators, who ſeem not 
to apprehend, that the P/a/mift here deſcribes the mo- 
tion of the waters along the mountains and vallies, 
when at God's command they hurried away from the 

ſurface of the earth into the places aſſign'd for them. 


. 
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This gives the food the huſky grains incloſe ; SE 
Hence wine to glad the ſoul its joy beſtows ; 
Oil doth to man the chearful face impart, 
And bread enlivens, and ſupports his heart. 
| The 5 trees are ſap- full, planted by thine hand, 
Which in thy Lebanon, Jexovan, ſtand: | 
To nurſe the birds their rocking boughs combine; 
The ftorks for reſt ſoar to the lofty pine : 
The untam'd goats their high-hill'd refuge know, 
The conies ſkulk in cavern'd rocks below: 
To point the ſeaſons the pale moon attends, 
The ſun performs his courſe, and then deſcends : 
"Tis thou doſt ſpread the ſable ſhades of night, . 
Which to their food the forreſt's beaſts invite: 
The young and ramping lions roar for prey, 
And take their meat from God before the day; 
The ſun ariſeth, and they ſeek around | 
Their dens obſcure, and couchant preſs the ground, 
Man in the morn to daily labour goes, | 
And tir'd, returns to take the night's repoſe. | 
What works thy pow'r and wiſdom, Lord, afford! 
All earth is with thy living wonders ſtor d. | 

8 Kinds 


Ul 


5 Orig. the trees of JEHovan. This is after ex- 
pounded, which he planted. And they mean trees of 
2 inal growth, never tranſplanted, Aach as the ſtately 

luxuriant cedars of Libanus. So the Chaldee tranſ- 
look. Trees, which the Lord created, AixSWORTH. 


Wu -_ EN. 5 


r „„ fam 
"4 n _—_ 


OL i a Es 
a” a ea 


258 The PSALMS of DAVID 
Kinds great and ſmall crowd the capacious deep, 
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Ruſh thro? its waves, or on the bottom creep: 
There go the ſhips; there midſt its boiſterous ways, 


» 

4 
1 
* 

* 


t Leviathan, thy creature, ſportive plays. 
Theſe wait on thee, theſe all on thee rely, 
Who in due ſeaſon may'ſt their meat ſupply : 
They reap the fruit of thy diſpenſing care, 
The goods, thy bounteous hand beſtows, they ſhare. 

Thou doſt but hide the beamings of thy face, 

And they with drooping heads decline apace ; | 
Thou ſayſt, Be ſtopp'd their breath, ---with inſtant pain, 
They die; and to che duſt return again. 

Thou ſendeſt forth thy ſpirit, then they live, 

Nature looks gay, and all things round revive. 

The glory of the Lord ſhall ever laſt, 

Thoſe works ſhall pleaſe Kim, which his hand has caft. 
Earth conſcious trembles at His aweful look, 

He doth but touch the mountains, and they ſmoke. 
I'll ſing my God wit mine extremeſt breath, 

I'll praiſe Jenovan till the ſtroke of death. 

Sweet meditation ſhall my mind employ, 

The Lord ſhall . my thoughts with anda joy: 
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15 Leviathax. The æohale, or ſea dragon, according 


to the Seventy, and P/al. lxxiv. 14. Job. xl. 20. 
AINSWORTH, BYTHNER. 
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Hence, ye prophane, ye execrable band, 
God will conſume, and ſweep you from the land, 
But thou, my ſoul, in blefling ſtrains adore | 
The Lord, eternal, all-creative pow'r. 


þ 


VIA ©. 
ARGUME N T. 

This Pſalm te ver. 15. is aſcriÞ'd to David, 1 Chron. 
xvi. It was afterwards alter'd to what it flands 
here; but whether that was done by David's own, 
or ſome more modern Hand, is not fo certain. It 


contains an Hiſtory of God's various Providences to 
the Jews. PATRICK, NICHOLS. | 


ALL on Jexovan's name, confeſs the Lord, 


put his ſtupendous actions on record: 


Sing, ſing your pſalms, the riſing numbers ſwell, 
And let your talk his various wonders tell : 

Boaſt in his holy name with glorious voice, 

Let them, who ſeek the Lord, in heart rejoice. 

Seek ye the Lord, and his protecting pow'r, 
! ſeek his beaming preſence evermore. 
Think on the works, the marvels he hath done, 
The judgments paſs'd from his tremendous throne, 
O ye, bis faithful ſervant Abraham's race, 

Ye ſons of Jacob, choſe in Eſau's place | 

| S 2 He 
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260 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
He is JEnovan, he is Jas God, 
Who awes the earth with his judicial rod : 


He bears his promiſe ever in his mind, 


His ſacred word can never ceaſe to bind: 


Who gave to Abrabam firſt his plighted troth, 
Then made to J/aac his repeated oath : 


To Jacob, and to Jrael, the decree 


Stood for a u ce nant of eternity. 

Saying, I give you Canaar's plenteous land, 
Each tribe its part from mine allotting hand. 
Then were our ſires but few, few and unknown, 
Inhabiting a country, not their own : 

To this, and to that kingdom, forc'd to as 
Strangers in all, they wander'd to and fro. 

But yet the wand'rers did his care partake, 

Yea mighty kings reprov'd he for their ſake: 
Touch ye not mine anointed ; hold your arm, 
And, to my ſacred prophets, do no harm. 

A dearth enſu'd, ſoon as the word he ſpoke, 
And in their land the v f of liſe was broke. 


'Then 


«» Heb, BxysriTH GHNoLam : which is render'd by 
AlnHsSWORTH, @ covenant of —— meaning a cove- 
nant not to be revok' d. 


„Orig. The ſtaff of bread, in that it ſupports life. 
Palm civ. 15. ſo bread is call'I Lev. xxvi. 26. Exel. 


The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Then was the princely Jeſeph ſent a ſlave, 
Redeem'd from death the Patriarch nuke to ſave : 
Around his feet the cramping fetters clung, 
His grieved ſoul the galling irons wrung : 
The time approach'd for his foretold releaſe, 
JeHovan's word mult ſtand ; his trials ceaſe : 
The ruler of the people ſet hifn free, 
The king reſtor'd him glorious liberty : 
The ſovereign in the priſoner now confides ; 
Lord of his houſe, he o'er the realm preſides : 
That to his mind his princes he might draw, 
And teach his elders wiſdom's ſacred law : 
"Twas then to fertile Egypt Jae! came, 
And Jacob ſojourn'd in the land of Ham: 


Thro'ꝰ great increaſe his people's number roſe, 


Which made them ſtronger than the native foes : 


To deadly hate he turn'd th' Egyptians hearts, 
Who vex'd his ſervants with enſnaring arts: 
He choſe out Moſes, to fulfill his mind, 

And Aaron, for the ſacred charge deſign'd. 
Who brought on Egypt plagues, divinely ſent, 
And ſundry ſtrokes of wond'rous puniſhment. 


Lo! Mofes ſpread, thro' God's expreſs command, 


Blackneſs of darkneſs o'er th* Egyptian land. 
3 9 
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262- The PSALMS of DAVID. 
The Mile's converted into ſtreaming gore, 

And ſhoals of putrid fiſh infe& the ſhore : 
Millions of frogs leap croaking all abroad, 


And make ev'n rooms of ſtate their ſtrange abode. 


He ſpake, and clouds of flies their coaſts alarm ; 


Then filthy lice around their borders ſwarm : 
Inſtead of gentle and refreſhing ſhow'rs, 

The Lord a rattling peal of hailſtones pours : 
Amaz'd they ſee the lightnings downward trail, 
And lick the relicts of the pelting hail : 

Down grapes and figs in wild confuſion ſpread, 
Mix with the vines and trees, thro” blaſting dead; 
He ſpake, and canker-worms, and locuſt bands, | 
With flying troops, advance to ſpoil their lands : 
The winged peſt conſumes the herbage round, 
Devours the graſs, and fruit of all the ground: 


At length the ſuffering land bereav'd bewails 


The prime of all their ſtrength, the firſt-born males. 
With precious loads enrich'd, the wand'ring throng, 
Without one feeble perſon, march'd along : 
Their exit gave the trembling inmates joy, 
For fear new plagues ſhould their remains deſtroy. 
A cloudy pillar kreen'd them thro' the day, 
By night an heav'nly fire illum'd the way 

* They 


+ 
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They aſk'd, and were with ſhow'rs of dainties fed, 
With quails delicious, and with heavenly bread; 
He ſmote the rock; obedient to his hand, 
The ſtreams, like rivers, waſh'd the thirſty land: 
To Abraham he had paſs'd his ſacred word, 
And he was mindful of the ſure record: 


From Egypt's coaſts he led his choſen out 
With joy, his tribes with a triumphant ſhout. 
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Then gave he them the heathens fertile plains, 
Who ſeiz'd the fruit of their manuring pains : 

That they might own his laws, and keep his ways: 
O ye, his people, give JzHovan praiſe, 
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* 


— Mi. 


PSALM CVL 


AR G UM NT. 
Dr. HAuMoxp, and Biſhop PaTRICK, are of 
Opinion, that this is one of the Pſalms which David 
deliver d to Aſaph and his Brethren, 1 Chron. xvi.7. 
and that it refers to thoſe taken Priſoners by the 
- Philiſtines in the Days of Saul. But Dr. NicgoLs 
thinks it to have been compos'd during the Captivity ;, 
it ſeeming to have been us d as a Form of Prayer, when 
the Jews, under that great Afliction, thought fit to 
acknowledge their National Sins, which had brought 
down thoſe heavy Fudgments of God upon them. 
PATRICK, NICHOLS. 


RAISE ye, and bleſs, the good Jenovan's name, 
”- His mercy laſts for evermore the ſame: 


What language can IEHOvAn's acts rehearſe ? 


Or who can ſing His praiſe in equal verſe ? 


Bleſſings are theirs, who all his laws obſerve, 
Who never from his righteous judgments ſwerve. 
As on our fires thou didſt thy grace beſtow, 

O ! viſit me with thy ſalvation now; 

That I may ſee the joys, conferr'd on thine, 

Feel the bright beams, which on thy nation ſhine, 
That all their happineſs may heighten mine, 


Yet 
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Yet we, as heedleſs of thy promis'd bliſs, 
Have ſinn'd againſt thee, and have done amiſs ; 
Thy works in Agypt our weak fires forgot, 
Thy numerous mercies they remembred not. 

The ſea, ev'n the Red-ſea, but ſhew'd its waves, 
When from their Saviour turn'd the reſcu'd * : 
Yet for his glory's ſake he ſav'd them ſtill, 

To prove what mighty pow'r attends his will : 
The ſea with his rebuke he deign'd to ſweep, 
And led them thro” the wild, as thro” the deep: 
Sav'd them in the purſuit from Pharoab's land, 
And ſtill redeem'd them from his hoſtile hand: 
On either ſide ruſh'd down the watery wall, 

No foe was left, the floods o'erwhelm'd 'em all : 
'Then they believ'd his covenanted word , 

And ſang the praiſes of th' almighty Lord. 

But quickly they forgot his wond'rous might, 

Dar'd wave his conduct, and his counſel ſlight. 
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They cry'd for more, mindleſs of favours paſt, 
And tempted God along the deſart waſte: 
He gave them fleſh, nor would their luſts contront, 
Which turn'd to leaneſs in their ſtubborn ſoul : 
To Moſes did they grudge the chief command, 
And Aaron, dread Jenovan's prieſt, withſtand : 
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The earth then apening, cover'd Dathan o er, 
And ſwallow'd up Abiram's impious pow'r ; 
An heav'nly fire, ranging their camp about, 
Burnt up the bands of Korab's wicked rout : 
At Hereb's mount they caſt a molten brute, | 


Made to a golden calf religious ſuit : 


Thus took they for the radiant * Shechinah, 


The likeneſs of an ox, that eateth hay. 


Thus early they forgot their Saviour God, 

Who ſcourg'd th'./Zgpytians with his wond'rous rod: 
Who wrought ſuch mighty deeds on Pharoah's coaſts, 
And pour'd his ſtorming terrors on his hoſts. 
Then did he ſpeak enrag'd, his thunder reach; 
But Maſes ſtood before him in the breach; 

His choſen ſtood, his anger to aſſwage, 

Leit he ſhould flay them in his furious rage. 

Yea, they deſpis'd, tho* raeÞs promis'd heirs, 

The voice, which made that pleaſant country theirs ; 
They murmur'd in their tents, refus'd his word, 


Nor heard the orders of th' almighty Lord. 


* Heb. KERHO-D HAM. Their glory, viz. the She- 


chinab, or glorious preſence of the majeſty of God, 


(Exod. xxiy. 16, and 17.) which, appearing in che 
cloud, had done many wonders for them. PATRIck. 


3 5 * 27, Therefore he lifted up his hand againſt 
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Then did he with a ſolemn oath prepare 
To execute his wrath, his arm to bare: 
Them and their ſeed to puniſh with his hand, 
And ſcatter them thro? every heathen land. 
Thro' ſtrange conjunction to ® Bel-phegor led, 
They bow'd, and ate the offerings of the dead: 
Their vain inyentions did his rage provoke, 
When thro? their camp a dire contagion broke : 
The ſinners zealous Phinehas flew, and pray'd, 


And then the crime was purg'd, the plague was ſtay d: 


Which act for juſtice ſignaliz d his name, 
Thro' all the records of religious fame. | 
At Meribah they ſtrife incenſing make, 
Where Mo/es ſuffer'd for the people's ſake ; 
The meekeſt ſoul, with fell reſentment ſtung, 7 
Burſt unadviſed ſpeeches from his tongue, 

They did not, as enjoin'd, the nations ſlay, 

But with the heathen mix'd, and learn'd their way : 
They ſerv'd their gods, which prov'd their dreadful ſnare, 
And dar'd to devils ſacred, altars rear ö 


Wd 


Their 

2 Heb. BAAL-PEOR, Greek, BEL-PHEGOR, the idol 
of the Moabites, and Midianites. Baal is by interpreta- 
tion, a lord, or patron; by which name it is probable, 
that the heathens call'd the /n, or ſome far, as noted 
on Lev, xviii. 21. Peor, or Phegor, was the name of 


a mountain, Numb, xxiii. 28. and of the idol chere wor- 
#ipp'd, Numb. xxv. 17. AlxswokrR. 
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268 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Their ſons and daughters crown'd the horrid piles, 
Their ſons and daughters blood the tones defiles ; 

To Caanan's gods is pour'd the ſtreaming gore, 

And all the land's with blood polluted o'er. 
Thus did their wicked works their ſouls diſtain, 
Who went a whoring with inventions vain. 
Then roſe the kindled anger of the Lord, 

And he his choſen heritage abhorr'd; 


Sent them to hated heathen ruler's lands, 
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Their foes oppreſs'd them, humbled to their hands : 
Often he ſav'd them, yet their froward will 
Provok'd his rage, and he reduc'd them ſtill : 

But when he heard their lamentable cry, 
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'Then he look'd down with pity from on high ; 

Deign'd, mindful of his cov'nant, to relent, 

And, after his abundant grace, repent; 

When captiv'd, and of neighbouring hoſts the prize, 

He gave them favour in their conquerors eyes. 

Save, Lord, and bring us from the lands, to praiſe 
| Tnine holy name, and triumph in thy ways: 

To Ifael's God, the everlaſting king, 

Jenovan, never- ceaſing praiſes ing : 

Theſe let his tuneful choirs with joy record; | 

Say, all ye tribes, Amen 5 praiſe ye the Lord. 
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The End of the Fourth BOOK. 
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The Fifth BOOK of PSALMS. 
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PSALM Cl. 
AR GUM E N T. 


if we may conjefture from the Connexion of this with 
the foregoing Pſalms, it was compos d by David, who 
having in the 105th put the Jews in Mind of the 
Promiſes, made to the Patriarchs, and of the Bleſ- 
fongs beſtow'd on their Poſterity ; and in the To6th 
of their Ingratitude for them, and its conſequential 
Puniſhments ; declares in this Pſalm the wonderful 
Kindneſs of God in their Freedom from Slavery, and 
in his careful Providence over all Mankind, Ac- 
cording to Dr. Nichols, it commemorates their 
Deliverance from Captivity z and then it muſt have 
an Author after that Time. PATRICK, Nr- 
cos. b 


OOD is Jezovan, bleſs his holy name, 
His mercy laſts for evermore the ſame : 


This let the Lord's redeem'd exulting ſay, 
Whom he redeem'd, when they in durance lay; 


And brought them, to their land reſtor'd, and free, | 


From eaſt and weſt, from north, and from the ſea : 
Thro' wilds by none of human kind poſſeſt, 
| Wand'ring, they found no city, where to reſt, | 
| With 
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With ſpirits ſpent thro” thirſt and hunger's pain, 

They cry'd unto the Lord, nor cry'd in vain: | 

He heard their moans, and led the dang'rous way 

To choſen Salem for their ſettled ſtay. 

Oh ! did men own JE HOvAn's wond'rous grace, 

And tell his marvels, ſhewn to Aan race 

For he with bounteous hand diffus'd his good, 

Drink to the thirſty, to the hungry food. 
Who fat in darkneſs, and death's baleful ſhade, 

In ſorrow bound, and iron fetters laid : | 

Since they turn'd rebels, and forgat the Lord, 

Refus'd his counſel, and deſpis'd his word; 

Their heart he humbled with afflicting grief, 


* 
* 


They fell ; --- and there was none to give relief, 
Then cry'd they to the Lord, nor cry'd in vain, 
He kindly ſav'd them from their anxious pain: 
From darkneſs, and death's baleful ſhade, his hands 
Redeem'd their ſouls, and brake their captive bands. 
Oh! did men own Jenovan's,wond'rous grace, 
And tell his marvels, ſhewn to Adam's race ! 
The iron bars burſt at his pow'rful ſtroke, 
His mighty arm the braſen portals broke. = 

The men, whom folly's out-ſide charms allure, 
Anguiſn for vice, and grief for ſin endure: 
They loath their food, in torment draw their breath, 
Reduc'd to languiſh at the gates of death: - 

| Then 


i 
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Then cry they to the Lord, nor cry in vain, | 


He kindly ſaves them from their anxious pain : 
He ſends his balmy word, their wounds reſtores, 

And heals them of their putrifying ſores. 
| Oh! did men own Jenovan's wond'rous grace, 
And tell his marvels, ſhewn to Adam's race! 
Oh ! ket them ſacrifice with thankful praiſe, 
With ſhouts triumphant celebrate his ways. 
- Thoſe, who endure the ocean's toil for gain ; 
Who plough, in freighted ſhips th* unconſtant main; 
Jenovan's wonders in the deep deſcry, 
And ſee his works with an aftoniſh'd eye: 
For a he but ſpeaks -- the ſtormy winds ariſe, 
And lift the ſwelling billows to the ſkies: | 
They mount, as if their ſails the heavens would ſweep, 
Then down they fall, and ſlope into the deep: 
Their ſouls difſoly'd at the dread ſhocks receiv'd, 
They reel, like drunkards, of their wits bereav'd 


How much more comfortable, as well as rational, 

is this ſyſtem of the P/a/mif, than the Pagan ſcheme in 
Virgil, and other poets, where one deity is repreſented 
as raiſing a ſtorm, and another as laying it! Were we 
only to conſider the ſublime in this piece of poetry, 
what can be nobler than the idea it gives us of the ſu- 
preme being thus raiſmg a tumult among the elements, 
and recovering them out of their confuſion, thus trou- 
bling and becalming nature? The Spefator. No. 485. 
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Then cry they to the Lord, nor cry in vain, 
He kindly ſaves them from their anxious pain. 


He ſays, Be calm,---the ſea obeys his will, 
The ſtorm is ſilent, and the waves are till : 
At length, no more the ſport of raging wind, 
He brings them ſhouting to the port deſign'd. 


Oh! did men own Jenovan's wond'rous grace, 


And tell his marvels, ſhewn to Adam's race ! 
Let his redeem'd extol his ſaving hand, 
Where in his courts the bleſs'd aſſemblies nd; 
To tell his deeds their joyful voices raiſe, 
Amidſt the elders, and reſound his praiſe. 

He turns the moiſten'd meads to thirſty ſands, 
And water-ſprings to dry and barren lands. 


A fruitful ſoil he makes a deſart ground, 


Urg'd by the fins of thoſe who dwell around ; 


Again he turns the wilds to ſtanding pools, 


Whilſt ſun-burnt climes the heavenly water cools: | 
There dwell the Hungry thro' his guardian care, 
There raiſe they walls, and fenced towns prepare: | 
They plant the vineyard, and they ſow the field, 


| Which generous wines, and golden harveſts, yield: 


The people he encreaſes with their ſtocks, 

And gives the numerous owners numerous flocks : 
Again reduc'd for fin, he mars their joys, 
The famine, tyrant, or the plague deſtroys : 
| He 
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He wreſts the ſceptre from the prince away, 

And makes him in the pathleſs deſart ſtray: 

- ls deigns the poor, when rais'd on high, to keep, 
And gives him houſholds, like a flock of ſheep. 
The righteous ſhall behold it, and rejoice, 

| And wickedneſs ſhall till her boaſting voice. 

The wiſe in heart ſhall ponder o'er and o'er 


Jenovan's mercies, and deſpond no more. 


— —_— — ww * 4 _ 


PS AL M Cn. 
A Song or Pſalm of David. 
A R G U ME N T. 


It is compiled out of the lviith, and the latter Part of 


the Ixth, and was placd here probably, becauſe 
David was now in a hopeful Way to Perfect ſome 
Victories, which he had began to win, whereby 


| ſome of thoſe Captives, mentioned ver. 2d. and 3d. of | 


the foregoing Pſalm, were reſcued and ſet at Li- 


berty. What thoſe Nations were, over whom he was 


about to triumph, fee i in the Title of Pſalm lx. 
PATRICK. 


Y heart, O God, is fix'd ; my glorying tongue 


Shall chaunt thy praiſes in the ſacred ſong. 

| Let the ſoft-ſounding lute, and harp awake, 
Awake my lays, e're dawning day ſhall brea's : 
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274 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Within thy courts I'll ſound thy name alone, 
And tell abroad the wonders thou haſt done. 
Thy mercy reacheth to the clouds on high, 
Thy boundleſs truth ſurmounts the vaulted fy : 
Exalt thy glory o'er thine heavenly hoſts, | 

O God, and RO the earth's remoteſt coaſts. 
Anſwer, and reſcue me, with thy right hand, 
That thy beloved may ſecurely ſtanjdC. 
-b Th' orac'lar God hath ſpoke, with joy I'll ſhout, 
Amongſt my chiefs I'll portion Shechem out: | 
O'er Succoth's vale will throw the meaſuring line, 
Mine is Manaſſeb, balmy Gilead's mine: 

Ezhraim's my guard, and Juda gives my law; 
Whilſt ſervile Moab ſhall my water draw; 

III caſt my ſhoe o'er E/au's ſubject land, 

Lo! glad Philiiia loops to my command: 

Who into Edem will receive my pow'rs, 

Give up its capital, and fenced tow'rs ? 

O God, who caſt us off in time of need, 

Nor didſt, as once, our drooping armies lead; 
Give thou in our diſtreſs the ſuccours meet, 

For man's ſalvation is but vain, deceit: 
With ſure ſucceſs God will our valour crown, 


And tread th' infulting foe with triumph down, 


» Scc the notes on pſalm 1x, 


PSALM 
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ah. 


PSALM CIX. 
To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David. 
ARGUMENT 


It is preſum'd to be an Inveftive againft Doeg the 
Edomite, who did ſo much Miſchief to David and 
his Friends under the Countenance of Saul: It alſo 
points to Judas, the wicked Betrayer of our Lord, 
to whom it is accommodated by St. Peter, Acts i. 16. 
For as David was a Type of our Saviour, ſo the Be- 
trayer of David was pre-ordained to figure out the 
Betrayer of Chriſt, PATRICK, Nichols. 

OLD not thy peace, O God, whom I adore, 
Sincewide-mouth'd ſlander baits me more and more; 

'The wicked wound with daring tongues my name, 

With ſecret lies the whiſperer blaſts my fame : 

They circumvent me with malicious words, 

And unprovok'd, draw forth their hoſtile ſwords. 

Ungrateful man (but yet mine hope's above) 

Returns me ill for good, and hate for love: 

His judge ſhall an inſulting tyrant be, 


At his right hand ſhall Catan prompt the plea: 
| Tz 5 When 


© Concerning 828 imprecations, as we here meet 


withal, according to our Bible verſion, ſee the Note 
on Palm xxxv. 
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When he is try'd, in judgment ſhall he fall, 
Bis pray'r for mercy ſhall but vengeance call; 
His days ſhall be but few, depriv'd of grace, 
And one more worthy ſhall ſupply his place : 
His orphan children ſhall untutor'd live, 

His wiſe a widow in diſtreſs ſurvive : 

His vagrant ſeed, by pinching hunger led, 
From defolated cells ſhall beg their bread : 
Whilſt biting.creditors his treaſures drain, 

A ftranger ſhall poſſeſs his ill-got gain. 

To his remains no mercy ſhall extend, 

Nor ſhall his orphans find a pitying friend : 
His ſhort-liv'd ifſue ſhall be ſoon forgot, 

His mem'ry ſpung'd with an eternal blot : 

The Lord ſhall ne'er forget his father's crime, 
Nor ſhall his mother's fin be raz'd by time. 
Before the Lord they ſhall remain the ſame, 
Who may from earth for ever ftrike his name: 
Since gracious mercy he forgot to ſhow, 
Would ſlay the meek, and lay the needy low. 
Curſing he lov'd, and ſhall have curſes ſtore, 
He lov'd not bleſſing, and ſhall reap no more: 
Beſpread around, he caſt his curſings out, 

As with a mantle, compaſs'd all about; 
Which thro' his bowels, as the chryſtal drink, 
Or to his bones, as ſoking oll, ſhall fink : 


Shall 
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Shall gird him, as his inmoſt veſt, around, 2 
Or as the zone, with which he's always bound. 
This from Jznovau to my foes belongs, 

Who would deftroy me with their evil tongues. 
Let me, O Lord, thy guardian care partake, 
Both for thy name, and thy good mercy's ſake: 
For I am needy, anxious is mine heart, 

Which ſorrow pierces, as a wounding dart. 

Like ſhadows, when the Sun declines, I go, 
Driv'n, as the ne/tleſ5 d locuſt, to and fro: 
My feeble knees confeſs my ſtrength's decay, 
For want of food my fleſh conſumes away : 

They ſcorn my perſon, when it meets their fight, 
And ſhake their heads with a contemptuous ſpight. 
O! with thine aids, my God, their pow'rs controul, 
Out of thy tender mercy keep my ſoul : 

That they may know my ſaviour in my need, 
Th' almighty Lord, who wrought the wond'rous deed. 
Tho' they may curſe, bleſs thou: when they ariſe, 
To ſhame them, give me favour in thine eyes. 
Let ſad confuſion cloath mine envious foes, 
May ſhame the wretches, as a mantle, cloſe : 

1 1 I'll 


1 


4 Bechartus obſerves of the Locuſt, that, having no 


neſt, it leaps or flies from hedge to hedge, as David 
did from place to place. PaTr1ck. 


* 
7 
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I'll praiſe JeHovau with the vocal lays, 

Him with the numerous ſaints I'll greatly praiſe : 
For he, to ſave the poor, will plead his cauſe, 
And ward the ſtroke of the perverted laws. 


— li 


— 
7 d „„ ＋ 1 2 


e. 
A Pſalm of David. 


AKKGUVUMENT 


The the Jews have taken a great deal of Pains to wreſt 
this Pſalm to another Senſe, yet ſeveral of the Rab- 
bins have been ford to acknowledge it belongs 10 
Chriſt. Accordingly our Lord applies it to himſelf, 
Matt, xxii. 24, Sc. And ſo St. Paul, Heb. 
1.13. and x. 3. It contains a plain Prediction of 
his Divinity, his Royal Dignity, his Priefthood, his 
Viftories, and his Triumphs; and conſiſts of a 
Speech, which God the Father, the fir/t Perſon of 
the Trinity, is introduc d ſpeaking to the Meſſias, 
the ſecond Perſon, PATRICK, NICHOLS. 


HE Lord, Jznovan, ſpake th' eftabliſh'd word, 
He ſpake, and ſaid to mine anointed Lord, 
Sit thou cn my right hand, till every foe, 
Thro' me » ſhall for thy fcotſtool proſtrate low. 
'Fhy ruling e ſceptre ſhall Jenovan ſend 
From Sion, which o'er all thy foes extend. 


The 


e Thy rod, or ſept; this denotes the Regal Me 
of a 
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f The willing people in thy powerful day, 
Their ſacred beauties where thy courts diſplay; 
Shall, at thy riſe, to thee in crouds accrue, | | 
As the morn's womb brings forth the drops of dew. 
e The Lord hath ſworn, nor will his oath diſclaim, 
Thou art a Prieſt of an eternal name; 
Thine order's changeleſs, as in things divine 
Melchiſedeck's ; thyſelf an endleſs line. 
b The Lord at thy right hand ſhall ſtates alarm, 
And ftrike thro' kings with his avenging arm: 
Shall fit as judge in heav'n's prevailing cauſe, 
And try the heathen by his righteous laws : 
Shall ftrew with carkaſſes the countries round, 
| And give their ſovereign chiefs a mortal wound. 
I Shall drink of th' obvious brook in humble guiſe, 
And then exalt his head above the ſkies. 


f The coming of the Gentiles into the church of 
Chriſt, thro the Preachers of the Goſpel in all parts of the 
world, is here foretold. 


s This paſſage relates to the Maſſiab's unchangeable 


and eternal Prieſthood. 
h Here 1s foretold the reduction of the Gentile Po- 


tentates, and Countries, to the Sceptre of Chriſt. So in 
Pſalm the 2d. | 


i The firſt line of this couplet refers to the Me/fab's 


Humiliation, the other to his Exaltation ; and it means, 
that he ſhall greatly er, and be put to ſuch ſtraits, as 
a ſoldier on his march, who is forced to drink at the 
next ſtream, and after be exa/ted to the moſt tranſcen- 
_ degree of glory. Phil. ii. 9. Nichors.“ 
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The PSALMS of : DAVID. 


PSALM On 
HALLELUJAH ! 2. e. Praiſe the Lord. 


ARGUMENT. 


This is an alphabetical Pſalm, conſiſting of ſhort religi- 
ous Maxime, thrown into ten Verſes, according to the 
Number of the Commandments, It relates the gene- 
ral and ſpecial Benefits of God's Providence to the 
whole World, particularly to the Jewiſh Nation. 
PATRICK, Nichols, MUDGE, 


O praiſe JEHovan, all my pow'rs, conſpire, 
In his fall courts, or where the juſt retire : 
Great are Jeuovan's works, with wonder ſought 
By thoſe, who dwell on the delightful thought : 
His glorious acts no circling years obſcure, 
His righteouſneſs for ever ſhall endure : 
He gave memorials to preſerve their fame ; 
Good is Jenovan, gracious is his name. 
He ſent the * food to our dependent fires ; 
His cov'nant never in his mind expires. 
He ſhew'd his tribes the wonders of his hands, 
That he might give them Canaan's fertile lands: 
His 
wr, p the gs; ee it 


ſignifies feed; ſuch as was ſent them LP God 1 in a won- 
derous manner. 


4 
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His works are right, his word's in truth ſecure, \ 
On a fix'd baſe reſt his commandments ſure : | | 
Which muſt remain, muſt evermore prevail, 
Till the almighty's truth and juſtice fail. 


With glorious acts he hath redeem'd his own, yy N 


Then his firm cov'nant he tranſmitted down J 


Thus aggrandiz'd with awe, his holy name 


Is great, and reverend, and of dreadful fame. 8 


He proves his wiſdom, who his maker fears, 
Diſcretion from this happy ſource appears : 


Sound are their minds, who know to keep his ways, 


For ever, and for ever laſts his praiſe. 


PSALM CXI. 
HALLELUJAH | 


ARGUME N T. 


This Pſalm is modell d, like the former, into ſeveral 
Dimeters, or ſhort Verſes, each beginning with the 
Letters of the Alphabet. It contains a Deſcription of 
a pious Perſon, whoſe goad Actions render him ac- 
ceptable both to God and Man. PATRICK, Ni- 


CHOLS, 


LESSINGS await the man who fears the Lord, 


=" Who feels exalted pleaſures in his word: 
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282 The PSALMS ff DAVID; 
His thriving ſeed ſhall riſe to powerful place, 
The ji again ſhall proſper in his race: | I | 
Ne'er from his houſe ſhall wealth and honour ceaſe, 
His ju hice ſown ſhall bring his heirs encreaſe. 

To hiza in darkneſs ſprings the chearful light, 

For he 1s gracious, good, and loveth right. 
He kindly lends, and yet | improves the more, 

With prudent counſel, his well-order'd ftore : 

No force can move him, whilſt he ſojourns here; 

His mem'ry ſhall be held for ever dear : 5 

No evil 7 idings can his heart diſmay, 


Or wreſt it, on Jenovan fix'd, away: 


Fix'd is his heart; in him no terrors riſe, _ 
Who ſees in hope his conquer'd enemies. 
He hath diſpers'd, and patroniz'd the poor, 
His righteous goodneſs ever will endure ; 
With laſting praiſe he ſhall exalt his horn, 
Th' unjuſt ſhall ſee it with repining ſcorn; | 
Shall gnaſh his foaming teeth, and melt away, 
Whilſt his defire ſhall with himſelf decay. 

I According to our liturgy verſion; And auill guide his 
avords with diſcretion. Our bible tranſlation hath it; 
And will guide his affairs with diſcretion. The connexion 
ſeems to point out this meaning ; that notwithſtand- 
ing he ſhall be ready to do good offices for others with 


his ſubſtance, yet he will not impair, but rather main- 
tain the good eſtate of his own family, ParRICk. 


PSALM 
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PSALM Cx! 
HarrETVIARH! 


AR GUM E N x. 
This, with the five next Pſalms, the Hebrews call by 


the Name ef Hallel,. ar Hymn: It ſets forth, in 


ſeveral particulars, the admirable Providence of God; | 
and was one of the Liturgical Pſalms, ſung at the 
| New- Moons, and Paſſover. PATRICK, Ni- 
CHOLS, 5 | 
H! ye, his ſervants, give Jen OVAH praiſe, 
— To praiſe his name your grateful voices raiſe : 
With bleſſing great Jenovan's name adore, 
Bleſs him from this time forth for evermore. 
From the ſun's riſe be prais'd th' eternal's name, 
To where it, ſetting, hides its globous flame, 
Above all lands, Jenovan is ſupreme, 
Beyond the heavenly orbs his glories beam. 
Who, like our God, Jexovan, dwells ſo high? 
Yet caſts on heaven beneath his humble eye, 
Or things, which in this earth inferior lye. 
He raiſes from the duſt the worthy poor, 
And from the dunghill lifts the good obſcure : 
Then renders him with royal Honours great, 


And ſets him o'er the princes of the ſtats : 1 
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284 The PSALMS ff DAVID. 
He from a lonely makes a numerous houſe, 
And a glad mother of the barren ſpouſe. 


HALLELUIA! 


PSALM. CXIV. 
ae 
Ir is a ſhort hiſtorical Relation of the Exit of the Children 
of Iſrael out of Ægypt, and their Paſſage into 


| Canaan, expreſsd in poetical Figures with a moſt 
charming Elegance. 


XJ HEN Iirael went from Ægypt's barbarous land, 
And Jacob's houſe from their ſtrange tyrant's hand; 
The princely Juda was m his holy place, 
And his dominion was his 1faePs race. 
The Erythrean ſea beheld,---and fled, 
And Foraan's waters refluent ſought their head. 
| Like 


m There is a peculiar beauty in the conduct of this 
pſalm, in that the author utterly conceals the preſence 
of God in the beginning of it ; and rather lets a 
poſſeſſive pronoun (i. e. His) go without a Subſtantive, 
than he will ſo much as mention any thing of divinity 
there; becaufe if God had appear'd before, there could 
be no wonder, why the mountains ſhould leap and the 
ſea retire ; therefore, that this convulſion of nature may 
be brought in with due ſurprize, his name is not men- 
tion'd 'till afterward, and then with a very agreeable 
turn of thought, God is introduc'd at once with all his 
majeſty, Spectator, vol. vi. No. 461, | 
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Like ſkipping rams, the mountains danc'd, and rocks ; 
The little hills, like young/ings of the flocks. 

What ail'd the ſea, that, as rebuk'd, it fled ? 

Or, Jordan's waves, which refluent ſought their head! 


Why danc'd, like ſipping rams, the mounts and rocks? 


The little hills, like younglings of the flocks ? 

O earth, be conſcious, tremble on thy baſe, 
Before great Jacob's God, JE HOVARB's face: 
Who from the rock the ſtanding lakes could bring, 
And chang'd the flint into a water ſpring. 


PSALM CXV. 


ARGUME N T. 


The Hebrew and Chaldee make this a diftin#? Pſalm ; 
but the Septuagint, and vulgar Latin, have join d 


it to the former; and accordingly, like that of the | 


former, its Author is uncertain. It contains an 


Exhortation to truſt in the True God for Aſſi/tance, 
and not to rely either upon Heathen Idols, or Mins 


own Deſigns. Nichols. 


„Is not, it is not ours; | tha glory take, . 
O Lord, both for thy truth and mercies ſake: 

Why ſhould this bitter taunt thy name defy ? 

Where now 2 8 God? why ſhould the heathen cry 5 

Our 
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Our God doth heav'n's imperial kingdom fill 
He does on earth, what ſuits his ſovereign will. 
The idol gods, for which their altars flame, 


Are gold and filver, wrought by man to frame. 


Mouths have they, ſuch as never ſilence broke, 

And eyes, which ne'er on proſtrate mortals look: 

Ears „which ne'er heard the praiſe their vot'ries tell, 
And noſes, which could never incenſe ſmell : 
Hands too they have, but yet they handle not, 

Nor move their feet, nor draws their breathleſs throat. 
They're blind alike, the makers, and the made, 

And thoſe, who at their ſhrines their ſuit have paid. 
O ! " Jjael, in th' eternal Lord confide, 

He is their help, he will their ſhield abide. 

O! houſe of Aaron, in Jenovan truſt, 

He is their help, and he will ſhield the juſt. 

All ye, that fear him, in the Lord confide, 
He is their help, and will their ſhield abide. 
Our mindful Lord will crown us with ſucceſs, 

And IJſrael's houſe, the houſe of Aaron, bleſs : 

| Who 


n Jracl. The church is here diſtinguiſh'd into three 
parts, 1. Irael, or the body of the commonwealth, 
2. Aarox's houſe, or the prieſthood, 3. The fearers of 


J EHOVAH, i. e. ſtrangers, converts of all nations, A&#s 
U. 5. and x. 35, - | 8 
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Who with an humble mind JE Hua fear, 
They ſhall, both ſmall, and great, his bleſſings ſhare. 
The Lord ſhall give you more and more encreaſe, 
Yours and your childrens goods ſhall never ceaſe ; 
Ye have the favours of his bounteous hand, | 
Who made, and doth the heaven and earth command. 
In heav'n, the Lord in heav'n ſupremely reigns, 
He gave to man th' inferior earth's domains. 
What honours can the dead Jenovan ſhew ? 

What praiſes from the ſilent grave accrue ? 
But we our animated voice will raiſe, 


And ever bleſs him.---Give JzHovau praiſs. 
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PS ALM CXVI. | 
A RG UM ENT. | 
Some attribute this Pſalm to David upon his Flight 
from Abſalom, or his bringing the Ark to Mount 
Sion; others to Eſdras at the Return from the Cap- 
tivity ; which Opinion is favour'd by ſome Chaldaick 
Expreſſions therein, and then the whole Nation of 
the Jews is repreſented in the Name of = a ſingle 
Perſon. But it may be conſider d as a Pſalm of 
Thankſgiving to God for Reſtoration to Health after 
a dangerous Illneſs, in which the Author had been 
reduc'd to the laſt Degree of Deſparation. And in 
this View it beſi ſuits the Accommodation of it in our 


Liturgy to the Churching of Women. PArRIck, 
Nichols, MupGE. | 


Love the Lord, who deign'd my voice to hear, 

Who to my cry inclin'd his gracious ear: 
Therefore with thanks I'll call upon his name, 
Long as my ſoul informs this vital frame. 
Thro' pains almoſt reduc'd to yield my breath, | 
Juſt ready for the graſping hand of death, 
Thus call'd I, whilſt my heart did ſorely grieve, 
«« Jenovan, hear my pray'r, my ſoul relieve.” 
The Lordis gracious, and his word is true, 
His mercy ſparcs us, when his rod is due. 

RS io hs 
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The Lord the plain and ſimple man will bleſs, | 
For me he ſuccour'd, when in deep diſtreſs, 
Be every ſad, tumultuous, thought at peace, 
My ſoul ; the Lord hath giv'n thee copious eaſe : 
For thou haſt kept my life, midſt deadly fears, 
My feet from falling, and mine eyes from tears. 
And thus prolong'd, I'll dedicate my days, | 
Which thou haſt giv'n, to thy moſt bounden praiſe. 
Still was my truſt in thee, which I declar'd, 
When ſorrowing, and in hoſtile ſtraits enſnar'd : 
I ſaid in haſte, that men, both ſmall and great, 
Are liars all, their help but vain deceit: 
Jenovan's kindneſs how ſhall I regard? 

What give for his conferr'd, immenſe, reward 2 * 
Tu fill the © cup of grace, to bear around 
Jznovan's name, and dwell upon the ſound. 

? Owning its goodneſs in the ſacred lay, 
My vows I'll in the full aſſemblies pay: 
| U 1 His 
o The cup of grace, orig. the cup of ſalvations, The 
Ifaelites us'd to offer peace (or thank ) offerings for mer- 
cies receiv'd, whereof they did ear, and rejoice before 


the Lord; and at their banquets took up the cup of 
wine in their hands, and bleſſed God; call'd thereupon 
the cup of bleſſing, 1 Cor. x. 16. So our Lord at the 
feaſt of the paſſover took the cup and gave thanks, Luke 
XX11. 17. AiNSWORTH, PATRICK. _ | 

v Four verſes in the bible tranſlation, which are con- 

tained in the four following couplets, are left out - 
| | . 
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His gracious ſaints doth good Jenovan prize, 
And hence their death is precious in his eyes: 
Sure I'm thy ſervant, and thine handmaid's ſon, 
Thou kindly haſt my ſorrow's bands undone, 
I'll offer up the ſacrifice of praiſe, | 
And in Jexovan's name my voice will raiſe. 
Owning its goodneſs in the ſacred lay, 

My vows I'll in the full aſſemblies pay; 

There, where thy preſence doth its joys afford, 
Within thy courts, O Salem. Praiſe the Lord. 


* : * * * f * * * 


PSALM. CXVII. 
ARGUMENT, - 
This Pſalm is' a prophetical Exultation upon the Call 
of the Gentiles. PATRICK, NicHoLs. 
Onfeſs Jenovan, all ye nations round : 
His praiſe, ye people, let your ſongs reſound : 
His 'ſtabliſh'd mercy will to all extend, 
Jenovan's truth muſt laſt, when time ſhall end. 
HaLLeLvjanl! 


the annotation of this pſalm to the Sides 7 
Women in our publick ſervice. 


F 
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PSALM CXVIL. 


ARK GAU MR 


This Pſalm ſeems to have been ſung in Parts upon a 
Proceſſion up to Mount Sion by David, the pre- 
ſum d Author, the People, and the Prigſis. The 


Parts are variouſly aſſign'd by Interpreters, which I 
ſoall therefore leave to the Fudgment of the Reader. 


It is an Hymn of Triumph; and that there are 


ſome prophetical Expreſſions in it, which relate to the 
Meſſiah, not only the Writers of the New Teſta- 


ment, but, as St. Jerom ſays, many of the ancient 
Rabbies affirm. PATRICK, NicHoLs, MupGe. 
OOD is JzHovan, bleſs his glorious name, 
His mercy laſts for evermore the ſame, 
Say, choſen 4 Iſrael, in his love ſecure, 
His mercy will for evermore endure. ; 
And let the houſe of Aaron now proclaim, 
His mercy laſts for evermore the ſame. 
Say, all, who fear him, in his love ſecure, 
His mercy will for evermore endure. 
When preſs'd in ſtraits, I ſought Jenovan's face, 
He ſet me in a free and open place : 
Jenovan is my good and great ally, 
| Why ſhould I not poor, earthy, man defy ? | 
„ U 2 Since 
« See note on Pſalm exv. | 
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Since heaven doth its auxiliar ſuccours ſend, 

What foes ſhall fruſtrate my deſired end ? 

He, who IEHovan his ſole hope hath made, 
Depends more ſurely than on human aid : 

Hope in JEHOVAH ſurer Safety brings, 

Than all the bountics, and the pow'rs of kings. 

The Gentile troops, encircling, round me came, — 
But I deftroy'd them in Jerovan's name: 

They hemm'd me in, hemm'd me on every fide ; 
Their force I in JeHovan's name defy'd: 

'They ſwarm'd, like bees; quench'd as the thorny flame, 
They were extinguiſh'd in Jenovan's name; | 
Cut off by me: with thy depreſſing hand 

When * thou didſt thruft,---Jenovan made me ſtand. 
Jeuovan is my ſtrength, he fills my ſongs, 

*Tis his to fave, to him the right belongs. 

Amidſt their tents the jult in triumph tell 

By his right hand what mighty numbers fell. 
Thro' his right hand the warriour's plan ſucceeds, 
"Tis his right hand performs the valiant deeds. 
Yet ſhall I live, nor in the battle fall, 

But in my praiſe Jenovan's works recall. 

The Lord chaſtis'd me ev'n to parting breath, 

Yet ſnatch'd me from th' approaching arms of death. 


Open, 


Here is an apoſtrophe to the foe, 
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Open, ye doors, and clear the ſacred way, 
Let me my thanks to great Jenovan pay. y 
This is the gate of his delightful court, 

Where the juſt ent'ring make their bleſs'd reſort, 
Thee will I praiſe, for thou haſt heard my cry, 
And made me triumph in thy victory. 

+ This, by the builders long-negleQed grown, 
Is now become the Head and Corner-Stone : . | 
This is Jenovan's work, with dread ſurprize 
Beheld, and marvellous to human eyes: 
This is the day th' eternal Lord hath made, | 
Let us rejoice therein, devoutly glad. 

Now to thy ſervants thy ſalvation ſhow, 

O] do thou proſper us, Jenovan, now, 
Bleſſed is he, th anointed of the Lord, 

Who comes; he's bleſſed, ſays th' Orac'lar word, 
God is Jenovan, light-beſtowing, kind, 

To th' altar's horns the feſtal victim bind: 
Thou art my God, to thee my voice I'll raiſe, 
I will confeſs thee with exalted praiſe, 

Good is JEHovan, bleſs his glorious name, 


His mercy laſts for evermore the ſame. 


This paſſage is accommodated to the Mz/iah by St. 
Pater, Aa, 1. | 
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** 


PS ALM CXIX. 
VT 
This Pſalm, preſum'd to be David's ly ſome, but by 
Biſhop HARE to be of later Date, conſiſts of 
Twenty-two Octoſticks, or Staves of Eight Verſes, 
in the Original; each of which begins in every Verſe 
of it with the ſame Letter of the Hebrew Alphabet, 
from whence it is denominated. It is further re- 
markable, that in every one of theſe Verſes, the 
Number of which amounts to One Hundred and 
Seventy-fix, there is ſome Mord, or other, which 
fignifies the Law of God, excepting only the One 
Hundred and Twenty-Second, The Pſalm, which is 
not ſo adorn'd and elegant, as ſome others, conſiſis 
of many excellent and pious Reflexions and Rules, 
without any great Connection or Dependance on each 
other; which was probably the Reaſon, why it was 
wrote in this Alphabetical 4ethod, that the Initial 
Letters might be an help to the Memory of theſe, who 


were to learn it in the Original, PATKICK, 
Nichols, Hart, MupGE. 


1 A 2a 
LESSINGS await the pure in virtue's way, 
Who walk not from Jexovan's laws aftray : 
Bleflings are theirs, who keep his fed'ral word, 
And ſeek with all their heart the living Lord; 
= | Thoſe 
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Thoſe upright men, who do no flagrant ill, 
But tread his paths, and proſecute them fill. 
Thou doſt command, that we our pow'rs prepare, 
To keep thy precepts with an anxious care; 
O did my ways mark ſo direct a line ! 
That they might follow every rule of thine : 
Then ſhould I never ſuffer grievous ſhame, 
When I reſpect each law, which bears thy name: 
Then will J praiſe thee with an upright heart, | 
| When thou thy righteous judgments ſhalt impart : 
Thy ſtatutes I will keep with cautious heed, 


Do not too far deſert me in my need. 
{ 


295 


B E T H. 


How ſhall a youth eſcape che paths impure? 
By heeding, that thy word his ſteps ſecure : 
In ſearch of thee my pow'rs united join, 
Let not my will ſeduce me, Lord, from thine : 
Thy ſayings have been treaſur'd in my ſoul, 
That rebel ſin might not its force controul : 
Bleſſed art thou, the great Jenovan, Lord, 
Learn me the ſtatutes of thine holy word : 
By thee inſpir'd, my joyful mouth hath told 
The judgments, which thine aweful lips unfold : 
The pleaſure of chy ſacred ways I know, 


Not * world's ſtores can equal joys beſtow : 
v4 I will 
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I will digeſt thy meditated law, 
And view thy ways with a reſpeQful awe : 


I'll center in thy ſtatutes my delight, 
And keep thy words for ever in my ſight. 


r . 


With bounteous grace reward thy ſervant, Lord, 
Then ſhall I live, and keep thine holy word : 
Remove thoſe films, which veil around mine eye, | 
Bid it the wonders of thy law deſcry : | 
No where on earth my certain dwelling ſtands, 


Shew me, a ſtranger here, thy wiſe commands: 
As ſtill my ſoul doth to thy judgments tend, 
My ſwelling heart the ſtruggling paſſions rend : 
The curſed proud thou haſt rebuk'd, who fray 
From thy ſecure commandment's bleſſed way : 
On me may no reproachful ſhame abide, 
For thy ſure teſtimonies are my guide : 
The Princes ſat, on me their cenſure fell, 
But I, thy ſervant, on thy ſtatutes dwell : 
Thy teſtimonies are my ſole delight, 

They are my council, to conduct me right. 


„„ E 


My ſoul's juſt cleaving to its native duſt, 
Quicken thou me, whilſt in thy word I truſt: 
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To thee, attentive, I my paths have told, | 
To me thy ſaving ſtatutes, Lord, unfold : 
Make me to know thine heav'nly precepts way, 
Then will I ſcan thy wonders day by day : 
My heavy ſoul diſſolves with melting grief, 
To raiſe me, ſend thy promis'd, kind, relief: 
Take from me every lying, treacherous art, 
And grave thy gracious ftatutes on mine heart: 
The way of truth J have ſincerely choſe, | 
And thy commands to all mine aims propoſe : 
My ſoul thy cov'nant graſps with ſtrong embrace, 
Leave not thy Greant, Lord, to foul diſgrace : 
With zeal I'll fly to execute thy will, | | 
When thou with joy mine heart enlarg'd ſhalt fill, 


H E. 


Teach me, O Lord, thy ftatutes righteous way, 
And I will keep it to my lateſt day ; | 
Give me to ſee the wiſdom of thy law, 

And I will dwell thereon with cordial awe; 
Lead thou, and make me form my paths aright ; 
Whilſt thy commands are my ſincere delight: 
"Unto thy cov'nant mine whole heart incline, 
And let it not to luſt the reins refign ; 
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From vain allurements turn away mine eye, 
Quicken mine heart, leſt I ſhould tread awry : 
*Stabliſh to me thy word ; whoſe filial fear 
Awes me to dread thee, and thy truth revere : 
Avert from me the captive's direful ſhame ; 

For judgment good; and gracious, is thy name: 
To all thy laws I've ſhewn an ardent zeal, 
Grant, that I may thy quick ning goodneſs feel. 


'F 4 OV; 


On me thy gracious mercy, Lord, beſtows 
As promis'd, thy benign ſalvation ſhow : 
Then will I prove my foe's reproach unjuſt, 
Since in thy word I have repos'd my truſt ; 
O] take not from my mouth thy truth away, 
Becauſe thy judgments are mine hopeful ftay ; 
I'll keep the law, enforc'd with thy dread name, 
Long as my ſoul informs this mortal frame : 
Free ſhall I walk, at large, and unconfin'd, 
Since on thy precepts I have fix'd my mind : 
To purpled kings I'll tell thy binding law, 
And not be filent, thro* a vicious awe ; 
"Tis that my joy, my ſole delight, ſhall prove, 
And 'tis on that, which I have plac'd my love: 
' To that, which I have lov'd, I'll lift mine hands, 
And meditate on all thy juſt commands, 3 
| | Z A IN. 
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TI Wo 
Think on thy promiſe to dependant me, | 
Relying on thine aweful truth, and thee: . | 
When grief my drooping ſoul of peace deprives, 
Thy word my joy reſtores, mine heart revives ; 
The proud have mock'd me with a ſcornful mind, 
Yet have I never from thy law declin'd : 
Still I recall thy judgments to my breaft, | 
And then on thee, mine hopes, IE HO vA, reſte 
When preſs'd by thoſe, who from thy law depart, 
Sometimes hath burning horror ſeiz'd mine heart: 
Yet did I ne'er in exile ſojourn long, 
But there thy ſtatutes were my darling ſong : 7 
| Thro' wakeful nights thy name employ'd my thought, 
And thy juſt law to my remembrance brought : 
My ſoul this comfort in my troubles knew, 
Becauſe twas ever to thy precepts true, 


HE T H. 
Vet is the Lord my bleſſed portion left, 

I'll keep thy words, of all things elſe bereft : 
With earneſt heart have I beſought thy face, 
Therefore behold me with thy promis'd grace: 
I thought upon my ways with cautions meet, 
And to thy teſtimonies turn'd my feet: 45 
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With hafte I ruſh'd thro' each obſtructing ſtay, 
And thy commandments kept without delay : 

The wicked bands have robb'd, and ſtripp'd me bare, 
But ftill thy law remains my conftant care: 
This breaks, and this compenſates, my repoſe, 
For this to praiſe thee, have I nightly roſe : 1 
Thoſe I deſire, with thoſe in converſe join, 
Who fear the Lord, and keep the law divine : 
The earth thy mercies, O IEHO VAM, fill; 
Give me to underſtand thine heav'nly will. 


Tas: 1: ©. 

Thou haſt diſtinguiſh'd me with kind regard, 
| After thy word, O Lord, is my reward: ' 
I know thy laws from wiſdom's fountain flow, 
Teach me to taſte, and practice what I know : 
Before I felt thy rod, I went aſtray, ; 
But now my feet purſue thy ſtated way: 
"Tis thou art good; with good thine hand doth ſtore 
The world ; tby ſtatutes teach me more and more : 
The proud have palm'd on me a treacherous part, 
But I obey thee with a perfect heart: 
Their heart is fat, whilſt plenty crowns their boards, 
But *tis thy law my ſole delight affords : ' 
Theſe benefits from mine afflictions riſe, 
That I might learn thy ſtatutes, and be wiſe 

«7 | ns Thy 
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Thy word is dearer, and of nobler uſe, | 2 


Than all the treaſures Ophir's mines en 


3 


Since I'm the work of thy creating hand, 
Give me thy laws to learn, and underſtand: 
They, who revere thy name, may raptur'd ſee, 
Me, and my hope; reſt on thy word, and thee. 
Juſt are thy judgments, I ſincerely own, 

Thy truth is, Lord, in mine affliction ſhown : 
O! let thy grace thy ſervant's moaning ſtill, 
Grant me thy comfort, and thy word fulfill: 

In tender love revive me with relief, | 

Whilſt thy tranſporting law diſpels my grief. 

Confound the proud, on treacherous falſehood bent, 
Whilſt on thy precepts are my thoughts intent: | 
Let thoſe, who fear thee, and have known thy laws, ' 
Take to my part, and vindicate my cauſe : 

Still in thy ſtatutes make mine heart ſincere, 
That I may never ' ſhame abaſhing * 


Ca. H. 
My ſoul faints for thy word with ſtrong defire ” 
Mine eager hope doth thy ſalvation fire: 
Mine eyes, with earneſt looking long intent, | 
Languiſh, till thy conſoling aids be ſent : 


"Paw 
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I'm worn, like bottles, dry'd thro ſmoky wind, 
Yet ſtill thy ſtatutes ſhall employ my mind : 

How many are thy ſervant's woeful days ? 

Why meets thy judgment on my foes delays ? 
The proud into corruption's pit would draw 

My feet, whilſt they defy thine upright law : 
Thy precepts teach me to be juſt and true, 
Then ſnatch me from this cruel, treacherous, erew : 
Who ſtrove, on earth conſum' d, to lay me low; 
But I thy precepts never would forego: 

To me thy mercy's quickening aid afford, 

Then ſhall I keep thy covenanted word. 


| L A M E D. | 

Thy word, Jenovan, ftands for ever knowhy 
So ſure, and ſtedfaſt, as thy heavenly throne: 
Ages it laſts, commenſurate to all, | 
Fix'd as thy baſis of this earthy ball: 
All things obey thy ſtated laws, and ftill 
Move in obedience to their ſovereign's will : 
I muſt have periſh'd thro' my ſorrow's ſmart, 
Unleſs thy law had rais'd my drooping heart: 
Thy precepts ever will I bear in mind, 
For 'tis in them thy quickening pow'r I find: 
Ol ſave thou me; for I am wholly thine ; 
And to thy precepts all my thoughts incline: 


The PSALMS of DAVID, 303 
The wicked wait, and would my ſoul deſtroy, 
But ſtill thy teſtimonies are my joy: | 
However perfe&, human ſchemes will fail; 
Thy boundleſs ſtatutes ever muſt prevail. 


; M E M. 5 
Oh! how I love thy law ! its gracious ſway 

Employs my meditation day by day; . 
My foes can ne'er o'er-reach me with ſurprize, 
Since thy commands are ever in mine eyes: 
I thoſe excell, by whom I once was taught, 
Becauſe thy cov nant is my conſtant thought ; 
From wiſdom's ſeeds maturer fruits I reap, 
Than th' ancient ſage, fince I thy precepts keep: 
To evil paths my feet ſhall never ſwerve, 

That I thy word inceſſant may obſerve: 

I from thy judgments never would depart, 
Since thou didſt write them on my conſcious heart: * 
How ſweet thy words ! which cannot be ſurpaſt, 
Yea ſweeter far than honey to my taſte : 
Tis thro' thy precepts I my mind improve, 
| Therefore my ſoul no treacherous ways can love. 


| CK. 
Thy word ſhines, like a lamp, with heav'nly rays, 


To guide my feet, and light my darkſome ways: 
Te 
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I've ſworn, nor e'er the ſolemn bond will break, 
Thy righteous judgments never to forſake : _ 
Strong pangs of ſorrow rend my breaſt, -O Lord, 
Quicken thou me, according to thy word: 
Accept my vows from a free, chearful, will, 
Thy judgments, Lord, into my mind inſtill: 
My ſoul doth nigh deſtruction daily draw, 
Vet do II not forget thy gracious law: 
The wicked plot to ſnare me in my way, 
vet from thy precepts would I never ſtray: 
Thy laws, my portion, ever I'll poſſeſs, A 
For they with joy mine heart enraptur'd bleſs : 
Therefore my ſoul's deſires, concenter'd, tend 
To keep thy 8 ev'n unto the end. 
28: 4 M E C H. 
| No falſe device mine upright ſoul approves, 
But what thy law enjoins it truly loves: 
Thou art mine hiding-place, my guardian ſhield, 
And 'tis thy word my certain hope doth yield: 
Depart from me ; avaunt, ye wicked bands, 
For I will keep my ſovereign God's commands : 
After thy word, ſupport mine hunted life, 
Nor ſink mine hope in ſhame thro? envious ſtrife : 
Safe ſhall I be, if thou my ſoul ſuſtain, 


Nor ſhall I in thy ſtatutes joy in vain: | 
= F Thoſe, 
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"Thoſe, who forſake them, fall beneath thy feet, 
And are impos'd on by their own deceit : 

Like droſs, the wicked thou doſt caſt away, | 
Thence is thy teſtimonies love my ſtay : * 

My trembling fleſh doth own thy dreaded name, | 4 
And thy juſt judgments awe my ſhivering frame. 


| 11 V. Ep 

Judgment and juſtice reign within my. breaft, . 

Let me not fall in virtue's cauſe oppreſt: 
Ze thou thy ſervant's ſurety, thou his friend, 
Nor let proud tyrants triumph in mine end: 
Mine eyes have fail'd, whilſt I thine aids await, 
And thy ſure promiſe to reſtore my ſtate: 
Let me, thy ſervant, thy compaſſion find, 
Ugfold thy ſtatutes to my longing mind : | 
Thee, I revere, on me thy light beſtow, 

Give me thy coy'nant to diſcern, and know : 
"Tis time, O Lord, that thou exert thine hands, 

For wicked men have ſpurn'd thy dread commands: 
| Which to my love are deem'd more precious ſtore 
Than gold; than gold refin'd from Ophir's ore: 
Hence I, as right, thy precepts highly rate, 

And all deluding, falſe, devices hate. 


X = 2 
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oy ah 

With wonder 1 peruſe thy ſacred law, = 
Its wiſdom doth my ſoul's attention draw : : 
'Thine opening word ſends forth celeſtial light, 
The fimple gives to know, and think aright : _ 
With open mouth, as pants my throbbing tongue, 
For thy belov'd commands, I chirſting long: 
To me, as to thy favourites, turn my face, 


Give, as to thoſe, who love thy name, thy grace : 3 


Confirm my footſteps in thy righteous ways, 

And o'er me let no fin its empire raiſe: 

Snatch me from tyrant and oppreſſive man , 

And then obſervant I'll thy precepts ſcan: 
On me, thy ſervant, make thy face to ſhine, 
And from thy ſtatutes beam thy rays divine: 
Rivers of tears ſtream from my mournful eygs, 


Becauſe degenerate men yo: law deſpiſe. 


7 4 


Thou, 1 art juſ thy. judgments to fulfill, 
And right determines thine imperial will: 
Thy laws atteſted claim our ſtrict regard, | 
| Righteous to puniſh, faithful to reward: 


— 
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Mine heart conſumes, with zeal indignant hot, 
Becauſe my foes thy ſtatutes have forgot; 

Thy word is fin'd from all impure alloy, 

Thence tis thy ſervant's reigning love, and joy: 

Tho' mean I am, thro” pride and ſcorn oppreſt, 3 

stamp d are thy precepts on my mindful breaſt : ,_ 

Thy juſtice thro? all ages ſhall endure, 

Thy law ſtands on truth's table baſis ſure : 

Diſtreſs and anguiſh have my boſom found, 

But ftill freſh joys from thy commands abound: 
| Thy teſtimonies ever juſt remain, 

ol give me wiſdom, and my life ſuſtain. 


a 


X 0 P H. 


Wich mine whole heart I cry d; Je HOVAH, hear ; $. 
And I thine aweful ſtatutes will revere : 
Save me, was my repeated, ſuppliant, cry, 
And I thy cov 'nant never will deny : 
I ery'd, and did prevent the dawning day, 
And, reſting in thy ſacred promiſe, pray: _ 
Before the evening watch, and midnight hours, 

My ſoul to thee its holy muſing pours : 
Alter thy mercy, hear, O Lord, my voice, 
* to thy will, my ſoul rejoice: 


X 2 2 Tyrants, 


308 The PSALMS ff DAVID, 
Tyrants, who follow miſchief, nigh me draw, 
But keep far diſtant from thy righteous law: 

Thou too art nigh, O Lord, whilſt they purſue, 
And thy commands with promiſe all are true: 
Tre known of old, thy cov'nant thou didſt found, 
To ſtand for ever chro duration's round. | 


RES . 


Ponder my woes, gh with thy ſuccour haſte, 
Thy law is never from my mind eras'd, 
Plead thou my cauſe, ſave and reſtore me, Lord, 
And quicken me, according to thy word: 
| Notto th' unjuſt is thy ſalvation near, 
Who will not to thy dread commands adhere : 
How boundleſs is thy tender mercies ſtore ! | 
As thou art wont, revive me ſtill with more: 
Strong are my foes, num'rous the tyrant race, 
Yet I thy teſtimonies ſtill embrace : | 
The falſe tranſgreſſors I condoling ſaw, | 

Since they regard not thine ora'clar law : 
Think how, O Lord, thy precepts I eſteem, 
After thy loving grace, my foul redeem : 
True is thy word, from the beginning fure, 
All thy juſt judgments ever wil endure. 


* 
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8:.C+H HN TEE | | 


To vex me, guiltleſs, tyrant pow'rs accord, 
But yet my heart regards thine aweful word : 
| Thine aweful word with joy mine heart repays, 
As numerous ſpoils the victor's toilſome days: 
Falſehood I hate, deteſting treacherous lies, 
And ftill thy truth with loving ardor prize: 
Sev'n times a day do I reſound thy praiſe, 
Becauſe of all thy judgment's righteous ways: 
Great peace the lovers of thy law attends, 5 
And nought their heav'n- directed feet offends: 
O Lord, my hope on thy ſalvation ſtands, 
And I have praQtis'd thy rever'd commands. 
Thy teſtimonies are my boſom care, 
My love beyond all earthly things they ſhare : 
Ne'er did I from thy law and coy'nant ſwerve, 


For il my paths thy piercing eyes obſerve. 


e 


Let my loud crying reach thy throne, O Lord, 

And make me wiſe, according to thy word: 

Before thee, let my ſupplication riſe, | 

And ſend thy promis d ſuecour from the rie: 
1 Os 70 
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To thee my lips ſhall chaunt the grateful ſong, 
When with thy word thou haſt inſpir'd my tongue : 
My mouth thy truth in pleaſing ftrains ſhall tell, 
Since all thy laws in righteouſneſs excell : 

| Lend me the ftrength of thine aſſiſting hands, 

Who ſeck the guidance of thy ſure commands : 

My longing mind doth thy ſalvation draw, 
And my delight is in thine heav'nly law: 

To praiſe thee, let my ſoul redeemed live, - 
Their help thine executed judgments give: 

Like a loſt ſheep, thy wand' ring ſervant ſtrays, | 
Reſtore me, mindful of thy precepts ways. 


PSALM 
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PSALM OXX. 
A Song of Degrees. | 

ARGUMENT. 
The Fourteen following Pſalms have the ſame Title ; 
eme think becauſe they were Sung by the Levites, as 
they went up the Steps of the Temple; or as they 
went up to their own Country again from their Cap- 
tivity. , Others think, that it refers to ſome gradual 
' Riſe of the Voice in Singing. This Pſalm ſeems to 
have been compos'd by David, upon the Information 
of Doeg, 1 Sam. xxii. but was made Uſe of by the 


Jews afterwards, in remembrance . the Captivity. 
ParRiIck, Nichols. 


- I Cry'd unto the 1 in deep diſtreſs, 

A Who kindly anſwer'd in my woes redreſs : 

Still guard my ſoul, O Lord, from guileful wrong, 
From lying lips, and a deceitful tongue. 

What, O thou falſe diſſembler, is thy due ? 

What from thy ſecret ſlander ſhall accrue ? 

Sharp arrows of th? almighty ; torturing fire 

Of * . unwilling to expire. 


X4 | | A 


eb. Coals of Juniper. Which wood in burning 
ſmelleth ſweet, but the coals thereof burn CLUE, 
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A wretch, and exil'd u long to mae Race, 
I ſeek in ” Kedar's tents a dwelling-place : 

In diſtant parts my converſe is conſin d 
To people of a rude and barbarous mind ; 
And whilſt I move my cauſe with peaceful words, | 
They ftand to arms, and draw their hoſtile ſwords. 


and laſt long. So that under the aſhes, (as ſome write) 
the glowing coals may be kept a year. Ains- 
WORTH. | | 5 
* Heb. Mz-sug ch. It may leni a People, the 
poſterity of Mech. Gen. x. 2. It denotes alſo 
length or protraction, and ſo may be here taken for no 
proper name, but 7 /qjourn fo long. And thus the /ever- 
ty turn it, my peregrination is prolong d. Which we have 
follow'd. AinswoRTH. 12 | 
w Kedar. The ſon of 1&mael, Gen. xxv. 13. whoſe 
children dwelt in Arabia Petræa. AinswoRTH, 
BYTHNER. | „ 


PSALM 
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PSALM Cxxl. 
A Song of Degrees. 
| AR GUM E NT. 
It is thought to be written by David, whilſt he was in 
the Field with his Army, during the Rebellion of 
Abſalom. And the Phraſe, according to Kimchi, 
ſeems to be Military, repreſenting a General, ear- 
nefily looking out for the Succours he expects. Pa- 
TRICK, NICHOLS. N 5 
O! to the hills I lift my watchful eyes, 
From whence proceed mine help and ſure ſupplies L 
From great Jeyovan comes my certain aid, | 
| Who heaven and earth in wond'rous wiſdom made. 
© Tis he, who * keeps thee, and thy path enſures, Om 
He will not ſlumber, who thy feet ſecures : | 
Lo! he, whoſe eyes the paſtur'd 1/-ael keep, 
Will never lumber, he will never ſleep: 
Jenovan keeps thee - where his conduct leads, 
On high a ſhadowing cloud Jexovan ſpreads; 


r 


Which 
* The paſtoral word, Keep, is here repeated, juſt in 
the ſame manner, as in the original. | 
„ This hath reference to God's protection of Mael 
in the wilderneſs. Exed. xiii, 21. Ja. iv. 5. AINS- 
WORTH, | | . 
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Which ſcreens thee from the ſalar heat by day, 
By night from damps, which wait the lunar ray: 
Kept by the Lord, no terrors ſhall annoy, 

No hoſtile evil ſhall thy ſoul deſtroy : . 

When iſſuing forth, and when returning home, 
He now ſhall keep thee, and in time to come. 


PSALM CxxII. 
A Song of Degrees of David. 


— * 


— 


ARGUMENT. 


It was probably written by him, when, after having 
ſettled the Ark on Mount Sion, he being in the Coun- 
try, heard the People ſpeak of going to worſhip God at 
Jeruſalem, on one of the three ſolemn Feaſts. The 


 ferft Verſe expreſſes his Pleaſure upon this Occaſion; 
in the ſecond, they are ſupposd to be juſt arriv'd 
there; the 3d, 4th, 5th, are a Deſcription of it upon 
the Sight thereof; the four laſt are Wiſhes for its 
Profperity. PATRICK, Nichols, MuDGE. 


HAT joyful raptures did my boſom feel? 

To hear the tribes exclaim with pious zeal ; 
O] let us dread Jrnovan's houſe attend, | 
O let our feet to Salem's gates aſcend.” 
Lo! Salem's walls diſplay a beauteous place, 
Join'd, like its people, with united grace ; 
| | There 
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| There go the tribes, the people of the Lord, 

2 To own his cov'nant, and his praiſe record: 
There ſtand the thrones, for awful judgment meet, | 
And there the houſe of David's regal ſeat. | 
O pray for favour'd Salem's good ſucceſs, 

Who bleflings call on her, themſelves ſhall bleſs, 
May gentle peace thy walls encircle round, 

And plenty in thy palaces abound : 

Here will I hope, that peace her ſeat may take, 
Both for my brethren, and companion's ſake; 

"Tis here JeHovan's ſacred houſe hath ſtood, 
And, therefore, Salem, I will ſeek thy good. 


z Orig. Tothe reftimany, i. e. theark, in which were 
the tables of the covenant, or teſtimony, and from whence 
Gad teſtiſied his preſence by oracle. Exod. xxv. 21. 


22. By the teſtimony to Iſracl may alſo be meant, ac- 


cording to the charge given for their coming thither, Deut. 
Xvi. 16, 17. AINSWORTH. | MEE 
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_ 


PSALM CXXIIL 
A Song of Degrees. 

ARGUMENT. 

It is conjeftur'd to have been wrote by ſame pious Perſon 
(poſſibly Iſaiah) when the King of Aſſyria ſent Rab- 
ſhakeh, to beſiege Jeruſalem, who poured me/t 
contemptuous and blaſphemous Words againſt God and 
his People, 2 Kings xviii. 19. But other Opinions 


bold it to be of later Date, and that it was compos'd 


towards the Expiration of the Captivity. PATR ICK, 
Nichols. 


Thou, who * art enthron'd 3 in 1 n on high, 

To thee I turn mine elevated eye. 
As ſervants watch, who dread their Lords commands 5 
Or maidens eyes await their miſtreſs hands; 
Our eyes ſo ſtedfaſt on JeHovan wait, . 
Till he in pity ſhall reſtore our late. | 
Let, Lord, thy mercy, let thy mercy flow 
On us, poor abjects, in ſurpaſſing woe; 

Our ſoul in woe ſurpaſling groans aloud, 
| Thro' Frants ſcorn, and the deſpightful proud. 

2 Orig. Sitteft, that is, reigneſt, Fe. Hel. 1 1 judg- 


| eff, for heaven is God's throne, Lxvi 1. Alxs- 
WORTH. 


"RAT. 


A Song of Degrees of David. 
AR GUM E N. 


The Occaſion of this Pſalm ſeems to have been the Deli- 


verance of David from the Rebellion f Abſalom , 
but it was made uſe of afterwards by the Jews, as a 
devotional Form of Thankſgiving far their Rata from 
the Captivity. Nichoxs. 


NLESS chro' great IEnOVARH's pow'rful aid, 
(By Hrael be this vocal tribute paid) 

Unleſs thro? great Jzuovan's aid beſtow'd, 
| When foes aſſail d us in a numerous croud ; | 
We muſt have periſh'd, ſwallow/ d quick, * whole, 
When fury kindled in their raging ſoul: 
Then had the threat ning deluge drown'd our coaſt, 
Our lives had in th' o erwhelming ſtreams been loſt : 
| Nought could our lives from the > proud deluge fave, 
Which muſt have yielded to the tyrant wave. 1 
Vour grateful vows to great Jezovau pay, 
Who hath not giv'n us to their teeth a prey. 


b » Ole, Proud waters, The Chaldee 3 The 
adverſe pow'r, whoſe camp © was like the high ae waters f the 
fea. AINSWORTH, 
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318 De PSALMS of DAVID... 
Our ſoul's, as birds, ſcap'd from the fowler's ſnare, 
Tis broke, and freed we draw the vital air. 
Our help is in Jenovan's glorious name, 

Who made the heav'n and earth's ftupendous frame. 


1 


— — — 


P.S'A L M. CXXV. | 
ARGUMENT... 


In what Age this Pſalm was compos d, is uncertain ;, tho 
Biſhop PATRICK conjectures it to refer to the Time 
of Sennacherib's Invaſion. It is an Exhortation to 
rely on God's Providence, and not to make uſe of 
indirect means of Safety. PATRICK, NICHOLS, 
HE V. who in great Jenovan's name confde, 4 
Like Sion's mount, ever unmov'd abide + | | 
Around our Salem guardian mountains riſe, 
As round his fenced tribes the Lord's ſupplies: 
On the juſts lot © no tyrant rod ſhall reſt, 8 
Leſt they ſhould ſin, thro” length of time oppreſt: 


+4 


© No tyrant rod ſhall reſt; meaning, no dominion or 
power of oppreſſive tyrants ſhould continue ſo long to 
aflit the 5 rp as to quell their. patience, and, 
by taking off their confidence from God, to put them 


upon uſing evil means for deliverance. PaTRIcx. 


d 


The. PSALMS of DAVID. 319 
Thy good, Jenovan, to the good beſtow,” 
And to th' upright } in heart thy favour ſhow :; 
But thoſe, who turn to crooked paths aſide, 
With evil workers, who thoſe paths have try'd, 
The Lord ſhall lead, where torments ftill increaſe, 
Whilſt /ae/7's race ſhall reſt in ſettled peace. 


PSALM CXXVI. 
A Song of Degrees. 


ARG U ME N T. 


This Pſalm was indited by Eſdras, or ſome in ira 
Author of that Time; and is a Triumphal Song in 
Congratulation of the Jews Return from the 127 
* PATRICK, NICHOLs. 


— 


HEN back Jznovau captive dis brought, 


_ *Twaslikeapleafing dream's tranſportingthought: 
Then on our lips the mirthful accents hung, 
Then rang forth joyful ſhouting from our tongue ; 
| This language from th' aſtoniſh'd heathen brake, 
< Their Lord hath done great wonders for their ſake, 
_ « Surpaſling wonders hath Jeuovan done, 
By Sion own'd in each rejocing ſon,” 
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320 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Yet bleſs her with her fill remaining bands, 
As ſtreams n the 4 Southern lands. 


PSALM cxxvn. 
A Song of Degrees for, or rather by, Solomon. 


ARGUMENT. 


The Tenour of it is to aw, that no n of Men 
can be proſperous, but thoſe which have the Bleffng 
of God attending them. * 5 


XCEPT Jr nova ſhould the plan p prepare, 
In vain 1s all the builder's artful care ; ; 


Except Jenovan ſhould the city keep, 
In vain the watchman is depriv'd of ſleep: 
| 5 


* Heb. Ban-NE-CHEBH. 4 the diy land, as were the 
ſoutbern countries, being waterleſs, Judg. i. 15. Here 
we may underſtand, This ſhall be to us, as the rivers in 
the ſouth. The Chaldee paraphraſeth, As the land is. 
turned, when water-ſprings break forth into it „ in time of 
2 AinSWORTH, BYTHNER, | 


The PSALMS. of DAVID. om. 
To riſe up early, fit up late, is vain, „ | 


4 


And thus to eat the bread of anxious pain: ; \ 
But who Js HOVAH have their truſt confeſt, : 
He gives to them, his well-beloved, reſt. | Z 
He gives them ſons, the womb's delightful fruit, 9 
And thus rewards the pious parent's ſuit. a 5 
As arrows in the mighty hero's band. JF : 
So to their aged fires the youthful band: We 1 
He's bleſs'd, whoſe quiver's full; nor mall een. | x; [| L 
Defenceleſs, i in the 0 gate, or 3 | + 
Orig. They ſhall Peak with their enemies in the . 17 
i. e. plead in 21 77 which was at the city gates. It bay 
may alſo be read, 7 _ ſubdue the enemies in the gate. NY 
The Greek giveth the interpretation; the Chaldee too | 15 
ſaith, M ben they contend with their adverſaries in the gate a 1555 
of the . Our bible verſion 0e wp E 1 
fo boi AINSWORTH. 75 . , 44 
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Liarned en think, this Pm, m Was. WT, pritt bs th 
Author of th foregoing. one; and Fae it rs 
the Jews, as an 22 in their Office's 2 5 

and thereſbie i i- "Og in-that"sf our IO 
Fare Nu. 


LS. A 8 fy. NI 5 
do Fg fly at L 


* 


LESSINGS. are: his, who fears the Lord, norfirays 
From the ſmqoch paths of kits dchg ful way: 


9 2 A \» W 


e thou ſhalt cat the labour of thine hand, | 8 Ds #7 
7 A 1 _ 33 


Ny wite, like vines des to err 

Which on thy walls their plenteous fruit afford, 

Thy ſons, like olive-plants * around chy board. 
Theſe bleſſings, thro' kind heaven's indulgent care, 

"" "Ma man ſhall reap, who will Jezovan fear. 
 ?Thto"him from Sion numerous joys ſhall nie ; 
And Salen's good ſhall ever glad thine eyes: 

Lo! thy ſon's ſons thy ſight ſhall daily meet ; 

And Ist's peace render thy bliſs complete. 


PSALM 


SE» * 


The Ps AS. 1. VID. 333 


S A L M- Cxxrk. 70 282g 4 


Sd tot god 


| Hind A Song of Degrees, 3 


* o 
Anse 


a £ b- «ir * W 5 2 gs 5 A 9 74 1 1 | 
Eh AR M E. N. on in 


The Author of this Pfalm Was probably Eſdras, er fa 
other pious and inſpired Perſon, whilſt the Jews were 


n their Troubles, after their Captivity ; it may be in 
the Difficulties, they were in about rebuilding the 
Wall, Se, PATRICK, Nichols. 


PF TEN we ground beneathoppreſiing foes,” 
Since from it youthfourereging men roſe . 

May Mael now. thro” ſad experience [> nn 1 
Oft from its youth in thrall weigroaning /; 
Vet ſavy their gere attempts as often fall, 
00 Nor Whally' could their cruſhing aims prevail,” * 
"The plowery gave the long intrenching ſtroke, . f g 5 \ 
And on our livid backs their furrows broke: 
When Jaſt Ji EHOVAH view'd our N pain, 
Reach'd = his FN ney cut their f cords in ry . 
Let all; who bear to Sie fell deſpight, | 


— 
; 


Be turned ba = bag to ſhamefl tight: na bee 
$ 2 11 8 


4 ws 12 * * 


& 


That is, put gt an hs to 3 fer, 'T If den 0 3 
that they mi 2 not always hold us under their yoke, 
and thus miſerably. * and n over us. 

PATRICK, 
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_ aps « F 46 * 
0 „„ #44 
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„ m PSALMS of DAVID 


As graſs on walls, unpluck'd, ſoon dies away: 
Which never fills the luſty reaper's hand, 

Whil& thoſe, who paſs, no proſpering wiſhes frame, 
Nor ſay, We bleſs you in Js#ovan's name. 


, 12 1 1 Sr wy % «on > 199 R 1 
* 1 7 by — bs + * AN . * J * ; 5 of * 2 
i "IH IN 14 +4, IP e 1 . 


N e 8 L 19 + - 


. gi a2 5 L 
1} A Sang og of 5 Degrees. TI — 4 A 7 4 te . 
„ Y be Ab +. b, 


A R G NM E N er 


Some attribute it to David, en 02-85 duep Guilt 
. of his. Sin toith Bathſheba, or the Perſecution of 
Saul. Obers thin it ꝛuas compas'd by Jome pious 
Perſon under the. Captivity. It is one of. the ſeven 
penitential Pſalms ; and is an earnef Prayer to God 
for the Pardon of Sin, and TIN ny [rem Puniſh- 
ment. Pargic, Nrchors. nne e an 


4 
'%. # 


8. 
ron 44 Ty: 


* cry, Janovan, from the deepsT ſend, 
Hear thou my voice, my ſuppliant pray” 'r attend: 


If has wert, Lord, to mark our fins ſevere, 

W hat man the dreadful ſcrutiny might bear ? 

But thou art in tremendous goodneſs great, 
"Therefore we bow de thine ls Mz | e 


197 Ly * $6.4 £4 4 33 » > 


The PSALMS 'of / DAVID: 
Thee, O Jznovan, thee my ſoul awaits, 


Thy word's mine hope in all my preſing ſtraits ; 2 


O Lord my ſoul's impatient for thy ſtay, 
As thoſe, who waiting = watch the morning ray, 
Who for thy ſervice watch the dawn of day. 


His hope let 1ae/ in Jeuovan place, ; 


For with Jznovan is abundant grace: 


From him flows largely that galt Pupisg iream ; 
Who ae will from all his fins redeem. 


2 Orig. Watchmen." Which the Chaldze 


thus, More impatient than they, (i. e. the * 


the temple) <wuho obſerve 1 — watch, 
they may offer i morning e AINSWORTH. 
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326 Ni PSALMS "97DAvID. 


a — HU 2 05 iin 33 «<HATON af * 4 — 4 1 
. c $A! N - Ni to: 
3 A Song Fn Degreaof Devi, Shoth en 
: 4 
ARG b M E N 3 
It was wrote to purge its Author fra, any Doe, * 
Micking the Kingdom duridg pag Life. ; Pa- 
TRICK, Nieners. „0 8 
ORD, in mine W no be bid: ariſe, 
No views ambitious lure my longing eyes W 
| From graſping aims of power my life is clear, 5 2 
Nor do 1 plunge in things beyond my ſphere: 
5 Juſt as a child, which the fond mother weans, 
A child, that on the breaſt no longer leans; f 
> Such is my ſoul, depending on thy care, | 
| | Such is my ſoul, fo paſſive, and ſo fair. | 
. Let Hael on Jenovan thus confide, : DR ; 
On him for evef let his hope abide; 
1 1 A EN | \ 
PSALM 
: 8 
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A Song of Degrees. , | ve wg 
A R G UM E N r. FOX 


FR 8 


CY Tig preſumd by the beſt Criticks to he written by 
Solomon, when he built the Temple, and fulfilled 
what was deſigu'd by his Father David, 2 Sam, | 
Chap. vii. LATSICK) Nichors. | 


8 thy ſervant Dodell to minds) - 
How griev'd, yet meek, his ſoul, and how reſign d? d? * 
- How he to Jarab's God, adoring, bow d. 
To great Jeuovan ſwore, and humbly vow'd: 
_ « Surely, I'll never to mine houſe repair, | 
% To take my bed, or make my dwelling there: 
'« I will not give my wearied eyes to ſleep, , 
R «© Nor ſhall their cloſed orbs mine eyelids here 
« Till I can find, ae his dread h ark to reſt, — _ 
'" a mighty God ſhall be e i 
TER TE 9 N hat Zo 


- 


W The 1 which the 8 call Mikbles, : 
had been in an unſettled condition, except one. period 
| of time, ever ſince they came into the land of Canaan. 
It was firſt pitch d in Gi/gal, and ſtaid there twenty-four | 
years. Then it was remov'd to, Shilbh, where it 
remain d to che dend of EA, three hundred and . 
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228 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Lo! as we heard, at Ephrata it flood, : 
Twas in thoſe fields, where roſe th' adjoining wood: 
There to bis ſacred tabernacle go,, 
And let us at his footſtool proſtrate low. 
Ariſe, Jexovan, fix thy ſeat at length, 
Thou, and the ark of thine almighty ſtrength. 
Led juſtice cloath thy rightepus priefts ar ound, | 
And let thy gracious ſaints their joy refound. _ 
JEexovan, for thy ſervant David's ſake, 
Do not thine eyes from thine anointed take. 
Jerovan {ware by his own ſacred name, * 
In truth he ſware, nor will his oath diſclaim : | 
A ſovereign prince, from thee deſcended down, 
Will I exalt to fit upon thy throne : 
| ADS 
nine years. Aſter his death, Shiloh being laid waſte, it 
was tranſlated to Neb; where it remain'd,. they ſay, 
thirteen years; (but was now no better than a cabinet 
without its jewel, the ari being in another place, and 
never reſtor'd to it after that deſolation of Shih ; ſee 
Pſalm Ixxvin.) After the death of Samuel they fay Nob 
was alſo deftroy'd. And then it was carried to Giheon, 


where So/omon found it, and from thence fetch'd it, 
when he had finiſh'd the temple. PaTrick. 


i Orig. Let thy prieſts be cloathed with righteouſneſs, or 
juſtice; that is, Let them juſtly and =P adminiſter the 
-prieff's office. So Job, ſpeaking of his juſt adminiſtration, 
" ſaith, 7 put on righteouſneſs, and it cloathed me, my judgment 
was as a robe and a diadem, Job. xxix. 14. Therefore 
_ - the prieſts had holy garments to officiate in. Exod. 
Ak viii, 2, 3. Alxswok rn. 


Nay, Judah's throne ſhall be for ever nine, 0 
To grace thy ſeed, and aggrandize thy line 
Tf fill they ſhall maintain my facred cauſe, 7 
Walk in my cov'nant, and obſerve my laws. 
His Sion hath Jzyovan choſe his ſeat, 
Here will he dwell, and here his vot'ries meet. 
Round beauteous Sich ſhall his bleſſings ſpread, 
To feed her hungry, fill her poor with bread. 
Fl with ſalvation robe her prieſts around, RE 
| Whilſt all her ſaints loud-ecchoing joy reſon. 5 
There ſhall its ſhoots the * horn of David raiſe, Ds 
My lamp ſhall fill round mine anointed blaze 
His foes defeated will I cloath with name, +» 
But ftill his crown ſhall flouriſh with his name. 


k Theſe are metaphors in frequent uſe ; David ſhould 

ever have in 7, a horn flouriſhing, and a light, 

or lamp burning. A horn is an emblem of ſovereignty ; 

as one horn dropp'd,off, another ſhould ſpring up; and 

| his lamp ſhould never beextinguiſh'd, in alluſion to the 
ever-burning lamp of the temple, Mupce, | 
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_— 1 


. UMPNT. 


his 8 Was 'probady enen! 37 David, _ 
the Tribes ware contending, who ſhould be moſt 
> forward to bring the King back from the Place, s 
which the rebelliaus Arms ef Ahſalom bad\driven 
; bim, 2 Sam. xix. * PATRICK, Nichols. 


4 H AT5 joys they reap? what oli pleaſure prove? 
Where brethren's hearts unite in holy love. 
Tis hke the, 16 5 oil on Aaron's ner 70 
Which to th imbibing beard deſcending donn, 
Stream'd to his ſkirts ; whilſt from NA 

Thus all around the rich perfume is prend. A 

Tis as the drops, bedewing Hermon's hill, 

Or which on Sion's beauteous mount diſtill. 


5 e For 


1 Orig. I he good all ; the 1 ointment ; com- 
pounded of the principal ſpices, which conſecrated 
the high prieſt, Exod. xxx. 31, 32. &. The meanin 
is, Like as that ſpreads around its fragrant. odours, 
doth holy love, and concord, its, difuſrve influences — 4 
brethren. AINSWORTH, PATRICK, 


For there the Lord abs fins lad tn firs, 


- 2 
OY 2 * 
4 wa 7 


| 5B, S AL M CXXXIV, 


y 2 AsSeng of Degrees. 


1 x * 8 


wy ry 0 * M E W T. 
Ti afribd 10 no certain Author 5 but Wiiters agree, 


. that tis @ Liturgical Pſalm, us d in the Service of 


ein Temple, and to be ſung in Parts, between the 


High- Prieſt, and other inferior r and . 


PATRICK, Nicnors. 


wh all his 1 let your notes Wi 
Who nightly watch within his ſacred choir, -- 

To bleſs Jzxovan.. in his temple raiſe, _ 

Your ſpotleſs hands; and give Jznovan. praiſe. 

The Lord, who gave to.heav'n and earth their frame, 

From Sion bleſs thee, Nail, in his name. 
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ARGUMENT. 


This Pſalm Kant to be adapted "oe common Uſe in the 


Temple ; and poſſibly might be the Morning 3 
which the Præcentor (Ver. 4, 5.) called upon the 


Levites to ſing at the opening of the Gates of the 
Temple, as the former might be ſung at the ſhutting 
up the Gates in the Evening. The four Verſes from 


the r5th, differ very litile from the 4, 5, 6, 8, of 
115th, which it is certain was compos'd in a Time of 
great Diftreſs, as this was, when it was over. Pa- 
ane Nickors. K 


Meme fils ghceigus keine; 
All ye, kis'ſervants, chaunt Jenovan's fame; 
The Levite band, which in his temple waits, 
And ye, who ſtand within his Sion's Gates : 
Praiſe ye, Jenovan, ever good and kind, 
His praiſe is pleaſant to the grateful mind. 
- Diſtinguiſh'd love he will to Jacob bear, 
And choſen Jjael, his peculiar care : 
Great is Jenovan, by his ſervant known, | 
What God can with Inova ſhare the throne ? 
His will muſt ſtand all heaven and earth around, 
In the ſubmiſſive ſeas, and each profound: 


| From 
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From diſtant earth he makes the vapours ne, | 
Condenſe in clouds, and veil th' ethereal ics + 
 Whence lightnings glare; and whence the haſty ra rains 1 
Pour down i in torrents on the bubbling plains. © 

He keeps the winds. amongſt his hidden ftores.; 2 5 

| Unlocks his treaſures, and the tempeſt bars. 914 

The prime of all their firength chro- Egypt's land, 
Both man, and beaſt; felt his deſtroying hand: ö 
His wrath on Pharoah, and his realm, was ſent” 4 39 9 
In ſignal plagues, and wond'rous puniſtiment,” | OL”. 
_ He in the bloody field his marvels wrought, n+ 


N 


2 mighty kings, and numerous nations, fmore: 125 

There Sakon, ch Amorite, reſign'd his breath, 

There Og, the king of Bahar, found his death: 

Vanquiſh'd alike were Canaan's warlike hoſts, 

_ And all the kingdoms, ſpread throughout its coaſts. 

"Twas. there he would his favourite 1fael * 

And to his race conſign the promis'd grant. 

Ever, Jenovan, ſhall endure thy name, ey 

And thy n memorials ever keep thy fame. by 

Jexovan will his people's cauſe defend, 

And ſave his ſervants, gracious in the end. | | E 
3 I ke 


# ' 


J > : 
m Heb. Zich-RE-CHA, from Zachar, whence Ze- 
cher, the mp „Which is aner private, — 


k 2 * ; 
334 The (PSALMS, H DAVID. 
The Gods, for whom the heathen altars flame, 
Are gold and filver, wrought by man to frame: EIGEN 
Mouths have they, ſuch as never duenee broke, : 
And eyes, which ne'er on proſtrate mortals lack ; 
Ears have they, which nel er heard the vocal notes, : 1 : 


No airy draughts pervade their breathleſs throats. 4 
They're blind alike, the makers and the en xr jor * 
And thoſe, who at their ſhripes their ſuit . 
o houſe of Jag, give Jayoyau praiſe, 20 de 
O houſe of Aaron, ſing your thankful > OFF 
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Give, Sion, to o Jes novan i beings meet, 
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that internal eaſe, 8 we retain in our min 
things paſt; or publick, denoting a monument, . 
or token, whereby the remembrance af rem Ber 

facts is preſerved: as it t may Bb. here taken. ByT 
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(ns Thank 1 or pt magnifyin God s Marcies 
* the ale 45 he lar . TT V. erſe, 
For his Mercy endureth for Ever, is fo far from 
being a vain, Repetition, that it ; expres. a great 
Degree of Earngftmeſs i in the Devotion, f 45 very proper 
in Liturgical Forms, and i is in ſeveral particulars 
very well initated Io Lad Church. Haute, 
Nichors. ban iy. 2 ram n ον 2H 


414 


(00D e Janovan, Vlefs is bel, name, 3 
And loudly to the God of gods proclaim dt 


WS; 15 LV 277872 he : - $4 of 1 
Vour tributary thanks; j for ever ſure 
5 | worm beiten 2E 


His  wide-extending mercy will endure. eat” 
""G give unto the Lord of lords you praiſe, 
To him alone your grateful a an ems raiſe, © 9 


% 8 - 
one 22+ poet, * =. TAB? FE © "5 ES. > 


Who doth ſtupendous works : : for ever ſure 


1 - 
r 2 22 So — 1 
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His wide-extending mercy Co end lure. _ 
g* 77 8 Fe 


He 'by his wiſdom heaven's high concave ſpread, 
n +4 2777 | 41 


And bade the ard riſe from — watery bes 2 


41 2 a +, on? 6 


With his almighty voice: for ever ſure 


Pi 2 . 1441 
His wide-extending mercy will endure, 
ans I 
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Tas he, who made each great, celeſtial light | 

mam. eee 

His wide-extending mercy will endure. _ 
He ſmote the irt: born thro* th? Ennis, d. 

And an- frth'out arm: bor ever fure | 


- Hen each fle made the Red. bs retire | * 
For Ifaels footſteps: but in vengeful ire 5 * 
; Finng'd P and his hoſts: for ever es.” ... 


"Twas Y who ade d Kis choſen tribes to wh 
Oni by his pow r fell many a potent king) K. } 
Thro' defarts wild and vaſt: for ever ſure F 
His covenanted mercy wil endure. ; 

Twas he, who great and 8 kings « ; o e | 
Sibon, the Amoritih monarch, flew, 
And Baſhar's tyrant, Og: for erer ſure 
His covenanted merey will endure. | & 0a 

He gave the lands, their wreſted ſreptres f fon ya, 
Ev'n to his ſervant Trae he convey'd 


Their lands an heritage: forever fore FE 
His covenanted mercy will endure. gion , . 5 
8 Twas 
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"Twas he remembred us, reduc'd, and low, 

Rais'd us, redeem'd from each oppreſſive foe, 

To a triumphant joy : for ever ſure 

His covenanted mercy will endure. 88 
He gives, to feed all fleſh, the earth's increaſe, 

O! never let your thankful praiſes ceaſe 

To heaven's o'er-ruling God: for ever ſure 

His wide-extending mercy will endure. 


F * 1 5 5 
a Ss - 7 


PSALM CXXXVI. 
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This is a mournful Song, compos'd by ſome captive 
Levite in Babylon, when he reflected upon their 
ſad parting with their dear Country, and the Scorn 


with which their Enemies treated them in that ſtrange 


Land. PATRICK, | 


A TEAR » Babe7s fireams we ſat, to tears reſign'd, 
When Sion's dear remembrance ſtruck our mind: 
Our ſympathizing harps, for muſick ſtrung, 

Now on the bordering willows filent hung : 

Z Mocking 


- 
„It is a conjecture of St. Chry/oftome's, that th: 
Tewiſh captives were not ſuffer'd at firſt to dwell in any 


of their conquerors towns, or cities, but were diſpers d 
all along ſeveral rivers of the country, where they 


built for themſelves tabernacles, or cottages. PATRICK. 
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Mocking our groans, th' enſlaving tyrants ſay, : _ 
« Sing us, from $ien's choirs, a mirthful-lay.” ,  - 
How can or raiſe our voice, or tune qur hand, 
A lay to Mael's God, in a ſtrange land ? - 

If, Salus, I forget thee in my thought. 
May my right hand forget the fcilfull note; 
May to my-palate cleave the faſt'ned tongue, 

If Salem riſe not with my mindful ſong. _ 
Remember, Lord, and firſt on Edom frown ; 

ce Haze it, they ſaid, raze it entirely down :” 
Daughter of Babel too, thy turn ſhall come, 

When thou mayſt look for thy reward at home: 

| When ſome tyrannick conqueror ſhall repay 

Thi oppreflions, under which we groaning lay. | 
Bleſt he ! whoſe arms ſhall ſeize thy little ones, 
And daſh their tainted blood againſt the ſtones. 
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PSALM CXXXVnI. 
wed A Palm of David. 


AR G M ENT 


The Title aſcribes it to David, by whom it figs be 
compos d upon his promotion to the royal Dignity. 
However, the Septuagint Tranſlation ſays, that it 

 2oas made uſe of by Haggai and Lachary upon the 

re-building of the Temple. It is a pious Thankſ- 
giving to God for Merctes receiv d. PATRICK, 
Nichors. 


O thee I'll offer my ſincereſt praiſe, 

'Midft the vicegerent gods mine anthems raiſe ; 
And bowing tow'rds thy ſacred palace down, 
| With joy thy ſtedfaſt truth and mercy own: 
For this thy goodneſs ſtands upon record, 
Exalting above all thy name and word. 
Thou in my trouble waſt my ſure reſort, 
Did hear me, and my ſoul with ſtrength ſupport, 
All earthly kings ſhall homage thee, O Lord, 
When they ſhall hear the wonders of thy word : 
Yea, they ſhall ſing the good Jexovan's ways, 
For matchleſs is Jenovan's glorious praiſe. 

"0 * Jenovan's 


340 The PSALMS F DAVID. 
Jenovar's high, yet he reſpects the low, 

But from afar he doth che lofty know. 

| Tho! I thro! deadly perils ſcarce could live, 

Yet will thy timely aids my ſoul revive: : 
From me thine hand ſhould ward the furious blow, 
And thy right-hand ſhould ſave me from the . 
Still ſhall the Lord his gracious bleſſings ſend, 

And what he hath begun, compleatly end: 

Thy promis'd mercy mult for ever ſtand, * 
Forſake not, Lord, the works! of thine own hand. 
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To the chief Muſician, A Pſalm of David. 
ARGUMENT: 

This is an excellent m on thoſe divine Attributes, 
the Omnipreſence, and Oniniſcience of God. 
To theſe David appeals for an Approbation of his 
Integrity, and the Honeſly of his Intentions. It 
is probable, that it was written during Saul's 
Reign, when he was traduc d for having ill Deſigns 
againſt that Prince, PATRICK, NICHOLS. 

| EHOVA H, thou haſt ſearch'd, and try'd my frame, 2 
Mine embrio- thoughts, e'er to the birth they came: 
To thee mine outward acts, my ſitting down, 
And mine upriſing, are exactly known. 
Lo! all my ways are * ſifted by thine eye, 
Or when I'm rais'd, or when at reſt I lie: 
E'er yet my words can utter mine intent, 
O Lord, thy knowledge doth my tongue prevent: 
| Z 3 es Thou 
o Heb. Zz-RI-THA. Thou fanneft, ewinnoweſt, or 
compaſſeth, that is, doth diſcuſs and ſearch out to the 
utmoſt ; even N the footſteps, according to the 
Greek, Compare Fob xxxi. 4. Biſhop Hake renders 


it, Thou doft compaſs, apprehending it to be a metaphor, 
taken from hunting. Alxswokrn, Har. 


342 Tür PSALMS J DAVID. 
Thou haſt beſet, and compaſs'd me around, 
And 'tis thine hand hath fix'd my ftated bound: 
Such excellence, ſo wondrous, and fo high, 
Exceeds the limits of my reaſon's eye. 
Where from thy ſpirit can 1 ſhrouded be? 
Or whither from thy boundleſs presence flee ? 
If I aſcend to heaven's extremeſt ſphere, 
There ſhall thy glorious majeſty appear : 

Should I to earth's infernal regions go, 


Thine eye would pierce the vaſt profound below: 


If on the golden wings of v morning light 
To weſtern ſeas I ſteer my rapid flight, 


| Yet fill ſhould I perceive thy guardian care, 
And ſtill would thy right-hand conduct me there. 


* 
. 


Or ſhould I ſeck the fable ſhades of night, 
The darkneſs all around me would be light : 
All things perſpicuous to thine eyes abide, 
From thee can no obſcuring darkneſs. hide : 
The darkneſs ſhines, clear as the ſolar ray, | 
To thee, and both alike are night and day. 
"Twas thou, who didſt my ſecret 1 reins poſſe 7%, 
And wrap me, folded in the womb's receſs: 


4 * 
. o + * 


Fear- 


p Meaning, from the eaſt to the weſtern coaſts. 
4 That is, My miſt retired thoughts and contrivances, 
and my moſt W deferes are apparent to thee, Wr 
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Fearfully made, will I thy praiſe proclam 
My wound · up maſk. Was open to thine eye.. 
Whilſt in its dark abode eonſin d to lie 
When 'twas, with curious veins * embroider'd oer, 
Hid as in pregnant mines the precious ſtore... 
My fabrick, Cer I was, thy plan delign'd, 
And all my parts were copied from thy mind. 
How can we rate the tenders of thy care? 
Or how determine what their numbers. are ? 
To ſum them were to count the ſandy grains; 
By day and night intent, they mock my pains. 
Sure heay'nly vengeance will to death purſue 
The wicked bands: then fly, ye bloody crew : 

Z 4 Thine 


to biſhop Parzicx; but biſhop HARE renders the 
expreſſion, Thou haſt created my reins ; which ſeems beſt 
to ſuit the connection. 


r Heb. Rux-xam-Ti. I was curiouſly wronght, 
as with the needle, as it were embroider'd over with 
nerves, finews, veins, c. ArixsworTH, BrTH- 
NER. 


s Orig. When I awake, I am ſtill with thee. That 
is, This is my laſt thought in the night, auben ſleep 
feals upon me, and the firſt in the morning, when I awake. 
Hare, from Simeon pe Muis. 
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Thy foes blaſpheming take thy name in vain. 

Do not thy haters, Lord, mine hatred move? 

Do not they grieve me, who with thee have ſtrove? | 
This hate indignant nothing can . vo 
And I dare own mine enmity to theſe. 

Search me, O God, and know my conſcious heart, ” 
Try me, bhi | 

If there it lies, the wicked way diſcloſe; © A 


PSALM 


1 Pe SW ' 
4 Y 2 22 £ $a 4 4 1 4 
93 8 2 " JE: EL P 2 * 
— — 


3 


"pF 8 A L M 'CXL. ; | 
To the chief Muſician. A Pſalm of David, 


ARGUMEN T. 

The particular 'Occaſion | of it was his Perſecution by 
Saul, when be was inſtigated thereunto by the 
Calumnies of Doeg, and the Information of the 
Ziphites, 1 Sam. xxiii. 20. PaTRICK, Ni- 
CHOLS. | 


RESERVE me from 85 wicked man, as, 
O Lord, the violent man's impetuous rage 

Both theirs, whoſe hearts o'er ſecret miſchiefs brood, 

And who with open force purſue my blood: 

| Their darting tongue, like venom'd ſerpents, wounds, 


And aſpic poiſon ſhoots in vocal ſounds, 
| Selah. 


Preſerve me from the wicked hands, aſſwage, 
O Lord, the violent man's impetuous rage: 
Who ſubt'ly all their treacherous {kill employ, 
To work my ruin, and my peace deſtroy : | 
For me beſide the way the proud prepare 
Their cords, and nets, and each inſidious ſnare. 

5 Selah. 
cc Thou art my God; I cry'd unto the Lord; 
2 Attend my voice, and hear my ſuppliant word: 

« O God, 
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«« O God, the Lord, thou ſaving ſtrength doſt yield, | 
Thou art mine helmet in th embattl d field: 

« Give not, O Lord, the wickeds aims ſucceſs, 

t * Leſt * _ themſelves; ; their ſchemes ſuppreſs.” 
| For thoſe, — DRE cont] thiie ions - 
Shall their own lips the wily miſchief ſpread? = 
| They on themſelves the glowirig coals mall cal, 
And thro? his pow'r in raging fire ſhall fall: 3 
Sunk down in pits, which their own hearts deniſe, 
; His arm ſhall plunge them, never more to riſe.” 125 


= '»Stabliſh'd on earth, let not the ſlanderer fand, 


Let evils hunt the violent from the land. 

I know Jenovan will avenge t the poor, 3 
He will th* oppreſſed to their right reſtore : FT | 
Thy praiſe the juſt in grateful ſtrains ſhall tell, 
And in thy preſence ſhall the righteous . 0 


Orig. They Hall FRO themſelves 3 viz. 
kindled — The own A e Ah Hall be Eule 
them. The Hebrew will bear both theſe ſenſes 3. 
eir judgments being from God, but procur'd of 
themſelves. ern. : | 
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Maft probably it was written Hf Froubles in * 
Reign of Saul. He herein doth particularly big of 


God Grace, that he might not, by um ihtemperdits 
or imprudent Word, give bis Adverſaries any 
Advantage againſt him. PATRICK, NIcHoLs, - 


Kin Los *. 4 


AKE haſte unto me, Lord; to thee I cry ; 
" Attend me, ſince to this 1 ſuppliant fi: 
** thee let my pray r, as incenſe, „ eee 
And my ftretch'd palms, as th* enaing Gerider: 
Set, Lord, around my mouth thy ſacred gourd, 
Keep thou before its doors the watchful ward : 
Avert from ill, and thoſe wha work deceit, 
Mine heart ; nor let me of their dainties eat. 
Let the juſt ſmite me, I'll the kindneſs own, 
Let him reprove me with a gracious frown, 
"Twill heal, like flagrant oil, not break my head ; 
Guard me from __ by wicked flattery ſpread. 
Their 


v This meaning is choſe by way of op ſition to 
* former lines; and this the Greek favoureth, ſaying, 
ut 


— 


318 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
Their v chiefs, ſurpria d within the-rock's retreat, - 
Have heard my ſpeech was peace, mywords were ſweet. 
x Yet, near their graves, our bones are ſcatter'd round, 
As earth in pieces, which the plough-ſhares wound. 


My views, mine hopes, reſt on Jenovan' 80 name, 


eee diſſolve my f frame. 


Whils Tefcape ar unjuſt deceitful , 
— them de taken in the toils TO fet. 85 


1 be ue th mil r vt 


al, meaning flattering 4 as Fam Iv. 21. 
AINSWORTH. -- | | 


» ' Saul and his officers'in the ted. 


x That is, we are diſpers'd, and-reduc'd aeg e 
the pit * 7 50 
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Maſehil of David. A Prayer, when he was in the 
Cave, 1 Sam. XXIV. . 


- 


M* voice ſent to the Lord a grievous cry, 1 


To him I pour'd out my complaining prayer. 
And ſhew'd before him all my penſive care: 
When my ſoul fainted, thou didſt guide my way, 

' Whilſt the cloſe ambuſhes in ſecret lay; © 
For help around I caſt my ſearching eyes, 

But there was none to bring the kind ſa 

No refuge, whilſt my thoughts perplexing roll; 
And no man car'd for my endanger'd ſoul. 
Before the Lord then did I crying ſtand ; 

« Thou art my rock, my portion in the land : 

« My foes have ſunk me low; attend my cry; 
«« Save thou, for they are ſtronger far than I. 

% My ſoul from its impriſoning ? cave releaſe, 3 
% That I, to praiſe thy name, may never ceaſe.” 


a” i 


The 


Y viz. The cave of Engeddi. 


My fervent voice addrefs'@ the Lord, moſthigh: 
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PSALM CXLM 
_ [. _ A Plalm of David. 

AR G U M E N T. 
Theodoyet fe le foimd in fims Gree Copier the 


. 'Words, added to explain” the Occaſion. and Time of 
its Compoſition, When Abſalom, his Son, perſe- 


cuted him. "TATRICK,s NICKoLs. 


= o thee my ſuppliant voice and. Pray r aſcend, 

Ol \for thy truth and goodneſs, Lord, attend: 4 f 

O! judge me not, with aweful frowns ſevere, 
For whom might then thy dreadful juſtice clear? | 

Still feels my ſoul the perſecuting ſo, 
Who ſmites me to the ground, . low ; 1 
Who ſhuts me buried in th* impriſoning * cave, 
As in the ceaſeleſs darkneſs of the grave, 
Amazing terrors overwhelm my ſoul, 
And thoughts diſmaying in my boſom roll: 
"Tis then the days of old I ponder o'er, 


Muſe on thy works, the wonders of thy pow'r: 
24 Then 


2 See 1 Som. xvii. 9. 
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| Then firetch I forth to thee. mine holy hands, 
My ſoul thirſts for thee, as the weary lands, 
Haſte, Lord, and hear; my fainting ſpirit fave, 
Thuy face withdrawn would fink me to the grave: 
In thee I truſt, that from the gloomy nicht 
Thy grace ſhall glad me with the morning light. 
Teach me to know thy providential ways, 
For my dependant foul to thee I raiſe : 
'Thine aids, Jz#ovan, to my reſcue bring, 
And hide me with the covert of thy wing. 
Thou art my God, teach me thy will's command, 
Let thy good ſpirit point the peaceful land: 
For thy name's ſake revive me, when I grieve, 
And for thy juſtice, Lord, my ſoul relieve : 
2 To end my woes thro' ſaving grace incline, 
And cruſh mine enemies: for I am thine. 


21... 


That is, a land where juſtice and uprightneſs 
might prevail, and where he might dwell at peace 
from fear of the enemy. PaTrick. | 


PSALM 
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PSALM CXLIV. 
A Pham of Do 


ARG v M E N T. 


To ehis Inſcription, in ſome Greek and Latin Copies, 
is added, againſt Goliath. But if this IR 
any relation to that Affair, it was certainly compos'd 
after David's coming to the Kingdom, from ver. 2d ; 
and it feems to refer to ſome of his Victories over 
the Philiſtines, towards the IF of his Reign. 
PATRICK, NicHoLs. 


LESSED be thou, O Lord; my ſtedfaſt might, 
Which gives mine arm to Wir mine hands to fight. 
My mercy, and my fortreſs, mine high tow'r, ; 
My guardian buckler, and my reſcuing power, 
In which I truſt ; and which the nations awes ; 
And makes them ſubje& to my ſovereign laws. 
Lord, what is man ? who thus partakes thy care ? 
Or what his ſons ? who thus thy favour ſhare ? 
As a vain, empty bubble, ſuch is man, 
; juſt as the ſhadow, is his tranſient ſpan. | 
Bow, Lord, the heavens ; come down, and with thy ſtroke 
If thou but touch the mountains, they ſhall ſmoke. 
| | | Diſcharge 


q 


| 
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Diſcharge thy bolts, and ſcatter them around, _ 
Dart forth thine arrows, and their ranks confound 5 
From raging torrents with thine heav'nly hand 
Snatch me; and from the b ſtrangers rid my land, 
Who utter falſehoods with their vaunting tongue, 
And their right-hand is a right-hand of wrong. 

New ſongs, O God, tun'd to the lute, I'll raiſe, 

And ſing on ten-ſtring'd inſtruments thy praiſe. 

Hle ſaveth kings with his almighty word, 

His ſervant David, from the hurtful ſword > 

Snatch me from this invader's tyrant-hand, 

From the ſtrange children rid my groaning land; 
Who utter falſehoods with their vaunting tongue, 

And their right-hand is a right-hand of wrong. 

So may our ſons, as youthful plants, be grown, _ 

Our daughters, as the poliſh'd corner-ſtone ; 

As pillars, which the royal domes adorn ; 

Be full our garners with the various corn: 

May teeming ſheep our eyes in thouſands meet, 

And bring ten thouſands forth within our ſtreet, 

Strong be our oxen for the golden load, | 

Free may they anſwer to the pungent goad : 

Aa No 


* 


3 
3 as the 


ig rf Sons of the flrang er, i. e. + 
x" hes, 4. bor 


2 &C, * 


354 The PSALMS of DAVID. 
No treacherous paſſage thro' our walls be — 


And no complaining in our ſtreets around. % 
That land hath bleſſings, where JSNnOVAH's known, 


That land hath bleflings, which God deigns his own. 
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PSALM CXLV. 
David's Pſalm of Praiſe. 


ARGUMEN T. 
The Title is peculiar to this Pſalm alone. It is not 
evident, upon what Occaſion it was written, The Verſes _ 
begin with the Alphabetical Letters in order, only 
Nun is wanting. PATRICK, NICHOLS. | 
Will extoll thee, O my God, and king, 
Thy praiſe for ever, and for ever ſing ; | 
Thy bleſſing every day will I proclaim, 
For ever, and for ever praiſe thy name. | 
Great is JEHovan, great ſhould be his praiſe, | 
Deep, and unſearchable, are all his ways: 1 2 
One age ſhall for the next thy praiſe Prepare, F 
And all thy works, and mighty acts, declare: 
My tongue ſhall on thy paſſing marvels dell, 
Thine honour and majeſtick gory tell: 4 


© Whillt 


N 
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Whilſt men thy ftrength, and-dreadful deeds,” rehearſe, 


Thy greatneſs ſhall inform my ſacred verſe. 

Thy goodneſs ſhall retain their ceaſeleſs tongue, 
And thy juſt judgment ſhall exalt their ſong. 
From a full ſource Jenovan's graces flow, 

In mercy great, and in his anger ſlow. 

All things Jexovan's wond'rous goodneſs ſhare 
And all his works partake his tender care: 


Thee thy numerous works, IE HO vA, praiſe, 


And theſe thy ſaints with joyful chanks ſhall blaze. 
Their voice ſhall thine imperial glory ſing, 
And ſpeak the pow'r of heaven's immortal king : 
Shall make thy might to Adam's offspring known, 
Whilſt they thy regal majeſty ſhall own, 
Thuy reign's a laſting and eternal reign, | 
- And thy dominion ever ſhall remain. 
Jsnovan's arm the low can raiſe on high, 
And thoſe uphold, in duſt who groveling lie. 
All creatures wait on thee with longing eyes, 
Who doſt in ſeaſon give their crav'd fi upplies : 
Thine opening hand with ſtreaming bounty pours, 
To fill each living thing, its plenteous ſtores. 
Juſtly are all JEHovan's ways deſign'd, 
And all his works are merciful and kind. 

A 


To 
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Io thoſe, who call on him, Tnovan's near, 
I thoſe who call on him, with heart ſincere : 
To chem, that fear him, vill be bring relief, | 
Will hear their cry, and reſcue them from grief: 
Safe is their ſtate, who love the Lord, their God, 


1 Whilſt ſinners fall benSath his vengeful rod. 


My mouth ſhall praiſe JEHoVAaH more and more: 
Poor ever let all fleſh his holy name adore. 


a 
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PSALM CXLVI. 
HALLELUJAH. | g 


ARGUMENT. 


The following ve Pſalms are entitled Hallelujahs, 
becauſe they 3 and end with that Mord. The 
Vulgar Latin, and the preſent Greek, intitle i 
to Haggai and Zachary; and Grotius ſays, 
that this Inſcription was formerly in Origen's 
Hexapla. Some attribute it to David. It contains 
a Celebration of God's Praiſes for his Creation 
and Preſervation ; and particularly fir inviolably 
maintaining his Premiſes, which he hath made ta 
his People. PATRICK, Nichols. 


RAISE thou JEHOVAn, O my ſoul; my breath 
Shall chaunt his praiſes, till it ceaſe in death; 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt I the being, which he gave, enjoy, : 
 Jenovan's praiſe ſhall be my juſt employ. 

Truſt not in princes, impotent to ſave, 8 
Like every ſon of Alam, from the grave: 

Forth goes their ſpirit, hous'd in earth they lie, 
When at that inſtant all their projects die. 

He's bleſſed, who on Jacob's God relies, 

To whom his God, Jznovan, hope ſupplies: 
Who made the heav'n and earth, and all their ſtore, 
And keeps his ſacred truth for evermore: 

Who deals forth righteous judgment to th* oppreſs'd, 
Who feeds the wretch, by pining want diſtreſs'd : 
Jznovan tears the captive bands away, 

© And on the ſightleſs eye-ball pours the day: 
Jzxovan raiſes the depreſs'd with woes, 

His love Jexovan to the juſt beſtows : 

Jenovan is the ſtranger's guardian friend, 

His ſure protection doth his paths attend: 

His care the widow, and the orphan, ſtays, 

But turneth upſide down the wicked's ways: 
IxHOVAR doth an endleſs ſway maintain, 

Thy God, O Sion, ever ſhall remain. 


e This line is taken from Mr. Pope's Metab. 
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PSALM CXLVI. 
HALLELUJAH. 


a UVU MES IT. 


From the ſecond Verſe of this Pſalm it ſeems to have 
been compos'd upon the Return- from the Captivity ; 
having probably, either Haggai, Zachariah, or 
Nehemiah, for its Author. It is an Hymn of 

| Praiſe to the Honour of God, ariſing from ſeveral 
particulars of the Manifeflation 7 his Goodneſs. 


e Nichols. 


RAISE ye the Lord; chaunt forth the pleaſing ſong ; 
His praiſe is good, and comely for our tongue. 

Jenovan builds the beauteous Salem's walls, 

And Irael's out- caſts, far diſpers'd, recalls: 

| He heals the broken hearts with kind relief, 

Binds up their wounds, and ſalves their painful gel. 

Fe counts the ſtars, which deck the heav'nly frame, 

And gives to every twinkling orb its name. 

Great is the Lord; his pow'r is unconfin'd ; 


And nought can limit his unfathom'd mind. 


_ Jenovan lifteth up the meek on high, 
And bids on earth the wicked groveling he. 


To 
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To God eternal fing the grateful lays, 
Sing to the pleaſant harp Jewovan's praiſe : 
Who ſpreads the heaven with clouds; doth ſprinkle doun 
The rain on earth; with graſs the mountains crown. 
He to che beaſt doth needful meat ſupply, 
And feeds the youngling ravens, when they cry, 
He cares not for the horſe's ſpeedy force, 
Nor for the ſoldier's ſwiftneſs in the courſe : 
But cares for thoſe, whoſe faith his mercies own, 
Whoſe fear and hope center in him alone. 
To praiſe the Lord, thy voice, O Salem, raife, 
And thy protecting God, O Sion, praiſe: 
For he ſecur d thy gates with maſſy chains, , 
And bleſs'd with great increaſe thy thin remains: 
Thro' plenteous peace he crowns thy borders o'er, 
And with the fineſt wheat augments thy ſtore : 
"Tis done---where-ever his command he ſends; 
His word runs ſwiftly to n diſtant ends : 
With fleecy ſnow, like wool, he cloaths the ground, 
Like aſkes, ſcatters the hoar - froſt around: 
He forth, as fragments, caſts the icy ſhow'r, 
Who can withſtand his cold's deſtroying pow'r? | 
Again his word the chain'd-up waves unbinds, 
The waters flow, loos'd by his melting winds. 


A2 a4 | He 
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He gives the law his Jacob's race to lead, 
Statutes, and judgments, to his 1#ae/'s ſeed : 
He no ſuch grace to other lands hath ſhown, 
Nor have they his ſurpaſſing judgments known. 
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ARGUMEN T. 


Some are of Opinion, that it was written at the cu 
of the Captivity, when the Edict was out for the 
Reftoration of the Jews. But there is in the Pſalm 
no Intimation of this ; and as the two following 
ſeem to refer to the Times of David, tis probable 
this was made by him, when God had given him 
Ref from all his Enemies. PATRICE, Nichors. 


RAISE ye Iznovan from the heavens on high, | 
Praiſe him, ye choirs, above the ſpangled ſky: 

Praiſe him, ye angels, which attend his will, 
Praiſe him, ye hoſts, which his commands fulfill; 
Praiſe him, both ſun, and moon, each day, and night, 
And praiſe him, all ye ſtars of twinkling light: 
Praiſe him, ye heavens, throughout your vaſt expanſe, 
Ye ſtreams, which o'er the air in clouds advance: 
Let them united praiſe Jenovan's name, : 
Who ſpake---when roſe this wondrous earthy frame 
For ever 'ſtabliſh'd by their endleſs cauſe, 
They never can tranſgreſs his ſtated laws. 
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Praiſe ye I HOVAH from this earthly ball, 

Ve monſtrous whales, and ocean's wonders all: 
Fire, hail, and ſnow,. and vapours all accord, 
With ſtormy tempeſts, to fulfill his word. 

Ye hills, and mountains, which ſuperior riſe, 
Fruit-trees, and cedars, towering for the ſkies z 
Wild beaſts, and cattle, and each creeping thing, 
And feather'd fowl, which th' airy region wing ; 
Kings, and all people, ſway'd by their command, 
Princes, and all the judges of each land ; 


Ye ſprightly youths, and blooming virgin choirs, - 


Ye infant children, and ye aged fires ; 

Your pow'rs combine to praiſe IEHOVAn's name: 
For high-advanc'd is his ſurpaſſing fame; 

Ev'n his alone: whoſe glorious might appears 

Above the earth, and heaven's extremeſt ſpheres. 
His people's horn his boundleſs pow'r doth raiſe, 

He is of all his ſaints th' inceſſant praiſe; 
Ev'n all the ſaints of his lov'd ae7s race, 

A people, planted near his holy place. 


HALLELUJAH. 


PSALM. 
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PS ALM CXLIX. 
HALLELUJAH. 


AR GUM E NT. 


Tis a triumphant Song on ſome great Exploits dona 
by the Jews, and therefore probably relates to the 
Times of David, when they made the greateſt Figure, 
and gain d the moſt conſiderable Victories. Pa- 
TRICK, NICHOLS, 


RAISE ye the Lord; new ſongs of thanks reſound, 
And chaunt his praiſes in his courts around : 

Let raptur'd Mael to his 4 maker fing, 

And Sion's ſons be joyful in their king: 

May the harmonious © dance expreſs his praiſe, 

I be harp and timbrel grateful numbers raiſe : 

The Lord is pleas'd his people's good to ſeek, 

And his ſalvation ſhall adorn the meek : 


Te 


( 
d Orig. Makers ; which plural expreſſion hath been 
abundantly obſerv'd by interpreters to contain in it 
the myſtery of the Trinity; as in many other places. 
Let us make man in our own image, Gen. 1. 26. Where is 
God thy Makers ? Job xxxv. 10. Remember thy Creators, 
Eccles. xii. 1, Sc. AinswoRTH. 


© Which was religiouſly us'din ovations and triumphs. 
But the Hebrew word here render'd dance, ſignifies 
alſo the pipe, whereunto they danc'd. AinsworTH. 
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Ve ſaints , exalt your glorious voices high, 

And fing aloud, as on your beds you lie: 

Shout from your tuneful mouths th' almighty”s praiſe, 
| Whilſt in your hands the two-edg'd weapons blaze : 
Your vengeance ſpread the heathen nations o er, 
Chaſtiſe the people, that they rage no more; 

Whilſt kings ſhall grace your triumphs, bound i in chains. 
And fetter'd nobles in their captive trains : 
Whoſe doom we in the f ſacred volume read ; 

Such honour is for all prong decreed. 


f This may have reference to that law; Deut, vii. t, 2. 
AinsgwoRTH. 
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PSALM CL. 


ARGUMEN T. 


D it is not certain, Jet "tis probable, that David 
zorote this triumphant Pſalm, and directed it to the 
Levites, whoſe Office it was to praiſe the Lord 
with muſical Inſtruments ; of which thoſe eſpecially 
(Per. 4th, 5th) ſtring'd Inſtruments, Organs, and 
Cymbals, are at preſent unknown. The vocal 
Repetition of Praiſe thirteen Times with the inſtru- 
mental Muſick muſt be very affefting to the truly 
grateful Heart, to which we have been juſt in the 
Tranſlation. PATRICK, NICHOLs. 


ISE ye the Lord. PraiſeGodin heaven on high ; 
Praiſe him, whoſe pow'r beſpread the ſtarry ſky : 
Praiſe him for each ſtupendous, mighty deed ; ; 
Praiſe him, whoſe name doth every name exceed: 
Praiſe him with trumpets, ecchoing all around ; 
Praiſe him with harps, and pſalteries ſofter ſound : 
Praiſe him with flutes ; for this the timbrels bring ; 
Praiſe him with organs, and the trembling ſtring: 

raiſe him with the ſhrill-cymbal's tinkling voice : 
Praiſe him with loudeſt cymbal's feſtive noiſe : 
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| Let every thing, inſpir'd with breath, accord 
A. To praiſe Jenovan's name. Praiſe ye the Lord. 


| SO . 

OPTIMO, MAXIMO, 

ADJUVANTI, 
GLORIA. 


MVSEVM 
BRITAN 
NICVM / 
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